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The Grand Lodge of Texas, A. F, and A . M y 
in connection with the adoption of the Monitor 
of J92J, prepared by a committee, composed of 
A’. W, Brother W. B. Pearson, Grand Secretary, 
Chairman; and Worshipful Brothers K, Robey 
J, E, Scott, approved the following dedica¬ 
tion, which i$ here reproduced in order to per¬ 
petuate tk*i noble purpose, commendable spirit 
and deserved appreciation of the Grand Lodge 
of Texas, and its distinguished committee, to- 
v?ard the illustrious brethren, named, or re¬ 
ferred to, therein, 

‘'Believing that we should endeavor to per' 
petuate the memory of those zealous Craftsmen 
who, at an early day in the history of Texas 
Masonry, and since then, labored hard to lay 
the foundation, for present unexampled pros¬ 
perity of our order, the Committee on, Revision 
feels that this work would not be complete 
without an acknowledgment of their services to 
the Craft. We therefore desire to enter on 
perpetual record this tribute to their memory; 

"Grand Lecturers from 1837 to 1833; Daniel 
T. Fitchett, John H, Walton, Isaiah Call, I>. 
McFarland, J. H. Holland, N. H. Darnell, Geo. 
K. Teulon, A. S. Kuthven,, Henry King, W. D. 
Smith, Wm. M. Taylor, Stephen H, Darden, 
Wm. R. Goff, W. D. Woodsworth, Peter W. 
Cray, J. C. Harrison of Texas; and R, \V. Bru. 
John C. Gorcly of Louisiana. 

"'To all those D. D. G, Masters who, after the 
Grand Lecturer system was abolished, January 
£0, 1853, faithfully taught the lodges in their 
Districts the authorized Work. 

“To M. W. Bro. William M. Taylor, whose 
zealous and intelligent labors were appreciated 
by this M. W. Grand Lodge, as shown in. its 
adoption of the Monitor prepared by him in 
1858, the first Monitor printed for Texas and 
used for many years as the only one, and to 
M. W. Bros. Benjamin A. Botts. John B. Jones, 
and John Watson, that trio of zealous Crafts¬ 
men, through whose faithful and indefatigable 
labors the adopted esoteric work as well as the 
Monitor, was preserved and safely handed down, 
in regular succession, as it were, with the as¬ 
sistance of M. W, Bro. B. F. Frymier, R, W. 
Bros. Peyton Nowlin, D. J. Eddleman and 
others, to December, 1895. 

"To the Committees on Work down to this 
date, special reference being made to Bros. E. 
E. Douglass, W. W. Hunnicutt, C. P. Boon, 


v 





All the rights of the author, including the 
copyright thereto, have been assigned to and 
are now vested in the Grand Lodge* 

"Waco, Texas, December 5, 1334. 

"This Is to certify that 'Lightfoot’s Manual of 
the I^odge’ was approved and adopted as the 
official manual or monitor of the Grand Lodge 
of Texas, A. F, & A. Mand its subordinate 
Lodges, by a resolution adopted December 5, 
1934,” 


(Signed) 
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PREFACE 


The present revision of the Manual of the 
Lodge has been attempted, in response to the 
earnest request of our Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, W. Steve Cooke, The author and com¬ 
piler was also encouraged to undertake the 
work by the kindly solicitation of Worshipful 
Brother W, S. Tate, Chairman of the Commit¬ 
tee on Work, Worshipful Brother M* G* 
Vaughan* Member of the Committee on Work, 
and by Right Worshipful W. Madden Fly, Past 
Grand Master, Chairman of the Committee on 
Masonic Education and Service, and others* 

Like other similar works, very little claim to 
originality can be asserted. It is what it pro¬ 
fesses to he, largely a compilation of the work 
of others. A comparison of the Monitors of 
various juris dictions in this country and 
abroad, show, that as a result of numerous re¬ 
visions, the work has undergone many changes. 

The language of many Monitors has been 
curtailed to such an extent that much of the 
symbolic significance has been lost, while others 
have been elaborated to a degree bordering on 
innovation. 

Many of the illustrations of the symbols have 
been altered so that they no longer reflect the 
idea or truth, sought to be symbolically ex¬ 
emplified. 

The main objects in view in attempting the 
present revision, have been to restore to the 
Manual* as far as possible* the language em¬ 
ployed by the early Lodges of England and 
Colonial America* so that uniformity of the 
work may be preserved, in harmony wdth the 
rites and ceremonies of Ancient Craft Ma¬ 
sonry ; to restore to the emblems and symbub 
those features which are essential to reflect, in 
a concealed way, their original and true sig¬ 
nificance ; to provide a working Manual that 
will be more serviceable to the new initiate and 
student in search of more Masonic light and 
knowledge. 

In attempting the present ivork, the w f riter 
wishes to make it plain that no disparagement 
of the several monitors heretofore used in this 
Grand Jurisdiction, is intended. They com¬ 
pare favorably with the Monitorial w T ork of a 
majority of the jurisdictions of this country* 
The illustrious craftsmen w T ho produced them 
have justly earned the lasting gratitude of the 







entire craft of this Grand Jurisdiction* Like 
the present compiler, they utilised extensively 
the language anti Illustrations of other mon¬ 
itors, and If inherent defects may now be dis¬ 
covered in some of the symbols employed, they 
may be ascribed to the lack of si:!!! of the 
original draftsman, rather than to defective 
work of those who later adapted them, More¬ 
over, the extensive researches made in recent 
years, together with a vast amount of Masonic 
literature, not accessible to the pioneers of our 
section, now make it possible to discover such 
defects, as well as to propose appropriate cor¬ 
rections, 

„ The tendency to curtail monitorial instruction 
m a considerable number of thy Jurisdictions 
has not increased the efficiency of the Lodges. 
On the contrary* such abbreviations lend to 
render more inscrutable the Mysteries of our 
Order and serve to maintain darkness rather 
than to diffuse light* 

The recognized need for a Manual containing 
more accurate iilustrations of the emblems and 
symbols,^ as well as appropriate commentaries 
on the rites arid ceremonies, by leading Masonic 
scholars of the country, not generally available 
to the members of subordinate Lodges* Is the 
principal justification for presenting this work* 
The esoteric or unwritten work remains un¬ 
changed, except in a few particulars. The 
ceremonies connected with the apron in the 
Fellow Craft's and Master's Degrees have been 
interchanged. According to the best authorities, 
the ceremony heretofore used in the Master’s 
Degree belongs to the Fellow Graft's Degree, 
and vice versa. 

The order of presentation of the five senses, 
page 55, has been changed po as to make 
"Hearing" first and "Seeing" second* That is 
the order of their appearance in &U the older 
Monitors, besides, it is through the sense of 
hearing that one receives his first Impressions 
of the esoteric work. 

The changes here noted have been made by 
the authority of the Committee on Work, In 
other respects the order of the Manual follows 
the work as exemplified in this Grand Jurisdic¬ 
tion from time immemorial. The few changes 
in the esoteric and Monitorial language have 
been made in order to make our work conform 
more closely to the language of Ancient Craft 
Masonry, as exemplified in the leading Juris¬ 
dictions of the world. These alterations, with 
some additions, may be regarded as restora¬ 
tions, rather than changes, 

In the preparation of the Manual, critical ex¬ 
aminations have been made of the monitorial 


works of Preston, Webb* Cross, Cunningham. 
Tan neb ill, Stewart, Sickles* and Mackey, besides 
comparisons with tlie Monitors of more than 
forty of the Grand Jurisdictions of the United 
States, together with two of the oustatiding 
English Monitors, Emulations and Stability 
Workings. 

I am under special obligations to R. W. 
Brother Lewis E, Smith, Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, for permission 
to reproduce a few of the illustrations from 
the Monitor of that jurisdiction, and to Miss 
Henrietta E. BromwelL, the daughter of Illustri¬ 
ous Brother H, P. H. Bromwell, P».-t Grand 
Master ot Illinois* now deceased, for permission 
to copy certain geometrical drawings and com¬ 
ments thereon, from his monumental work en¬ 
titled "Restorations of Masonic Geometry arid 
Symhairy*" 

I make grateful acknowledgment: to R, W. 
W, Marcus Weatberred* Deputy Grand Master, 
for very valuable suggestions made, and assist¬ 
ance rendered* in the revision of the final 
proofs of the Manual; also to Brother Fred W. 
Miller and the students of the Printing Depart¬ 
ment of the Masonic Home and School for their 
deep interest and splendid work on the Manual. 

The Manual contains sixty-five new illustra¬ 
tions, including two original color plates and 
other illustrations appearing for the first 
time in any Manual, the study of which, should 
prove of some aid to the candidates, as well as 
to Masonic students. 

A section has been added, entitled “Commen¬ 
taries* 1 which is designed to present, in con¬ 
densed form* additional light on our ancient 
rites, forms* symbols and ceremonies- The Com¬ 
mentaries are largely compiled from the stand¬ 
ard works of the best Masonic scholars, includ¬ 
ing Mackey, Pike, B ram well* Oliver, Preston, 
Webb, TannehiLl, Higgins and others, together 
with a modest amount of contribution from the 
compiler* as a result of bis own researches 
covering a third of a century. 

There is nothing presented in the Commen¬ 
taries which has not been published in various 
forms, but widely separated, over a long period 
of time* 

The Compiler has endeavored to produce a 
Manual which will preserve the rites, cere¬ 
monies, symbols and allegories against the dis¬ 
integrating forces of time* and the language 
of Ancient Graft Masonry free from the in¬ 
novations found in many similar works. 
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No claim of perfection is asserted for the 
work, us presented. It* no doubt, has many 
imperfections. If it is considered an improve¬ 
ment over the average type of such works, and 
is made available to those who may be inter¬ 
ested in using it T all the expectations of the 
compiler will be fulfilled, 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 

JEWEL P. LIGHTFOOT, 

Past Grand Master, 

Fort Worth, Texas, 

■December 5 ( 1934. 



“FREE MASONRY/" "CRAFT MASONRY/ 1 
"ANCIENT CRAFT MASONRY/’ "MASON- 
RY*’ and "LODGE** are terms indiscriminately 
employed in designating the institution com¬ 
prising the Masonic Fraternity as it exists to¬ 
day* These terms, while indicating* in a general 
way, the same Institution, may be said to 
possess individual significations. 

The word "Masonry 0 cannot be adequately 
defined within the limits of a necessarily brief 
introduction to the work of the Manual of the 
Lodge, Like the words city* church, democracy, 
craft and the like, it embraces many elements, 
divisions, and subjects* each of which is sep¬ 
arable, yet all coipbining to create a coordi¬ 
nated whole* 

The word Masonry has been applied to the 
art of building in stone: also to the whole body 
of the society of Masons* including the entire 
complex of their organizations, grand and 
subordinate, throughout the world. At times* 
the word is used to signify the peculiar ritm 
and ceremonies used in what we_ term the 
Lodge - Again, it may be said to signify, not 
these, but a certain body of principles and 
rales of morals, duties and conduct, advocated 
or taught in the Lodges. 

It has also been suggested that the word 
*'Masonry*” in addition to the significations al¬ 
ready named* and others which cannot be 
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properly specified here, signifies a vast and 
comprehensive body of Knowledge, teachings, 
£7 r atn£trms p and principles, concerning the vis- 
ible universe: the government thereof; order; 
Providence: nature; man ; and their necessities. 
.Also, the relations between natural physics! 
causes, as well as the operations and sublime 
principles and processes of the human 

mind. 

These, with other related and connected sub¬ 
jects* are claimed to constitute a veritable sys¬ 
tem of science, philosophy and moral enlighten¬ 
ment, taught by a system of symbols and atle* 
goriesp as well as by precepts and examples in¬ 
culcated and practiced from remote ages* in the 
ancient temples of many nations. Such cere¬ 
monies and their correlated teachings have 
sometimes been referred to as the Mysteries of 
Masonry, with the same signification employed 
when one speaks of the "Mysteries of the 
Magi; the Mysteries of Osiris;" the "Grecian 
Mysteries of Blemish and other kindred rites, 
practiced m the temples of initiation through¬ 
out the ancient world. 

The meaning of the word Mysteries, as so 
used, must not be confounded with the idea 
signified by the word mysterious* The word 
ha^ an entirely different meaning, and consti¬ 
tutes a system of some kind, designed to be 
communicated in a particular manner, for the 
purpose of inculcating the truths of life, of 
nature, of art, of science, of philosophy, and 
other subjects, 

ft has been described by Bromwell* ("Restora¬ 
tions of Masonic Geometry and Symbolry," 
Chap. 11 23), as “A system of sublime truths, 
including those of the Universe , as well 

of Moral and intellectual science and phil¬ 
osophy, based on the accepted fact of one Ah 
mighty, infinite and perfect Deity, called by 
Masons "The Grand Architect of the Universe* 
—the perfection and completeness of the order 
of the Universe—its correspondence with itself 
throughout; that^ is t in all its parts and De¬ 
grees—the coordination of these last by cor¬ 
respondence, ^ from first to last—their corre¬ 
spondence with the Degrees found in man, in 
the same order—physical, intellectual and moral 
—the immortality of the human spirit—a right¬ 
eous system of Divine Government-—the enjoin¬ 
ing of the practice of ad moral and social 
virtues and duties by means of lessons embodied 
m symbolic representations of deep signifi¬ 
cance, together with apt and wisely ordered dis¬ 
course, all contained in certain ancient and 
simple, but sublime* cereromaies* coordinated in 


Degrees according to the order of the Universe, 
which is the Divine order/* 

The presence in the modern Masonic system, 
of many of the emblems, symbols and allegories 
of the ancient Temples of Initiation, as well as 
certain rites performed therein* has persuaded 
the most learned among Masonic scholars to 
conclude that Masonry is of very ancient origin* 
and is, in some aspects, the modern successor 
of, and heir to, the sublime Mysteries of the 
Temple of Solomon, and of the Temples of 
India, ChpJdea, Egypt, Greece, and Rome, as 
well as the basic doctrine of the Essenos, 
Gnostics and other mystic Orders. 

The work of Freemasonry is conducted in 
what is called the Lodge, The word Lodge as 
used in Masonry has several different significa¬ 
tions, as when we speak of 4 'A Lodge, ' mean¬ 
ing any Lodge; another when we speak of a 
Lodge being opened or closed when we mean 
the symbolic Lodge; again when we speak of 
a p&rticufar society of Masons* as when we 
pay 4 'Frank Sexton Lodge, No. SOB- 1 ’ 

There are also three different Lodges, the 
Entered Apprentice's Lodge; the FclloW-Craft 's 
Lodge, and the Master-Mason's Lodge. Yet all 
three of the Lodges* though separate in their 
opening and closing, as well as in their respec¬ 
tive work, are one. The one contains the three 
as will be well understood by the skillful crafts¬ 
man. 

In this respect the Lodge is said to conform 
to the Divine Order in nature and in man. 
There is an external Lodge and an internal 
Lodge* The external Lodge refers to the phys¬ 
ical'Lodge, its building, furnishings and mem¬ 
bers composing it: corresponding to the phys¬ 
ical universe of which it is said to be a symbol* 
and symbolizes also the First Degree in man 
represented by his physical body. The Internal 
Lodge is said to be divided into two parts, the 
secondary and the primary. 

The secondary Degree in Masonry has been 
compared with the second Degree in man and 
in nature. In man, it refers to his intellectual 
faculties* and powers: while in nature it al¬ 
ludes to the harmony of laws that regulate and 
govern the Universe. The primary or third 
Degree of the Lodge refers to the Moral Degree 
in man, and to the Divine attributes of the 
Supreme Divine Intelligence. 

Thus the three Degrees in man* physical, in¬ 
tellectual and moral, correspond to the same 
Divine order in the Universe and are thought 
to be reflected in the three Degrees of the 
Lodge* which are yet one, in the sense that the 
Universe is a unit* though composed of three 
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Grand Divisions, and man is an entity, though 
possessing three distinct divisions in his being. 
I h is cor re s ponden c e will become more manifest 
to the initiate as he penetrates the veils of our 
Mysteries. 

The work of the Degrees is imparted through 
the medium of certain rites, forms and cere- 
momes, which are designated by the terms. 
initiation, Passma* and Raising. 

L vcry candidate for the Mysteries of Masonry r 
the proper time and in an appropriate man- 
ner ; should he taught the truth that the riU of 
Imitation moans much more than a formal 
ceiemcniai progress through the Degrees. In 
fact one may receive the entire work, conferred 
nuclei the most favorable circumstances, and by 
competent officers* and yet not perceive the 
true Masonic light , which the symbols and alle- 
gronea are designed to conceal as well as to 
reveal. Initiation is to be attained only after 
real labor, deep study, profound meditation, ex¬ 
tensive j research and a constant practice of 
chose Virtues which -will open a true path to 
moral, intellectual and spiritual illumination. 
Masonry docs not expound the truths con¬ 
cealed m her emblems* It displays the symbol 
and may give a hint here and there concern- 
ing some characteristic of its several meanings, 
niust remain for the Meoplute to search 
° u 1 himself its hidden significations. 

it has always been the essential process by 
Winch man rises from a state of nature, to that 
of civilization., from darkness to light, from 
slavery to freedom, that he advances as bv 
the steps of a ladder. This is the method pro* 
Yided by the laws of nature, at times retarded 
and slow in its operation, but certain to lead 
to glorious heights if persistently pursued, and 
devoutly followed* 


Manual of the Lodge 

OPENING AND CLOSING THE 
LODGE 

HE necessity of some preparatory cere¬ 
monies, of a more or less formal character, 
before proceeding to the dispatch of tho 
ordinary business of any association, has always 
been recognised. The decorum and dignity of 
the meeting suggest* even in popular assemblies 
called only for a temporary purpose, that a 
presiding officer shall, with some formality ho 
inducted into the chair, and then, to use the 
ordinary phrase, “opens” the meeting with the 
appointment of his necessary assistants, and 
with an announcement* in an address to the 
audience, explanatory of the objects that have 
called them together. 

If secular associations have found it expedient* 
by the adoption of some preparatory forms* 
to avoid the appearance of an un^eeming 
abruptness in proceeding to business, it may 
welt be supposed that religious societies have 
been still more observant o£ the custom, and 
that* as their pursuits are more elevated, the 
ceremonies of their preparation for the object 
of their meeting should be still more impressive. 

In the Ancient Mysteries (those sacred rites 
which have furnished so many models for Ma¬ 
sonic symbolism), the opening ceremonies were 
of the most solemn character* The sacred her¬ 
ald, in the Ancient Mysteries, commenced the 
ceremonies of opening the greater initiations 
by the solemn formula of “Depart hence, ye 
profane!” to which was added a proclamation 
which forbade the use of any language which 
might be deemed of unfavorable augury to the 
approaching rites. 

In like manner a Lodge of Masons is opened 
with the employment of certain ceremonies in 
which, that attention may be given to their 
symbolic as well as practical import, every 
member present is expected to take part. 

These ceremonies* which slightly differ in 
each of the degrees—but differ so slightly as 
not to affect their general character—may be 
considered, in reference to the several pur¬ 
poses which they are designed to effect* to be 
divided into eight successive steps or parts- 

I, The Master having signified his intention 
to proceed to the labor of the Lodge* every 
brother is expected to assume the necessary Ma¬ 
sonic clothing, and, if an officer, the insignia 
of his office* and silently and decorously to re¬ 
pair to his appropriate station. 
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MANUAL, OF TEE LODGE 


assembling, and to illuminate our 
minds by the divine precepts of Thy 
Holy Word, and teach us to walk in 
the light of Thy countenance; and 
when the trials of our probationary 
state are over be admitted into THE 
TEMPLE “not made with hands, eter¬ 
nal, in the heavens.” Amen. 

Response: So mote it be. 

ANOTHER PRAYER 
Great Architect of the Universe: In 
Thy name we have assembled, and in 
Thy name we desire to proceed in all 
our doings. Grant that the sublime 
principles of Freemasonry may so sub¬ 
due every discordant passion within 
us, so harmonize and enrich our own 
hearts with Thine own love and good¬ 
ness, that the Lodge, at this time, may 
humbly reflect that order and beauty 
which reign forever before Thy throne. 
Amen. 

Response: So mote it be. 

ANOTHER 

Supreme Grand Master of the Uni¬ 
verse: We would reverently invoke 
Thy blessings at this time: Wilt Thou 
be pleased to grant that this meeting, 
thus begun in order, may be conducted 
in peace, and closed in harmony. Amen. 
Response: So mote it be. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Reading the Minutes of the Pre¬ 
ceding Communication 

2 . Receiving and Referring Petitions 
2 . Reports of Standing Committees 

4. Reports of Special Committees 

5 . Balloting for Candidates and Mem¬ 
bers 

6. Unfinished Business 

7. New Business, Resolutions, Etc. 


CLOSING PRAYERS 


b 

AT CLOSING THE FIRST DEGREE 

Master: Brethren—Before I declare 
the Lodge closed, let us, with all rever¬ 
ence and humility, express our grati¬ 
tude to the Great Architect of the Uni¬ 
verse, for the blessings already re¬ 
ceived. 

May He continue to preserve the 
Order, by cementing and adorning it 
with every social and moral virtue. 
Amen. 

Response: So mote it be. 

AT CLOSING THE SECOND 
DEGREE 

Master: Brethren—Before I declare 
the Lodge closed, let us humbly invoke 
the continued blessing of the Grand 
Geometrician of the Universe on our 
Fraternity. 

Let us remember that wherever we 
are, and whatever we do. He is with 
us, that His “All-Seeing Eye” observes 
us. While, then, we continue to act in 
conformity with the principles of the 
Craft, let us not fail to discharge our 
duties toward Him with fervency and 
zeal. Amen. 

Response: So mote it be, 

AT CLOSING THE THIRD DEGREE 

Master: Brethren—Before I declare 
the Lodge closed, let us unite in 
humbly acknowledging our dependence 
on the Most High. May His right han d 
be as a shield and buckler to us against 
the assaults of our enemies; and, at 
the final day, may each and every one 
of us be raised, through the merits of 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, to the 
celestial Lodge above, where the Su- 









» n*c 

3 I'd 

j* g g 

w S sT s 
rrt S 2 C ^ 

O G, £1> w> 
a » ^ *, st 
« =f 

ft -rf O 5 ™ 

" 5’ <1 a fcd 

go jr° » £ 13 

S Cw ai hjpi 
° ^ Si CO £ 
a a K 

| g 1 * <S S 
s».jh£<» o 

rt ^ B S a ^ 


» S a S 


O 

ft £T P - 

■< M ft 

o £ 

P* 1 -* S -1 
g ^ ft 

S3 

? © »Ht 

^ PT ft 


m 


^ ^ tu 


P o H 

Ej >-fi I - 3 

W &-a *j 

s eS^s* 

© m pm P! “ 

P W 5 < Vf 

S ^ a." 6 * 

" S-jgB'? 

2 

P a Q 
© 3 Sr ft p 

r+ ft P.-^ ** 

f» 3 K-, 

,-. * ^2n- 


>Tj JUS 85 £“ fa 

ft O 2 n 

rB o ft 3 |Jrt 

" Sl. 2 re — 

t3~ hr “ 

“■l—,(t 03 

3 ET“ 3 : 1 

s 

p 

a 

^ P 3 

3 p 2 
J3 '"^ 
o »—• ■ 


gs fl-g 

hH ft “ 

H“'S _ _ . 

irj£L 3 -1 Q 3 -ft 

SF°f il § s 

* « f+ p 3 r. 

1 * ^ 1 —*^ ■ 

"% (8 


K*;+ , 3 
3 2 ^ 
a-jL£ 

a a 

* 5* 

A 

a 


P? 5 S'] 

' < ja 
, ft ^ 
ft 


as 


su Cl 
s ^ 

n 
ft 


cr" 3 
►1 2 
o 


ft 


r"f 

rt. M P < 

o d ft 
P-^ pi 

^ p* “ 

ft 

^ — o 

*'-» s» 

lOo 

£ o a 
tr c. a 


r+ 

3“ _ - 

0 w ^ 


drib 
►1 

A 

w . 3 ,„ 
a ® s.a 


» jj zz 

3 a © 


_ . _ o 

. „ _ „£, o'* c c 

sr » pt _ 3. SL •< E 0 — * a 

o 3 E'sfKJ ^ir « 

J ; 5 c a ^ a 

^ ft &r 


«2c (5 ?a»5‘ 

3 " £ «i(W =.?“ 

a 1 " 3 2 » „ 

*i *t a * „ ^ » 

<? C nj G 3 1 —i. ir+ ^ 

a^&arao^© 

fCrt « p a ft a 

ft ^ 2 rfi+b-v; 3-0 ri 

3 >. ttS>Ni 9 S M 

^ i- © £j 2 ~ a a, ft 


W 

*-t 

ft 


■ ^ 

ft 


» 
i ffQ 


4 t 

8.^ 
a ft 

ft 


_ « ^ 
h-^ I— 1 * 

3 v 

® ft 


^ ft 3 ft 
" ri . 
p Hf “ 


ft M C 

E »* ^= a 
© 2 ^ 

E ri'o'as 
A A -4 

Q 1 P 
H* JS r+ 

3 * ^ ° 
d: o isrro 

a - hj c?» 

ft ro © m 7 


ft1 S 

‘ r+ ft 


ft 

P 


m ™ £r* 

p = * 

^ a. ft g 

H ^ 
g &3 C ta 
C-f 4 s 
e ft ^ 

ft &-" 

P-E‘2 ft o o « 

- 5 a 3 ^ 
s-^B = 

K US O ^ DJ ft ^ 

? ££^ “ <£ 
1 Qj rK ft i C C 


S jtS = a « » p 
’ n S" £ ,53: g » «- -! 
S S'o » ' C' ft 

G * P on (B a o 

f“ u r^* M 

2 *< a- i 

O-. C — 


ft 


o . 

S & S'5-«P 5 2 S§.p O 

S.H.. aPBB-l-Sg- *» 


3 “ a 

arEJ*S 


V !3 63 ^ 

?© H 

(t c o M IS <> |fj 


5.5*= ££,£ 

sr 3 3 'O o' 


fwaf sal. 


o 

W 

l> 

?3 

H 

> 

H 

O 

tr* 


a 

o 




cr 

ft 


cr S 
" P 


3 s 
0 ^ 5T 

?r 3 "i 

ft ^ 

P O 


ft 

< 

ft 

ft 

!£ 

Hi 

« 




s 

> 

a: 

d 

> 

r* 

o 

■n 


td 

tr* 

O 

a 

Q 

H 


b* 

h 

' Kj 

e*g 

8 . 

Cf - 

^ fj 
o 4 
P ro 

*% 

33. 

n § 
B* m 

fT 

nj 

n _ 

ffg* 
“ « 

vj y 

+1 
a ® 
o Hi 

c c* 

Hi - 

3 o 
p 3 


EB p ^ 


*13 


^9 d .2 


5 « 
o 
1 ^ 


3 n g > 

5 ft o s, 

rt ^ ^ 1 — 

%<$- Hj 

ffa a *ss 

^ SJ 2 .£,^5* 

p , C tal '«! < 

R S 2.5 go ro ffvtS?'' 
_ y 25f“ &Ot) T 

s; oSSp'S, 

SS q l3 


& 


m$*n 

% n 1-3 ^ g 

3 S'&^a ^ 

2 fflOv; 3 ^ 

' <6 p !i oo 
1 - 1-0 

Sfr£8.5 

ffi <! ”*« 

IT 2.0 

o hhS^w 0 
h»»o ro o w 

1 K O 

*3 e.y 

fE jr i vj 
u 0 3 

J wtf+ 3 

ff £0 

»*s T P ^ ^ 


o - 


s. 


<< 3-0 S ta 
S-pa ro 5 ■ 

I«T3 , ! .S i 
= S.38 C 

M, ft O' 
rt> m g 

ft -i ^ 

?mS|» 

jg»=- 

■9 £3 ^.ro 

Hi O M 

»" SS 1 

_ ^3 ft 
p 2 3 p 

b-l C Ud. H 
P ffi J 

£;t? 2 L 

pj ,o - 

s^ ft d ^ 
*+i? ClC 

(s g 
?» ^ t* 

"S'5* 

fcr"g< ^ 

ft r 1 n 


^a-3- 

i *d m 

m ? "■ d 

tJ 

' 2^ HiJ 

| g,S 

-" s i 

t*3?g 

l „ p-g. 

K -M.&'jS 

e ra a 

P 

P* ft o 

w 3 

w 4 2 

fgni 


oq 

9 


Ssg 

«t™g 

ft 0 4 

O § ef 
Hi 1 Q 








8 


MANUAL OF THE LODGE 


the ancient established usages and customs of 
Masonry, 

5* You have seriously declared, upon your 
honor, that you firmly believe in the existence 
of God; the immortality of the son!; and in the 
Divine authenticity of the Holy Scriptures, 

You are again reminded of these sol¬ 
emn declarations, because they consti¬ 
tute important considerations upon 
which the Lodge acted, in looking with 
favor, upon your request to be admit¬ 
ted a member among us. 

In order that you may not be misled 
as to the character or the purpose of 
the ceremonies in which you are about 
to engage, the Lodge addresses to you 
these preliminary words of advice. 

Freemasonry is far removed from 
all that is trivial, selfish and ungodly. 
Its ceremonies are by no means of a 
light or trifling character, but are of 
profound significance and deep so¬ 
lemnity. They have existed without 
material changes from remote an¬ 
tiquity. Its structure rests upon the 
indestructible foundation of the Fa¬ 
therhood of God, the Brotherhood of 
Man, and the Immortality of the Soul. 

Our ancient and honorable fraternity 
welcomes to its doors, and admits to 
its privileges, worthy men of all faiths 
and creeds who.possess the indispensa¬ 
ble qualifications. Freemasonry is. in 
one of its major aspects, a beautiful 
and profound system of morality, 
veiled in allegories and illustrated by 
symbols.^ Its grand purposes are, to 
diffuse light; to banish ignorance; to 
promote peace and happiness among 
mankind; to relieve distress; to pro- 
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tect the widows and orphans of our 
brethren; to inculcate a wider knowl¬ 
edge concerning the existence of the 
Grand Architect of the Universe, and 
of the arts and sciences connected with 
His Divine laws. In fine, the design 
is to make its members wiser, freer, 
better and consequently happier men. 

These purposes are accomplished by 
means of a series of moral instructions 
taught, according to ancient usage, by 
allegories, symbols, types, figures and 
lectures. 

With this brief and general explana¬ 
tion is it still your desire to proceed? 

If the candidate answers in the affirmative* 
then conti mie: 

As a preparation for the mystic 
rites into which you are about to enter, 
you will now be asked to divest your 
mind and conscience of all mental prej¬ 
udices and superfluities incident to a 
material or worldly life; and to re¬ 
member that selfish aims and vanities, 
if present, are not in keeping with the 
reverential spirit which a true seeker 
of Divine Light and Wisdom must 
manifest when he enters upon the path 
of true initiation. I will now leave 
you in the hands of true and trusty 
brethren, who will attend to your fur¬ 
ther preparation and see that you pro¬ 
ceed as all others have done who have 
gone this way before. 
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SECTION I 


RECEPTION 



Thr. ceremonies as taught in this section not 
only serve as mar its of distinction, but com- 
inumcate useful and interesting knowledge, 
v-hen they are thoroughly investigated and un¬ 
derstood. It is, of course, impracticable, and 
inexpedient, in a monitorial work, to give a full 
explanation of the various symbols and cere- 
monies of our important rites; but an allusion, 
even m the most general terms, to the most 
important ones, in the order In which they 
occur, will be sufficient to lead the observant 
and contemplative Mason to make further ex- 
animation into their more concealed and im¬ 
portant import. 




****** 

THE PRAYER USED AT TIIE 
INITIATION OF A CANDIDATE 

Vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Fa¬ 
ther of the Universe, to this our pres¬ 
ent convention; and grant, that this 
candidate for Masonry may dedicate 
and devote his life to Thy service, and 
become a true and faithful brother 
among us. Endue him with a com¬ 
petency of Thy divine wisdom that by 
the secrets of our art he may better be 
enabled to display the beauties of god¬ 
liness* to the honor of Thy Holy 
Name. Amen. 

Response: So mote it be. 

* * * * * * 


*The word “godliness" has been reinstated in 
this prayer for the word “holiness** which 
swfcsiifuteci for it by Cross, and was therefore a 

modern innovation* Preston roses the word as 
restored* It is said that the prayer at initiation 
is one of very ancient usage and in Us corrected 
form was used fri/ tfe# “Ancient 7 * or “Ywrk Ma~ 
sons f ” but omitted by the Modems • 
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CIRCUM AMBULATION: 

The following passage of Scripture will be 
read during the ceremony, beginning immedi¬ 
ately after passing the South on first circuit: 
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i 

“Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity: 

j 

“It is like the precious ointment 
upon the head, that ran down upon the 
beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went 
down to the skirts of his garment: 

J 

“As the dew of Hermon, and as the 
dew that descended upon the moun¬ 
tains of Zion; for there the Lord com¬ 
manded the blessing, even life for 
evermore.” 

* * * * * * 



“In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth, and the earth 
was without form, and void; and dark¬ 
ness was upon the face of the deep, 
and the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters and God said: ‘Let 
there be light/ and there was light.” - 
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G * ® $ 



* * * £ $ 

In the course of this section the badge of a 
Mason is introduced and explained. 
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The Lambskin, or white leather 
apron, is an emblem of innocence and 
the badge of a Mason; more ancient 
than the Golden Fleece or Roman 
Eagle; more honorable than the Star 
and Garter, or any other order that 
could be conferred, at this, or any fu¬ 
ture period, by king, prince or poten¬ 
tate, or any person, except he be a 
Mason; and which, I trust, you will 
wear with equal pleasure to yourself 
and honor to the Fraternity. 

* * * * $ 



NORTH-EAST 
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DEMAND 

* * * * * 



***** 

CHARITY 

* * * * * 

THE WORKING TOOLS OF AN 
ENTERED APPRENTICE 

* * * * * 



* * * # * 

This section closes with the moral 
explanation of the Twenty-four Inch 
Gauge and Common Gavel . 

THE TWENTY-FOUR INCH GAUGE 

Is an instrument made use of by op¬ 
erative Masons to measure and lay out 
their work. But we, as Free and Ac¬ 
cepted Masons, are taught to make use 
of it for the more noble and glorious 
purpose of dividing our time. It be¬ 
ing divided into twenty-four equal 
parts, is emblematical of the twenty- 
four hours of the day; which we are 
taught to divide into three parts, 
whereby we find a portion for the 
service of God and a distressed worthy 
brother; a portion for our usual voca¬ 
tions, and a portion for refreshment 
and sleep. 
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THE COMMON GAVEL 

Is an instrument made use of by op¬ 
erative Masons, to break off the rough 
and superfluous parts of stones, the 
better to fit them for the builder’s use; 
but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, 
are taught to make use of it for the 
more noble and glorious purpose of di¬ 
vesting our minds and consciences of 
all the vices and superfluities of life, 
thereby fitting ourselves as living 
stones, for that spiritual building, that 
house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. 

* * * * * 


SECTION II 


This section rationally accounts for the cere¬ 
mony of initiating a candidate into our ancient 
institution, and fully explains the first section. 
No portion of it can be written, but the follow¬ 
ing emblems will greatly aid the memory in 
explaining said section. 
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* * • * 
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SECTION III 



Thk section sets out with the definition of the 
Lodge, and contains instructions relative to the 
jorrn, i supports, covering, furniture ornaments^ 
lights and Jewels of the Lodge, and how it 
should be situated and to whom dedicated. 

Every lawful assemblage of Masons, duly con- 
eregated for work, is “A just and legally cot> 
Btituted Lodge/' It is just, that is, regular and 
orderly, when it contains the requisite number 
to form a quorum and when the Bible, Square, 
and Compasses are present. It is legally consti¬ 
tuted when it is acting under the authority of 
® Warrant or Charter, emanating from the 
Grand Lodge in whose jurisdiction the Lodge 
is Situated, and signed by the grand officers, 
W a u f lu ^ Q1 'l zes the persons therein named* 
ana their successors to meet as Masons and per¬ 
form Masonic labor. As no assemblage of Ma¬ 
sons is legal without such an instrument, it is 
not only the privilege, but the duty, of every 
Mason on his first visit to a strange Lodge, to 
demand a sight of its Warrant or Charter : nor 
should any brother sit in a Lodge whose mem- 
bers are unwilling to exhibit the authority on 
which they act. 

Nearly the whole of the third section hits 
been made monitorial. The symbols and alle¬ 
gories of Freemasonry are susceptible of more 
than one interpretation. An Illustrious Ma¬ 
sonic Savant has welt said, “lie who would be¬ 
come an accomplished Mason must not be con¬ 
tent merely to hear, or even to understand, the 
lectures ; he must, aided by them, and they hav¬ 
ing as it were, marked out the way for him, 
study, interpret, and develop these symbols for 
himself." 



* v * * * # 














































































2- 

* C 

P 

P 2 

CL Oj 




I—i + 

9 


5 

■g gr 

ft 

5 ° 
p c 

r+ ZL 
ft C 
a- ^ 

tr 

VJ P 
r+ T+- 

P* 

ft Q 
rt* 

*•* 

C r+ 

s sr 

T ft 


0 W 

Hft P* 
>T 

r* ft 
ft &3 

S ST 

Pi g 

V P 

r+- 

ft p 
P §. 

H S2 

tr c 

;s 

s s 

= <* 


as S3 

(m 


si t*» 

» &. 2 
S.« 5 

o & 

•* M» 5T 
r/i - 

O* 

ft n tj- 
r> » 3 
p *3 
c N r+ 

n s p" 

* s * 

p 


P- £r 

O ft 
p* 

© P 

p 2? 

•-i r+ 

VI 

p 

Si 

§ £ 
0 S 

H 


ft 

P- 

P 

aa 


^ e p* <■** 

? p o 3 . 

53* & *s 

jx ft (u ft 
O 3. G* " 

“ cT o » 

r. W r-P- 


S tr ST 

S3 -• C6 
r+ ’tf 

SrS'g' 

M flj 3 P i !ii 

fc_j. |i—— 

g<5 - E! P g 

^ i® tc S3 “ 2 

03 “* «* - 


m* (-► -^ m« 

r-t ' ffl < 9 

a. m . i <-*■ 


3 

9 


sr 


£L ft 

fcj* W 

* a- ** 

Cr **' « 


s,# 

g ff 
8 | 
P W< 

«H- <!“+■ 


Vi 


__ P 

5- >-i 

=T r,L 

a- * 

P rj n 0 
r* ifa 
**- ft 

P _ 

H * “ 

rt- © tr 
9 1 IP 


9 

H ft 

5“ 9 

ft £L 

ri* 

« tr 

0 ft 

S 3 

3 CL. 

3 s 


^ ft 

® r> 

o ^ 

3ft 

s 

= g 

a. ® 

ft 

d. 

E» 

ft 


E 1 

H 

ft 

ts 

ft 

01 

ft 


S:tp ^ ft 
p f« £L rt 

cu C Hs- 


P 

P+* 

ft 


ft _»_ (+ 

cl O <2 o 

ft w 
P ^ P P 
S «+ ha 


Et P 
Sr p 

C; to 

P C5) 

!? § 
» 

B-- 

I* 

5 ft 

6 p 

C5* C 
ft ft 


P 

w 


p 

cr 

o 

*-< 

ft 

*-t 


Ht 

Xil 

>o 

ft 

Vi 

p 

3 

» 

& 


ft 

PU 

i—r 

P- 

ft 

ft 

ft 

■*# 

p 

d 

c 

Hj 

ft- 

Hi* 

on 

rt* 

cr 

M 

p 

r+ 

& 

P 

fid 

O 

Hi 

v: 

r-H 

ar 

w 

r+ 

ft 

M* 

3 

P 

fid 

3 

§ 

ft 

5 

r+ 

n 

P 

ia 

o 

ct* 

n - 

ft 

p 

ft* 

ft 

S 

v 

VJ 

o 

7 

O 

3 

p 

p 

P 

p 

rt- 

o 

p 

fe 

P 


-O 

ft * 

3 - H 

f r 

jp 

5- ^ 

o <m 

p- ft 

* r 

3 » 

_. P+- 

^ 3* 

S 2 
« 2 
a, A 

o _ 

P 

Fr, rt 

W J-' 

T> ^3 

S P 
•—'» 

?r V 

— 1 



M 


>• 


E3 

o 

H 


CJ 

























































24 


MANUAL OF THE LODGE 


ENTERED APPRENTICE 


25 


ior Warden, because from his position 
in the South he is the first to observe 
the meridian sun, which is the beauty 
and glory of the day; to call the craft 
from labor to refreshment and to su¬ 
perintend them during the hours there¬ 
of ; to see that none convert the pur- 1 
poses of refreshment into those of ' 
intemperance or excess; and to call 
them to labor again in due season, that 
the Worshipful Master may have | 
honor, and they pleasure and profit, 
thereby. 

THE COVERING OF THE 
SYMBOLIC LODGE 

The covering of the Symbolic Lodge i 
is no less than a clouded canopy, or 
starry-decked heavens, where all good 
Masons hope at last to arrive, by the 
aid of the theological ladder which 
Jacob, in his vision, saw ascending 
from earth to heaven; the three prin¬ 
cipal rungs of which are denominated 
Faith, Hope, and Charity; and which 
admonish us to have faith in God, hope 
of immortality, and charity to all man¬ 
kind. 

Of these. Charity is the greatest; for 
Faith may be lost in sight; Hope end 
in fruition; but Charity extends be¬ 
yond the grave, through the boundless 
realms of eternity. 

THE FURNITURE OF THE LODGE 
is the Holy Bible, Square and Com¬ 
passes. 



Jacob's yisi<m 
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The Holy Bible is dedicated to God, 
because it is the inestimable gift of 
God to man: * * * * * the Square 
to the Master, because it is the proper 
Masonic emblem of his office; and the 
Compasses to the Craft, because, by 
due attention to their use, they are 
taught to circumscribe their desires 
and keep their passions within due 
bounds. 
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THE ORNAMENTS OF THE LODGE 

Are the Mosaic Pavement, the Indented 
Tessel, and the Blazing Star . 


E 



W 


The Mosaic Pavement is a represen¬ 
tation of the ground-floor of King 
Solomon’s Temple; and the Indented 
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Teasel, of that beautiful tessellated 
border or skirting which surrounded it. 
The Mosaic Pavement is emblematical 
of human life checkered with good and 
evil; the beautiful border which sur¬ 
rounds it is emblematical of those 
manifold blessings and comforts which 
surround us, and which we hope to ob¬ 
tain by a faithful reliance on Divine 
Providence, which is hieroglyphically 
represented by the Blazing Star in the 
center. 


a 



The Lodge has three symbolic lights; 
one of these is in the East, one in the 
West, and one in the South, There is 
no light in the North, because 
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THE JEWELS OF THE LODGE 
There are six Jewels belonging to 
the Lodge, three immovable and three 
movable. The Immovable Jewels are 
the Square, Level, and Plumb; the 
Square teaches morality, the Level 
equality, and the Plumb rectitude of 
conduct. They are termed immovable, 
because they belong at fixed stations 
in the Lodge—the Square in the East, 
the Level in the West, and the Plumb 
in the South, and are the jewels of the 
officers filling those respective sta¬ 
tions. 

IMMOVABLE JEWELS 
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The movable Jewels are the Rough 
Ashlar, Perfect Ashlar, and the Tres¬ 
tle-Board. 

The Rough Ashlar is a stone as 
taken from the quarry, in its rude and 
natural state. The Perfect Ashlar is 
a stone made ready by the hands of 
the workmen, to be adjusted by the 
working-tools of the Fellow-Craft. The 
Trestle-Board is for the Master work¬ 
man to draw his designs upon. 

By the Rough Ashlar we are re¬ 
minded of our rude and imperfect state 
by nature; fay the Perfect Ashlar, of 
that state of perfection at which we 
hope to arrive by a virtuous education, 
our own endeavors, and the blessing 
of God; and, by the Trestle-Board, we 
are also reminded that, as the opera¬ 
tive workman erects his temporal 
building agreeably to the rules and de¬ 
signs laid down by the Master on his 
Trestle-Board, so should we, as Spec¬ 
ulative Masons, endeavor to erect our 
spiritual building agreeably to the 
rules and designs laid down by the Su¬ 
preme Architect of the Universe, in 
the great books of nature and revela¬ 
tion, which are our spiritual, moral, 
and Masonic Trestle-Board. 


entered apprentice 


ei 


THE SITUATION OF THE LODGE 



The Tabernacle established by Moses in the 
wilderness which became the TftotfeZ for Solo¬ 
mon's Temple and which together with the 
Temple, furnished muck of the symbolic foun¬ 
dation for Ancient Craft Masonry. 
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DEDICATION 

Our ancient brethren dedicated their 
Lodges to King Solomon, because he 
was our first Most Excellent Grand 
Master; but modern Masons dedicate 
theirs to St John the Baptist, and St. 
John the Evangelist, who were two 
eminent patrons of Masonry; and since 
their time, there is represented, in 
every regular and well-governed Lodge, 
a certain Point within a Circle, em- 
bordered by two perpendicular par¬ 
allel lines , representing St. John the 
Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist; 
and upon the top rests the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures. The point represents an in- 
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dividual brother; the circle is the 
boundary line, beyond which he is 
never to suffer his prejudices or pas¬ 
sions to betray him. 

In going round this circle, we neces¬ 
sarily touch upon these two lines, as 
well as the Holy Scriptures; and while 
a Mason keeps himself circumscribed 
within these due bounds, it is impos¬ 
sible that he should materially err. 

The principal tenets of our profes¬ 
sion are three: Brotherly Lone, Relief 
and Truth, and are thus explained: 

BROTHERLY LOVE 

1. By the exercise of brotherly love, 
we are taught to regard the whole hu¬ 
man species as 
one family—the 
high and low, the 
rich and poor; 
who, as created 
by one Almighty 
Parent, and in¬ 
habitants of the 
same planet, are 
to aid, support 

and protect each other. On this prin¬ 
ciple, Masonry unites men of every 
country, sect, and opinion, and con¬ 
ciliates true friendship among those 
who might otherwise, have remained 
at a perpetual distance. 

RELIEF 

2. To relieve the distressed is a duty 
incumbent upon all men; but particu- 
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Iarly on Ma¬ 
sons, wh o are 
linked together 
by an indissol¬ 
uble chain of 
sincere affec¬ 
tion. To soothe 
the unhappy, 
to sympathize 
with their mis¬ 
fortunes, to compassionate their mis¬ 
eries, and to restore peace to their 
troubled minds, is the grand aim we 
have in view. On this basis we form 
our friendships and establish our con¬ 
nections. 



TRUTH 

3. Truth is a divine attribute, and 
the foundation of every virtue. To be 

good and true, is 
the first lesson 
we are taught in 
Masonry. On this 
theme we con¬ 
template, and by 
its dictates en¬ 
deavor to regu¬ 
late our conduct. 
Hence, while in- 
. . fluenced by this 

principle, hypocrisy and deceit are un¬ 
known among us, sincerity and plain¬ 
dealing distinguish us, and the heart 
and tongue join in promoting each 
other's welfare, and rejoicing in each 
other's prosperity. 

THE MANNER OF SERVICE 

Our Ancient Brethren served their 
Masters * * * 
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* * * * * * 


THE FOUR CARDINAL VIRTUES, 

Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and 
Justice are * * * * * in this manner: 


Temperance is that due 
restraint upon our affec¬ 
tions and passions which 
renders the body tame and 
governable, and frees the 
mind from the allurements 
of vice. This virtue should 
be the constant practice of 
every Mason, as he is 
thereby taught to avoid ex¬ 
cess, or the contracting of 
any licentious or vicious 
habit, the indulgence of 
which might lead him to disclose some 
of those valuable secrets which he has 
promised to conceal and never reveal, 
and which would consequently subject 
him to the contempt and detestation 
of all good Masons. 
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Fortitude is that noble and steady 
purpose of the mind, whereby we are 
enabled to undergo any pain, peril, or 
danger, when pruden- 
tially deemed expedient. 
This virtue is equally 
distant from rashness 
and cowardice; and, like 
the former, should be 
deeply impressed upon 
the mind of every Ma¬ 
son, as a safeguard 
against any illegal at¬ 
tack that may be made, 
by force or otherwise, to 
extort from him any of 
those valuable secrets 
with which he has been so solemnly en¬ 
trusted, and which were emblemat¬ 
ically represented upon his first ad¬ 
mission into the Lodge. 

* * # * 

Prudence teaches us to regulate our 
lives and actions agreeably to the dic¬ 
tate of reason, and is that habit by 
which we wisely judge, 
and prudentially deter¬ 
mine, on all things rel¬ 
ative to our present, 
as well as our future 
happiness. This virtue 
should be the peculiar 
characteristic of every 
Mason, not only for 
the government of his 
conduct while in the 
Lodge, but also when 
abroad in the world. It 
should be particularly attended to in 
all strange and mixed companies, never 
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let fall the least sign, token, or word* 
whereby the secrets of Masonry might 
be unlawfully obtained. 

i* ft * * =K 

Justice is that standard, or boundary 
of right, which enables us 
to render to every man his 
just due, without distinc¬ 
tion. This virtue is not only 
consistent with Divine and 
human laws, but is the 
very cement and support of 
civil society; and as justice 
in a great measure, consti¬ 
tutes the real good man, so 
should it be the invariable 
practice of every Mason 
never to deviate from the 
minutest principles thereof. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

This closes the third section, and 
finishes the Degree, with the exception 
of the charge, to which I now invite 
your attention. Please rise. 

CHARGE 

My Brother:—As you are now intro¬ 
duced into the first principles of Ma¬ 
sonry, I congratulate you on your ad¬ 
mission into this ancient and honorable 
Order; ancient as having existed from 
time immemorial; honorable, as tend¬ 
ing to make all men so, who are 
strictly obedient to its teachings and 
precepts. No institution was ever 
raised on a better principle or more 
solid foundation; nor were ever more 
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excellent rales and useful maxims laid 
down, than are inculcated in every Ma¬ 
sonic degree. 

There are three great duties which, 
as a Mason, you are charged to incul¬ 
cate—to God, your neighbor, and your¬ 
self. To God, in never mentioning his 
name but with that reverential awe. 
which is due from a creature to his 
Creator; to implore His aid in all your 
laudable undertakings, and to esteem 
Him as the chief good. To your neigh¬ 
bor, in acting upon the square, doing 
unto him as you wish he should do 
unto you; and to yourself, in avoid¬ 
ing all irregularity and intemperance, 
which may impair your faculties, or 
debase the dignity of your profession. 
A zealous attachment to these duties 
will insure public and private esteem. 

As a citizen, you are to be a quiet 
and peaceable subject, true to your 
government, and just to your country; 
you are not to countenance disloyalty 
or rebellion, but patiently submit to 
legal authority, and conform with 
cheerfulness to the government of the 
country in which you live. 

In your outward demeanor, be par¬ 
ticularly careful to avoid censure or 
reproach. Let no interest, favor or 
prejudice, bias your integrity, or in¬ 
fluence you to be guilty of a dishonor¬ 
able action. 

Your prompt attendance at our 
meetings, when at labor in the Entered 
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Apprentice Degree, is earnestly so¬ 
licited; yet it is not meant that Ma¬ 
sonry should interfere with your neces¬ 
sary vocations, fCr these are, on no 
account, to be neglected; neither are 
you to suffer your zeal for the insti¬ 
tution to lead you into argument with 
those who, through ignorance, may 
ridicule it. At your leisure hours, that 
you may improve in Masonic knowl¬ 
edge, you are to converse w r ith well in¬ 
formed brethren, who will always be 
as ready to give, as you will be to re¬ 
ceive instruction. 

Finally, keep sacred and inviolable 
the mysteries of the Order, as these 
are to distinguish you from the rest 
of the community, and mark your con¬ 
sequence among Masons. If, in the 
circle of your acquaintance, you find 
a person desirous of being initiated 
into Masonry, be particularly attentive 
not to recommend him unless you are 
convinced he w r ill conform to the laws, 
customs and usages of the Order; to 
the end, that the honor, glory, and rep¬ 
utation of the Institution may he 
firmly established, and the vrorld at 
large convinced of its good effects. 
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Fellow-Craft’s Degree 



Masonry, like all other sciences, is progres¬ 
sive and can only be acquired by degrees'and 
at intervals. "When an Entered Apprentice has 
served the proper time, and learned properly 
the Ritual of the first degree, he can, and it is 
13 f utj (if he is a good and true Apprentice) 
to apply through a member of the Lodge for 
the second, or Fellow-Craft’s Degree, 

This application can be made orally, at a 
Sm ^ “‘fting, but before the applicant can be 
balloted lor, he must be examined in an En- 
tered Apprentice Lodge as to his proficiency in 
the first degree, and if (after closing the E. A. 
Lodge, and calling to labor in the Master's De- 
gree>, said examination is declared satisfactory, 
by the vote of the brethren present, the Lodge 
will proceed to ballot upon said application. 

^ div i dcd , into two sections, the 
l ir ^: 0j - entirely ceremonial and the 

tiem U o’f ^ rtajning to - t * ie same is a. reeapitula- 
t;on of the ceremonies used on the occasion 

ofib? °T S be wd L understood by every member 
ot the Loage, and more especially, by the of- 

^ j l . e lt extends the plan of knowledge 
commenced m the first degree, it comprehends 
a more extensive system of learning, and incul¬ 
cates in our peculiar method, the most impor- 
taut truths of science* 
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SECTION I 

The first Section accurately elucidates the 
mode of initiation into this decree. 

The Fellow Craft's degree, is particularly de¬ 
voted to science. The mind of the recipient is 
fixed, by the nature of its ritual, upon the won¬ 
ders of nature and of art* 

The attention is particularly directed to the 
liberal arts and sciences, with whose principles 
the candidate is charged to become familiar, 
that he may be enabled to occupy with honor to 
himself, and with profit to his fellow-creatures, 
his alloted place in the great structure of hu¬ 
man society* 



$ « g £ $ 
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CIRCUM AMBULATION 

The following passages of scripture will be 
read during the ceremony, beginning immedi¬ 
ately after passing the South on second circuit: 
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J J 

“Thus he shewed me; and behold the 
Lord stood upon a wall made by a 
plumb line, with a plumb line in His 
hand. 

J J 

“And the Lord said unto me, Amos, 
what seest thou? And I said, a plumb 
line. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I 
will set a plumb line in the midst of 
my people Israel. 

J J 

"I will not again pass by them any 
more.” 



****** 
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THE WORKING TOOLS OF A 
FELLOW-CRAFT 

$ $ 4 * £ 



# * * * 


This section closes with the moral 
explanation of the Plumb, Square and 
Level 

The Plumb is an instrument made 
use of by operative Masons to raise 
perpendiculars, the Square to square 
their work, and the Level to lay hori¬ 
zontals; but we as Free and Accepted 
Masons, are taught to make use of 
them for more noble and glorious pur- 


FELLOW CRAFT 


45 

poses; the Plumb admonishes us to 
walk uprightly in our several stations 
before God and man, squaring our ac¬ 
tions by the Square of Virtue, and re¬ 
membering that we are traveling upon 
the Level of Time, to “that undiscov¬ 
ered country, from whose bourne no 
traveler returns.” 

3|j ifc ijc ffc 

SECTION II 

The Terrestrial and Celestial Globes, the Orders 
of Architecture, the Human Senses, and the 
Liberal Arts and Sciences are here introduced 
and explained, and the learned and accom¬ 
plished Mason may display his talents and 
skill in their elucidation. 

The Second Section * * * * and 
treats of Masonry under two denom¬ 
inations, Operative and Speculative. It 
also details some interesting features 
relative to the Temple of Solomon, and 
the usages of our Ancient Brethren, 
in the course of which the mind is 
drawn to the contemplation of themes 
of science and philosophy. 

OPERATIVE MASONRY 

We work in Speculative Masonry, 
but our ancient brethren wrought in 
both Operative and Speculative, They 
worked at the building of King Solo¬ 
mon’s Temple, and many other sacred 
and important edifices. 

By Operative Masonry we allude to 
a proper application of the useful rules 
of architecture, whence a structure 
will derive figure, strength and beauty, 
and whence will result a due propor¬ 
tion, and a just correspondence in all 
its parts. It furnishes us with dwell¬ 
ings and with convenient shelter from 
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the vicissitudes and inclemencies of 
the seasons; and while it displays the 
effects of human wisdom, as well in 
the choice as in the arrangement of 
the sundry materials of which an edi¬ 
fice is composed, it demonstrates that 
a fund of science and industry is im¬ 
planted in man, for the best, most sal¬ 
utary and beneficent purposes. 

SPECULATIVE MASONRY 

By Speculative Masonry we learn to 
subdue the passions, act upon the 
square, keep a tongue of good report, 
maintain secrecy, and practice charity. 
It is so far interwoven with religion as 
to lay us under obligations to pay that 
rational homage to the Deity, which at 
once constitutes our duty and our hap¬ 
piness. 

It leads the contemplative to view, 
with reverence and admiration, the 
glorious works of creation, and in¬ 
spires him with the most exalted ideas 
of the perfection of his Divine Creator. 
In six days God created the heavens 
and the earth, and rested upon the 
seventh day; the seventh, therefore, 
our ancient brethren consecrated as a 
day of rest from their labors; thereby 
enjoying frequent opportunities to con¬ 
template the glorious works of the cre¬ 
ation, and to adore the Great Creator. 

****** 


****** 
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THE GLOBES 

* * * * two artificial spherical bodies 
* * * *, upon the convex surfaces of 
which were delineated the countries, 
seas, and various portions of the 
earth's surface; the face of the heav¬ 
ens, the planetary revolutions, fixed 
stars, and other particulars. 

* * 

THE USE OF THE GLOBES 
Their principal use, besides serving 
as maps to distinguish the outward! 
parts of the earth, and the situation* 
of the fixed stars, was to illustrate 
and explain the phenomena arising 
from the annual revolution and the 
diurnal rotation of the earth around its 
own axis. They are the noblest instru¬ 
ments for improving the mind, and 
giving it the most distinct idea of any 
problem or proposition, as well as en¬ 
abling it to solve the same. Contem¬ 
plating these bodies, we are inspired 
with a due reverence for the Deity and 
his works, and are induced to encour¬ 
age the studies of Geometry, Astron¬ 
omy, Geography, and Navigation, and 
the arts and sciences dependent upon 
them, through which a more extensive 
knowledge of the mysteries of nature,, 
and of the laws which govern the uni¬ 
verse may be obtained; and by which, 
throughout many ages, the initiated 
have been so greatly benefited. 

The five orders of Architecture rsext require 
attention. 

By order in Architecture is meant a 
system of all the members, propor¬ 
tions and ornaments of colamms and 
pilasters; or, it is a regular arrange- 
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ment of the projecting parts of a build¬ 
ing, which, united with those of a col¬ 
umn, form a beautiful, perfect and 
complete whole. 

From the first formation of society, 
order in architecture may be traced. 
When the rigor of the seasons first 
obliged man to contrive shelter from 
the inclemency of the weather, we 
learn that they planted trees on end, 
and then laid others across to support 
a covering. The bands which connected 
those trees at the top and bottom are 
said to have given rise to the idea of 
the base and capital of pillars; and 
from this simple hint, originally pro¬ 
ceeded the more improved art of archi¬ 
tecture. 

* * * * =1= 

THE FIVE ORDERS OF 
ARCHITECTURE 

Are the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Co¬ 
rinth ian, and Comjiosite. 

THE TUSCAN 
Is the most simple 
and solid of the five 
orders. It was in- i 
vented in Tuscany, 
whence it derives its 
name. Its column is 
seven diameters 
high, and its capital, 
base and entablature 
have but few' mould¬ 
ings. The simplicity 
of the construction 
of this column ren¬ 
ders it eligible where 
ornament would be 
superfluous. 
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THE DORIC 

Which is plain and 
natural, is the 
most ancient, and 
was invented by 
the Greeks. Its 
column is eight 
diameters high, 
and has seldom 
any ornaments on 
base or capital, 
except mouldings; 
though the frieze 
is distinguished 
by triglyphs and 
metopes, and tri- 
glyphs compose 
the ornaments of the frieze. The solid 
composition of this order gives it pref¬ 
erence in structures where strength 
and noble simplicity are chiefly re¬ 
quired. 

The Doric is the best proportioned 
of all the orders. The several parts 
of which it is composed are founded on 
the natural position of solid bodies. 
In its first invention it was more sim¬ 
ple than in its present state. In after 
times, when it began to be adorned, 
it gained the name of Doric; for when 
it was constructed in its primative and 
simple form, the name of Tuscan was 
conferred on it. Hence the Tuscan 
precedes the Doric in rank, on account 
of its resemblance to that pillar in its 
original state. 
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where strength, elegance, and beauty 
are displayed. 

OF THE INVENTION OF ORDER 
IN ARCHITECTURE 

The ancient and original orders of 
Architecture, revered by Masons, are 
no more than three, the Doric, Ionic, 
and Corinthian, which were invented 
by the Greeks. To these the Romans 
have added two; the Tuscan, which 
they made plainer than the Doric; and 
the Composite, which was more orna¬ 
mental, if not more beautiful, than the 
Corinthian. The first three orders 
alone, however, show invention and 
particular character, and essentially 
differ from each other; the two others 
have nothing but what is borrowed, 
and differ only accidentally; the Tus¬ 
can is the Doric in its earliest state; 
and the Composite is the Corinthian 
enriched with the Ionic. To the 
Greeks, therefore, and not to the Rom¬ 
ans, we are indebted for what is great, 
judicious and distinct in architecture. 



* * * * * 
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THE FIVE HUMAN SENSES 

Are Hearing , Seeing, Feeling , Smell¬ 
ing, and Tasting (and are next in 
order for explanation): 


HEARING 


Is that sense by which we distinguish 
sounds, and are capable of enjoying all 
the agreeable charms of 
music. By it, we are en¬ 
abled to enjoy the plea¬ 
sures of society, and recip¬ 
rocally to communicate to 
each other our thoughts 
and intentions, our pur¬ 
poses and desires; and thus 
our reason is capable of 
exerting its utmost power and energy. 
The wise and beneficent Author of Na¬ 



ture intended, by the formation of this 
sense, that we should be social crea¬ 
tures, and receive the greatest and 
most important part of our knowledge 
by intercourse with each other. For 
these purposes we are endowed with 
hearing, that, by a proper exertion of 
our rational powers, our happiness 


may be complete. 


SEEING 

Is that sense by which we distinguish 
objects, and in an instant of time, 
without change of place or situation, 
view armies in battle 
array, figures of the 
most stately structures 
and all the agreeable 
variety displayed in the 
landscape of Nature. By 
this sense, we find our way on the 
pathless ocean, traverse the globe of 
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earth, determine Its figure and dimen¬ 
sions, and delineate any region or 
quarter of it. By it we measure the 
planetary orbs, and make new discov¬ 
eries in the sphere of the fixed stars. 
Nay, more; by it we perceive the tem¬ 
pers and dispositions, the passions and 
affections of our fellow creatures, 
when they wish most to conceal them; 
so that, though the tongue may be 
taught to lie and dissemble, the coun¬ 
tenance would display the hypocrisy 
to the discerning eye. In fine, the rays 
of light which minister to this sense 
are the most astonishing part of the 
animated creation, and render the eye 
a peculiar object of admiration. Of 
all the faculties, sight is the noblest. 
The structure of the eye, and its ap¬ 
purtenances, evince the admirable con¬ 
trivance of Nature for performing all 
its various external and internal mo¬ 
tions; while the variety displayed in 
the eyes of different animals, suited to 
their several ways of life, clearly dem¬ 
onstrates this organ to be the master¬ 
piece of Nature’s work. 

FEELING 

Is that sense by which we distinguish 
the different qualities of bodies, such 
as heat and cold, hardness and soft¬ 
ness, roughness 
and smooth¬ 
ness, figure, 
solidity, motion 
and extension; 
all of which, by 
means of cer- 
ta i n corre¬ 
sponding sensations of touch, are pre¬ 
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sented to the mind as real external 
qualities, and the conception or belief 
of them invariably connected with 
these corresponding sensations by an 
original principle of human nature, 
which far transcends our Inquiry. All 
our knowledge beyond our original 
perception is obtained by experience. 
The constancy of nature’s laws con¬ 
nects the sign with the signified, and 
we rely on the continuance of that con¬ 
nection which experience hath dis¬ 
covered. 


SMELLING 

Is that sense by which we distinguish 
odors, the various kinds of which con¬ 
vey different impressions to the mind. 

Animal and vegetable bod¬ 
ies, and indeed most other 
bodies, while exposed to 
air, continually send forth 
effluvia of vast subtlety, 
as well in the state of 
life and growth, as in the 
state of fermentation and putrefac¬ 
tion. These effluvia, being drawn into 
the nostrils along with the air, are the 
means by which all bodies are smelled. 
Hence it is evident that there is a 
manifest appearance of design in the 
great Creator’s having planted the or¬ 
gan of smell in the inside of that canal, 
through which the air continually 
passes in respiration. 
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TASTING 

Enables us to make a proper distinc¬ 
tion in the choice of our food. The 
organ of this sense guards the entrance 

of the all- 
in entary 
canal* as 
that of 
smell 
guards the 
ent ranee 
of the ca~ 

. . nal for res¬ 

piration. From the situation of both 
these organs, it is plain that they are 
intended by Nature to distinguish 
wholesome food from that which is 
nauseous. Everything: that enters into 
the stomach must undergo the scrutiny 
of tasting; and by it we are capable of 
discerning the changes which the 
same body undergoes in the different 
compositions of art, cookery, chem¬ 
istry, pharmacy, etc. 

Smelling and Tasting are insepar¬ 
ably connected, and it is by the unnat¬ 
ural kind of life men commonly lead 
in society that these senses are ren¬ 
dered less fit to perform their natural 
offices. Each of the senses of the 
body is directly connected with the 
human mind, and they are essential 
instrumentalities through which the 
immortal spirit contacts the outer 
world. By anatomical dissection and 
observation, we become acquainted 
with the body and its functions; but 
it is by the anatomy of the mind alone, 
we discover its powers and principles. 
To sum up the whole of this transcen¬ 
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dent measure of God’s bounty to man, 
we shall add, that memory, imagina¬ 
tion, reasoning, moral perception, and 
all the active powers of the soul, in¬ 
cluding its senses, present a vast and 
boundless field for study and investi¬ 
gation, and are peculiar mysteries , 
known only to nature and nature’s 
God, to Whom we are all indebted for 
creation, preservation and every bless¬ 
ing we enjoy. 

Of the five senses, three are prin¬ 
cipally revered by Masons, namely: 

Hearing, Seeing, and Feeling . 

& * * =fc t- 

THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND 

SCIENCES 

Are Grammar f Rhetoric, Logic, Arith¬ 
metic, Geometry, Music and Astron~ 
omy. The fifth of these sciences. 
Geometry, is deemed principally essen¬ 
tial in Masonry. (The seven liberal 
arts and sciences are illustrated in this 
section as follows): 

GRAMMAR 

Teaches the proper arrangement of 
words, according to the idiom or dia¬ 
lect of any particular people, and that 
excellency of pronunciation which en¬ 
ables us to speak or write a language 
with accuracy, agreeably to reason and 
correct usage. 

RHETORIC 

Teaches us to speak copiously and flu¬ 
ently on any subject, not merely with 
propriety alone, but with alt the ad- 
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vantages of force and elegance, wisely 
contriving to captivate the hearer by 
strength of argument and beauty of 
expression, whether it be to entreat, 
exhort, admonish or applaud, 

LOGIC 

Teaches us to guide our reason discre¬ 
tional ly in the general knowledge of 
things, and directs our inquiries after 
truth. It consists of a regular train of 
argument, whence we infer, deduce, 
and conclude, according to certain 
premises laid down, admitted or 
granted; and in it are employed the 
faculties of conceiving, iudging rea¬ 
soning, and disposing; all of which 
are naturally led on from one grada¬ 
tion to another, until the point in ques¬ 
tion is finally determined. 

ARITHMETIC 

Teaches the powers and properties of 
numbers, which are variously effected, 
by letters, tables, figures and instru¬ 
ments. By this art, reasons and dem¬ 
onstrations are given for finding out 
any certain number whose relation or 
affinity to another is alreadv known 
or discovered. 

GEOMETRY 

This science treats of the powers and 
properties of magnitudes in general 
where length, breadth, and thickness 
are considered, from a point to a line, 
Irom a line to a superficies , and from 
a superficies to a solid. 

A point is a dimensionless figure; or 
an indivisible part of space. 
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A line is a point continued, and a 
figure of one capacity, namely, length . 

A superficies is a figure of two di¬ 
mensions, namely, length and breadth. 

A solid is a figure of three dimen¬ 
sions, namely length, breadth and 
thickness. 

THE ADVANTAGES OF 
GEOMETRY 

By this science, the architect is en¬ 
abled to construct his plans and exe¬ 
cute his designs; the general to ar¬ 
range his soldiers; the engineer to 
mark out ground for encampments; 
the geographer to give us the dimen¬ 
sions of the world, and all things 
therein contained; to delineate the ex¬ 
tent of the seas, and specify the divi¬ 
sions of empires, kingdoms and prov¬ 
inces; by it, also, the astronomer is 
enabled to make his observations, and 
to fix the duration of times and sea¬ 
sons, years and cycles. In fine, geom¬ 
etry is the foundation of architecture, 
and the root of mathematics. 

MUSIC 

Teaches us the art of forming con¬ 
cords, so as to compose delightful har¬ 
mony, by a mathematical and propor¬ 
tional arrangement of acute, grave and 
mixed sounds. This art by a series of 
experiments, is reduced to a demon¬ 
strative science, with respect to tones, 
and intervals of sound. It inquires 
into the nature of concords, discords, 
and enahles us to find out the propor¬ 
tion between them by numbers. 
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ASTRONOMY 

Is that divine art* by which we are 
taught to read the wisdom, strength 
and beauty of the Almighty Creator 
in those sacred pages, the celestial 
hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy, 
we can observe the motions, measure 
the distances, comprehend the magni¬ 
tudes, and calculate the periods and 
eclipses of the heavenly bodies. By it 
we learn the use of the globes, the sys¬ 
tem of the world, and the preliminary 
laws of nature. While we are employed 
in the study of this science, we must 
perceive unparalleled instances of wis¬ 
dom and goodness, and through the 
whole creation, trace the glorious 
Author by His works. 
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* * * * * 
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THE MORAL ADVANTAGES OF 
GEOMETRY 

From this theme we proceed to illus¬ 
trate the moral advantages of Geom¬ 
etry, a subject on which the following 
observations may not be unacceptable. 
Geometry,, the first and noblest of 
sciences, js the basis on which the 
superstructure of Freemasonry is 
erected. By Geometry we may cur¬ 
iously trace nature, through her vari¬ 
ous windings, to her most concealed 
recesses. By it we discover the power, 
wisdom and goodness of the Grand 
Artificer of the Universe, and view 
with delight the proportions which 
connect this vast machine. By it we 
discover how the planets move in their 
different orbits, and demonstrate their 
various revolutions. 

By it we account for the return of 
seasons, and the variety of scenes 
which each season displays to the dis¬ 
cerning eye. 

Numberless worlds are around us 
(all framed by the same Divine Art¬ 
ist), which roll through the vast ex¬ 
panse, and all are conducted by the 
same unerring laws of nature. 

A survey of nature, and the ob¬ 
servation of her beautiful proportions, 
first determined man to imitate the 
divine plan, and study symmetry and 
order. This gave rise to Societies, and 
birth to every useful art. The archi¬ 
tect began to design, and the plans 
winch he laid down, being improved by 
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experience and time, have produced 
works which are the admiration of 
every age. 

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand 
of ignorance, and the devastations of 
»ar, have laid waste and destroyed 
many valuable monuments of antiqui- 
t), on which the utmost exertions of 
human genius have been employed. 
Even the Temple of Solomon, so 
spacious and magnificent, and con¬ 
structed by so many celebrated artists, 
escaped not the unsparing ravages of 
barbarous foree. 

Freemasonry, notwithstanding, has 
stdl survived. The attentive ear re¬ 
ceives the sound from the instructive 
tongue, and the sacred mysteries are 
safel 5 j lodged in the repository of 
/ ai i hful breasts. 

Tools and implements of architec¬ 
ture, symbols the most expressive! are 
selected by the Fraternity, to imprint 
on toe memory wise and serious 
truths; an., thus, through a succession 
of ages, are transmitted, unimpaired, 
tne excellent tenets of our institution. 

* * * * * 

JTJ 


FELLOW CRAFT 


67 


CORN, WINE AND OIL 
****** 

This closes the second section, and 
finish es the Degree, with the excep¬ 
tion of the charge, to which I now 
invite your attention. Please rise. 

CHARGE TO THE CANDIDATE 

My Brother: Being passed to the de¬ 
gree of Fellow-Craft, permit me, in 
the name of the brethren, to congrat¬ 
ulate you on your preferment. The 
internal and not the external qualifica¬ 
tions of a man are what Masonry re¬ 
gards. As you increase in know ledge 
you will improve in social intercourse. 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the 
duties which, as a Fellow-Craft, you 
are bound to perform, or to enlarge 
on the importance of strict adherence 
to them, as your own experience and 
examination will convince you of their 
value. 

Our laws and regulations you are 
strenuously to support, and be always 
ready to assist in seeing them duly 
executed. You are not to palliate or 
aggravate the offenses of your breth¬ 
ren; but, in the decision of every tres¬ 
pass against our rules you are to 
judge with candor, admonish with 
friendship and reprehend with justice. 

The study of the liberal arts and 
sciences, that valuable branch of edu¬ 
cation which tends so effectually to 
polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly 
recommended to your careful consid¬ 
eration; especially the science of 
Geometry, which is established as the 
basis of our art. 
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Geometry, or Masonry (originally 
synonymous terms), being of a divine 
and moral nature, is enriched with the 
moat useful knowledge; while it proves 
the wonderful properties of nature, it 
demonstrates the more important 
truths of morality. 

Your past behavior, and regular de¬ 
portment, have merited the honor 
which we have conferred; and in your 
present character it is expected that 
you will conform to the principles of 
the order, by steadily persevering in 
the study and practice of every com¬ 
mendable virtue. Such is the nature 
of your engagement as a Fellow-Craft, 
and to these duties you are bound by 
the most sacred and solemn ties. 


Master Mason 

Freemasonry* as before Stated, is progressive* 
and a knowledge o£ its philosophy and teach¬ 
ings cun only be acquired by time, patience, 
perseverance and dose application* 

In the first degree, we are taught the duties 
we owe to God* our neighbor and ourselves* 

Tn the second, we are more thoroughly in¬ 
ducted into the mysteries of moral science and 
learn to trace the goodness and majesty of the 
Creator, by minutely analyzing His works* 

But the third degree cements the whole* and 
is calculated to bind men together by mystic 
ties of fellowship, as in a bond of fraternal 
affection and brotherly love. 

It is among brethren of this degree that the 
Ancient Landmarks of the Order are preserved* 
and it is from them the rulers of the Craft 
are selected. It is in a Master's Lodge that 
all business of a legislative character is trans¬ 
acted and all balloting takes place, 

The candidate, after serving his proper time 
as a Fellow-Craft, orally applies for the Mas¬ 
ter's degree ; and, after being examined in a 
Fellow-Craft’s Lodge, as to Ids proficiency, a 
Master's Lodge is then called to labor (it being 
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a stated meeting), and if the Lodge approves 
his examination* a ballot is taken upon his ap¬ 
plication for the third degree ; and if elected* 
and there be no objection, he is prepared for 
his introduction Into the first section of the 
Master's Degree. The conferring of the degree 
may be postponed to a subsequent called meet¬ 
ing, if desired. 

This Degree Is divided into three sections. 


SECTION I 



****** 
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CIRCUM AMBULATION 

The following passages of Scripture win be 
read during the ceremony, beginning immedi¬ 
ately after passing the South on first circuit: 
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J 

“Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not. 


t 

4 

"Nor the years draw nigh, when 
llum shalt say I have no pleasure in 
them; while the sun or the light, or 
the moon, or the stars, he not dark¬ 
ened, nor the clouds return after the 
rain; 


J 

“In the day when the keepers of the 
house shall tremble, and the strong 
men shall bow' themselves, 

J J 

“And the grinders cease, because 
they arc few; and those that look out 
of the windows be darkened, and the 
doors shall be shut in the streets, 

J J 

“When the sound of the grinding is 
low; and he shall rise up at the voice 
of the bird, and all the daughters of 
music shall be brought low. 

J J 

“Also, when they shall be afraid of 
that which is high, and fears shall be 
in the way, 
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J J J 

"And the almond tree shall flourish, 
and the grasshopper shall be a burden, 
and desire shall fail; 

J J J 

“Because man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners go about the 
streets; or ever the silver cord he 
loosed, or the golden howl be broken, 
or the pitcher be broken at the foun¬ 
tain, or the wheel broken at the cis¬ 
tern. 


J J J 

‘"Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was and the spirit shall re¬ 
turn unto God who gave it.”—Eccle¬ 
siastes 12:1-7. 


Si * * * * 
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THE WORKING TOOLS OF A 
MASTER MASON 

4 4 4 $ 4 4 



4 44 4 4 4 

This section closes with the moral 
explanation of the Trowel . 

The trowel 1b an instrument made 
use of by operative Masons to spread 
the cement which unites a building in 
one common mass; but we, as Free 
and Accepted Masons, are taught to 
make use of it for the more noble and 
glorious purpose of spreading the ce¬ 
ment of brotherly love and affection; 
that cement which unites us into one 
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sacred band, or society of friends and 
brothers, among whom no contention 
should ever exist, but that noble con¬ 
tention, or rather emulation, of who 
can best work and best agree. 

* * =t= * 

SECTION II 

This section, like the first, is altogether cere¬ 
monial and recites a legend of the utmost im¬ 
portance to the Order ; and should be well un¬ 
derstood by all* and forcibly and impressively 
illustrated at the raising of every Candidate. 
The legend of the Third Degree has been con¬ 
sidered of so much importance that it has 
been preserved in the symbolism of every Ma¬ 
sonic rite* It embodies the symbolic lesson of 
life, death and immortality. 

No matter what modifications or alterations 
the general system may have suffered—no mat¬ 
ter how much the ingenuity or the imagination 
of the founders of rites may have perverted or 
corrupted other symbols* abolishing the old, 
and substituting new ones—the legend of the 
Temple Builder has ever been left untouched* 
to present itself in all the integrity of its an¬ 
cient mythical form, 

9ft # $ ]ft Ijf 



* * * * * * 
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FUNERAL DIRGE 

HYMN, C. M. 
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Princes, this clay must be your bed. 

In spite of all your towers; 

The tall, the wise, the reverend head. 
Must lie as low as ours. 

Great God, is this our certain doom? 

And are we still secure? 

Still walking downward to the tomb, 
And yet prepare no more? 

Grant us the power of quickening grace, 
To fit our souls to fly* 

That when w T e drop this dying flesh, 
We'il rise above the sky* 


Or, if preferred, the following may be used 
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FUNERAL DIRGE 

MUSIC —PleyeVs IIymn. 
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Mortals, now indulge a tear p 
For Mortality is here! 

See how wide her trophies wave 
O'er the slumbers of the gravel 

Here another guest we bring; 
Seraphs of celestial wing. 

To our funeral altar come. 

Waft our friend and brother home. 

There, enlarged, thy soul shall see 
What was veiled in mystery; 
Heavenly glories of the place 
Show his Maker face to face. 

Lord of all ! below—above-— 

Fill our hearts with truth and love; 
When dissolves our earthly tie, 
Take us to Thy Lodge on high. 

****** 
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The following prayer is offered just before 
the candidate is raised: 


PRAYER 

Thou, O God, knowest our downsit¬ 
ting and our uprising, and understand- 
est our thoughts afar off. Shield and 
defend us from the evil intentions of 
our enemies, and support us under the 
trials and afflictions we are destined 
to endure while traveling through this 
vale of tears. Man that is bGrn of a 
woman is of few days and full of trou¬ 
ble. He cometh forth as a flower and 
is cut down; he fleeth also as a shad¬ 
ow, and continueth not. Seeing his 
days are determined, the number of 
his months are with Thee; Thou hast 
appointed his bounds that he cannot 
pass; turn from him that he may rest 
till he shall accomplish his day. 

For there is hope of a tree, if it be 
cut down, that it will sprout again, and 
that the tender branch thereof will 
not cease. But man dieth and wasteth 
away; yea, man giveth up the ghost, 
and where is he? As the waters fail 
from the sea, and the flood decayeth 
and drieth up, so man lieth down and 
riseth not up till the heavens shall be 

no more. Yet, O Lord! have compas¬ 
sion on the children of Thy creation; 

administer them comfort in time of 
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trouble, and save them with 
lasting salvation! Amen. 


an ever- 


Eesponse: So mote it be. 


* * * * * * 
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SECTION III 

The Third Section furnishes many details in 
relation to the building of the Temple* and con¬ 
cludes with an explanation of the hieroglyph- 
ieal emblems of the Degree. Nearly all of this 
Section is monitorial* 


The third section sets out— 
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(MASTER’S CARPET) 
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The three steps usually delineated 
upon the Master’s carpet are em¬ 
blematical of the three principal stages 
of human life, namely: Youth , Man¬ 
hood, and Age. 

In Youth, as Entered Apprentices, 
we ought to occupy our minds in the 
attainment of useful knowledge; in 
manhood, as Fellow-Crafts, we should 
apply our knowledge to the discharge 
of our duties to God, our neighbor, 
and ourselves so that, in Age, as Mas¬ 
ter Masons, we may enjoy the happy 
reflection consequent upon a well- 
spent life, and die in the hope of a 
glorious immortality. 
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THE POT OF INCENSE 

Is an emblem of a pure 
heart, which is always an 
acceptable sacrifice to the 
Deity; and, as this glows 
with fervent heat, so should 
our hearts continually glow 
with gratitude to the great 
aUMijm beneficent. Author of cur 
existence for the manifold 
blessings and comforts we enjoy. 

THE BEE HIVE 

Is an emblem of indus¬ 
try, and recommends 
the practice of that vir¬ 
tue to all created be¬ 
ings. from the highest 
seraph in the heavens 
to the lowest reptile of 
the dust. It teaches us 
that, as we came into 
the world endowed as 
rational and intelligent beings, so we 
should ever be industrious ones; never 
sitting down contented while our fel¬ 
low creatures around us are in want, 
when it is in our powder to relieve 
them, without inconvenience to our¬ 
selves. 

When we take a survey of nature, 
we view man in his infancy more help¬ 
less and indigent than the brute cre¬ 
ation; he lies languishing for days, 
months and years, totally incapable of 
providing sustenance for himself, or 
guarding against the attack of the 
wild beasts of the field, or sheltering 
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himself from the inclemencies of the 
weather. 

It might have pleased the great 
Creator of heaven and earth to have 
made man independent of all other be¬ 
ings; but, as dependence is one of 
the strongest bonds of society, man¬ 
kind were made dependent upon each 
other for protection and security, as 
they thereby enjoy better opportuni¬ 
ties of fulfilling the duties of recip¬ 
rocal love and friendship. Thus was 
man formed for social and active life; 
the noblest part of the work of God; 
and he that will so demean himself as 
not to be endeavoring to add to the 
common stock of knowledge and un¬ 
derstanding, may be deemed a drone 
in the hive of nature, a useless mem¬ 
ber of society, and unworthy of our 
protection as Masons, 


THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS, 
GUARDED BY THE TILER'S 
SWORD 
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Reminds us that we should be ever 
watchful and guarded in our thoughts, 
words and actions, particularly when 
before the enemies of Masonry; ever 
bearing in remembrance those truly 
Masonic virtues, silence and circum¬ 
spection. 


THE SWORD POINTING TO A 
NAKED HEART 




Demonstrates that justice will sooner 
or later overtake us; and although our 
thoughts, words and actions may be 
hidden from the eyes of man, yet that 
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ALL-SEEING EYE 



Whom the sun, moon and stars obey, 
and under whose watchful care even 
the comets perform their stupendous 
revolutions, pervades the inmost re¬ 
cesses of the human heart, and will re¬ 
ward us according to our merits. 


MASTER MASON 


39 


THE ANCHOR AND ARK 



Are emblems of a well-grounded hope, 
and a well-spent life. They are em¬ 
blematical of that divine ark which 
safely wafts us over this tempestuous 
sea of troubles, and that anchor which 
shall safely moor us in a peaceful har¬ 
bor, where the wicked cease from 
troubling and the weary shall find 
rest. 

THE FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM 
OF EUCLID 



This was an invention of the ancient 
philosopher, the Great Pythagoras, 
who, in his travels through Asia, Af¬ 
rica, and Europe, w as initiated in sev- 
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eral orders of Priesthood, and is said 
to have been raised to the sublime de¬ 
gree of Master Mason. This wise 
philosopher enriched his mind abun¬ 
dantly in a general knowledge of 
things, and more especially in Geom¬ 
etry or Masonry, On this subject he 
drew out many problems and theorems 
and among the most distinguished he 
erected this, when, in the joy of his 
heart, he exclaimed, “Eureka,” in the 
Grecian language, signifying “/ have 
found it:” and upon the discovery of 
which he is said to have sacrificed a 
hecatomb. It teaches Masons to be 
general lovers of the arts and sciences. 

THE HOUR GLASS 

Is an emblem of human life. Behold! 
how swiftly and rapidly our lives are 
drawing to a dose. We cannot, with¬ 
out astonishment, 
behold the little 
particles, which are 
contained in this 
machine, how they 
pass away almost 
imperceptibly, and 
yet, to our surprise 
in the short space 
of an hour, they are all exhausted. 
Thus wastes man! today he puts forth 
the tender leaves of hope; tomorrow 
blossoms and bears his blushing hon¬ 
ors thick upon him; the next day 
comes a frost, which nips the shoot, 
and when he thinks his greatness is 
still aspiring, he falls, like autumn 
leaves, to enrich our mother earth. 
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THE SCYTHE 

Is an emblem of time, which cuts the 
brittle thread of life and launches us 

into eternity. Be¬ 
hold! what havoc 
the scythe of Time 
makes among the 
human race; if, by 
chance, we should 
escape the numer¬ 
ous evils incident 
to childhood and 
youth, and with 
health and vigor 
arrive to the years 
of manhood; yet, withal, we must soon 
be cut down by the all-devouring 
scythe of Time, and be gathered into 
the land where our fathers have gone 
before us. 

The last class of emblems are not monitorial, 
and therefore their true interpretation can only 
he obtained within the tiled recesses of the 
They consist of the Setting Mtuii, the 
Spade , the Coffin , and the Sprig of Evergreen. 
They afford subjects of serious and solemn re¬ 
flection to the rational and contemplative 
mind, and thus the lecture closes with cheering 
promises of a blessud immortality beyond the 
grave* 

THE NINTH, OR LAST CLASS OF 
EMBLEMS 
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This doses the Third Section, and 
finishes the Degree, with the excep¬ 
tion of the charge, to which I now in* 
vite your attention. Please rise. 

CHARGE 

My Brother: Your zeal for the in¬ 
stitution of Masonry, the progress you 
have made in the knowledge of its 
mysteries and your conformity to our 
regulations, have pointed you out as 
a proper object of our favor and es¬ 
teem. 

You are bound by duty, honor and 
gratitude, to be faithful to your trust; 
to support the dignity of your charac¬ 
ter on every occasion; and to enforce 
by precept and example, obedience to 
the tenets of the Order. In the char¬ 
acter of a Master Mason, you are 
authorized to correct the irregularities 
of your leas informed brethren, and 
guard them against a breach of fidel¬ 
ity. To preserve unsullied the reputa¬ 
tion of the fraternity must be your 
constant care. 

Universal benevolence, you are al¬ 
ways to inculcate; and by the regu¬ 
larity of your own behavior, afford the 
best example for the conduct of others 
less informed. 

The ancient landmarks of the order, 
entrusted to your care, you are care¬ 
fully to preserve; and never suffer 
them to be infringed, or countenance 
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a deviation from the established us¬ 
ages and customs of the fraternity. 

Your virtue, honor and reputation, 
are concerned in supporting, with dig¬ 
nity, the character you now bear. Let 
no motive, therefore, make you swerve 
from your duty, violate your vows, or 
betray your trust; but be true and 
faithful, and imitate the example of 
that celebrated artist you have this 
evening represented. Thus you will 
render yourself deserving of the honor 
which we have conferred, and merit 
the confidence we have reposed. 


ADDRESS TO A BROTHER UPON 

THE PRESENTATION OF A 
LAMBSKIN APRON BY 
THE LODGE* 

My brother, in behalf of this Lodge, 
I now present to you this white Lamb¬ 
skin Apron. It may be, that in the 
coming years, upon your brow shall 
rest the laurel leaves of victory; it 
may be that, pendant from your 
breast, may hang jewels fit to grace 
the diadem of some Eastern potentate. 

Aye! more than these, for light, 
added to coining light, may enable 
your ambitious feet to tread round 
after round of the ladder that leads 
to fame, in our Mystic Order; and 


*The proper time to present the apron to th& 
initiate eta a gi)t from the Lodge is at the end 
of the Masters Degree, after the lecture ha# 
been delivered. 
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even the purple of our fraternity may 
rest upon your honored shoulders; but 
never again, from mortal hands; never 
again, until your enfranchised spirit 
shall have passed upward and inward, 
through the pearly gates, can a 
greater honor be bestowed, or one 
more emblematical of purity and in¬ 
nocence, than that which has been 
conferred upon you tonight* 

This Apron, the special gift of this 
Lodge, is yours to wear upon ail 
proper occasions throughout an hon¬ 
orable life, and at your death, is to be 
placed upon the coffin that contains 
y° u £ lifeless remains and with them 
shall be laid beneath the silent clods 
of the valley. 

May the pure and spotless surface 
of this Apron be an ever-present re¬ 
minder of that “purity of heart and 
uprightness of conduct so essentially 
necessary, thus keeping pure your 
thoughts, and inspiring nobler deeds 
and greater achievements! 

Then, when at last, your weary feet 
shall have come to the end of life’s 
toilsome journey, and from your 
nerveless grasp, shall drop, forever, 
the working tools of life, may the rec¬ 
ord of your life and actions be as 
pure and spotless as this Apron now 
is; and when your soul, freed from 
earth, shall stand naked and alone 
before the Great White Throne, may 
it be your portion to hear from Him 
Who sits thereon, the welcome plaudit: 
“Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant! Enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord!” 


MASONIC CALENDAR 
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MASONIC CALENDAR 

ANCIENT CRAFT MASONS commence their 
era with the creation of the world, calling it 
Anno Lucis (A/.L'"in. the year of light” 

A,\A.\S.\RITE, same as Ancient Craft, ex¬ 
cept the Jewish Chronology is used. Anno 
Mundi "in the year of the world.” 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS date from the year 
the second temple was commenced by Zcrub- 
babel, Anno Inventtonis (A*’,I.".) "in the year 
of the discovery.” 

ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS date from 
the year in which the Temple of Solomon was 
completed, Anno Depositionis (A.'.Dep. - .) “in 
the year of the deposit." 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR commence their era 
■with the organization, of their Order, Anno 
Ordinis (A.’.O.'.) "in the year of the Order.” 

ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD dates from 
the year of the Blessing of Abraham by the 
High Priest Melchizedelc, Anno Bcnefacto (A.\ 
Beo.\) “in the year of the Blessing." 


RULES FOR COMPUTING 
CURRENT MASONIC DATES 

1. ANCIENT CRAFT—Add 4000 years to the 
common era. Thus, 1935 and 4000 is A.'.L.'. 
5935, 

2. A-\A.\S.\RITE—Add 3760 to the common 
era. Thus, 1935 and 3760 is A.',M.\5695. 
After September add another year. 

3. ROYAL ARCH—Add 630 to the common 
era. Thus, 1935 and 530 is A.\I.\24fi5. 

4. ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS—Add 
1000 to the common era. Time, 1935 and 
1000 is A.\Dep.\2935. 

5. KNIGHTS TEMPLAR—From the Christian 
era take 1118. Thus, 1118 from 1935 is 
A,\0.'.8i7. 

6. ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD—To the 
Christian era add 1913, the year of the 
Blessing, B. C. Thus, 1935 and 1913 is A/. 
Beo.',3S48. 
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Ancient Ceremonies 


CONSTITUTING A NEW LODGE 
With the Ceremonies of 
Consecration and Dedication 


When a new Lodge, created by dispensation, 
is set to work, the officers shall not be in¬ 
stalled, but shall be placed m charge of the 
Lodge, in accordance with the regulations pro¬ 
vided in Aiticlei 263 and 254 of the Constitu¬ 
tion and Laws of this Grand Lodge, 

When a Lodge is constituted, and set to 
work under a charter for the first time, the 
preliminary steps shall he as follows: 

A special meeting shall be called by the des¬ 
ignated Master, on the date fixed by the Grand 
Master, or his duly authorised representative, 
and a Master's Lodge is opened by the Grand 
Master or his proxy- He will ascertain if the 
Past Master's degree has been conferred upon 
the master-designate: as provided, in Article 
266 of the Laws of this Grand Lodge, and 
Edicts thereunder. 

The Master's Lodge shall be called from labor 
to refreshment; and the Grand Master, or his 
duly authorized representative, shall open a 
representation of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge. 

When the representation of the Grand Lodge 
has been opened, the Master-designate will rise 
and address the Grand Master as follows: 

Most Worshipful Grand Master: A 
number of brethren duly instructed in 
the mysteries of Masonry, having as¬ 
sembled together at stated periods, for 
sometime past, by virtue of a dis¬ 
pensation granted them for that pur¬ 
pose, do now desire to be constituted 
into a regular Lodge, agreeably to the 
ancient usages and customs of the 
fraternity. 

Grand Master: Brethren, the Grand 
Lodge has granted the brethren of this 
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new Lodge a charter, confirming them 
in the rights and privileges of a reg¬ 
ularly constituted Lodge. I request 
the Grand Secretary to read it. 

After the charter is read, the Grand Master 
then says: 

Grand Master: We shall now pro¬ 
ceed according to ancient custom and 
usage, to consecrate and dedicate this 
Lodge, and constitute the brethren 
into a regular Lodge. 

As a preparation for the ceremony of Conse¬ 
cration and Dedication, a small model of the 
building, or Lodge room, shall be prepared in 
advance by a skillful carpenter, and shall be 
placed on. "a small table, or pedestal, near the 
altar, and covered with a white linen cloth, 
and the proper vessels containing corn 
(wheat), wine and oil, shall be provided. 

The Grand Master, attended by the Grand 
Officers and the Grand Chaplain, (after calling 
up the Grand Lodge) form themselves in order 
around the altar and the model of the Lodge, 
which is then "tincovered by the Grand Deacons. 
The officers of the Grand Lodge all devoutiy 
kneel, when the Grand Master says - 

Grand Master: Right Worshipful 
Grand Chaplain, you will lead us in 
the prayer of Consecration . 

Grand Chaplain: Great Architect of 
the Universe, Maker and Ruler of the 
world, deign from Thy Celestial Tem¬ 
ple, from realms of light and glory, 
to bless us in all the purposes of our 
present assembly. 

We humbly invoke Thee to give us, 
at this and all times, toisdom in all our 
doings, strength of mind in all our 
difficulties, and beauty of harmony in 
all cur communications. 

Permit us, O Thou Author of light 
and life, great source of love and ha^ 
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piness, to erect this Lodge, and now 
solemnly to consecrate it to the honor 
of Thy glory. 

“Glory be to God on high.” 

Response by the Brethren: “As it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall bet—Amen! So mote it be.” 

The officers v?U\ then rise, and the Grand 
Master will lead three complete circuits, from 
lefit to right, around the altar and the repre^ 
mentation of the Lodge ; upon the completion of 
which, the public grand honors will be given 
(without words), by all present. The Grand 
Master will then stretch forth his hands over 
the representation of the Lodge, and says i 

Grand Master: "I now solemnly 
consecrate this Lodge, to the honor 
and glory of Jehovah, the Grand Archi¬ 
tect of the Universe.” 

The Deputy Grand Master then hands the 
vessel containing com, to the Grand Master, 
who spnnkies the corn upon the representation 
of the Lodge. The Grand Wardens, in turn, 
present the vessels containing wine and oil to 
the Grand Master, who sprinkles the elements 
of consecration, likewise, upon the Lodge. The 
Grand Master then causes the officers to again 
kneel, and says: 

Grand Master: Right Worshipful 
Grand Chaplain, you will now lead us 
in the prayer of Dedication. 

Grand Chaplain: Grant, O Lord, our 
God, that those who are now about to 
be invested with the government of 
this Lodge, may be endowed with wis¬ 
dom to instruct their brethren in all 
their duties. May brotherly love, re¬ 
lief and truth always prevail among 
the members of this Lodge; and may 
this ; bond of union continue to 
strengthen the Lodges throughout the 
world. 
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Bless all our brethren, wherever dis¬ 
persed, and grant speedy relief to all 
who are either oppressed or distressed. 

We affectionately commend to Thee 
all the members of Thy whole family. 
May they increase in the knowledge of 
Thee, and the love of each other. 

Finally, may we finish all our work 
here below with Thy approbation, then 
have our transition from this earthly 
abode to Thy Heavenly Temple above, 
there to enjoy light, glory and bliss, 
ineffable and eternal. 

“Glory be to God on High.” 

Response by the Brethren: "As it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be!—Amen I So mote it be.” 

The brethren rise, and under the leadership 
of the Grand Master, make three circuits 
around the altar and the representation of the 
Lodge; after which, the Grand Master again 
stretches forth his hands toward the altar and 
the representation of the Lodge, and says: 

Grand Master: “To the memory of 
the Holy Saints John, I solemnly dedi¬ 
cate this Lodge. May every brother 
revere their characters, and imitate 
the virtues of these two eminent pa¬ 
trons of Ancient Craft Masonry.” 

“Glory be to God on high.” 

Response by the Brethren: “As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end!—Amen! 
So mote it be.” 

The public grand honors are again* given. 
An appropriate ode ]oiay be sung at this time, 
3f available* 
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The representation of the Lodge Is then re¬ 
covered, and under the leadership of the Grand 
Master, one circuit of the altar is made; the 
Grand Master then strikes the representation 
of the Lodge one time with his gavel, and says: 

Grand Master: “In the name of Je¬ 
hovah, the Grand Architect of the Uni¬ 
verse, to Whom be all honor and glory, 
I do solemnly devote the Hall of this 
Lodge to Freemasonry ” 

The private Grand Honors are then given 
once. 

Two more circuits are made, when the Grand 
Master strikes the Lodge twice with his gavel, 
and says: 

Grand Master: “In the name of the 
Holy Saints John, I do solemnly de¬ 
vote this Hall and the members of 
this Lodge, to the cause of Virtue 

The private Grand Honors are then twice 
given. 

The procession then passes around the altar 
three times, upon the completion of which, the 
Grand Master strikes the Lodge three times 
with his gavel, and says: 

Grand Master: “In the name of the 
whole Fraternity, I do solemnly devote 
this Hall, and the members of this 
Lodge, to the cause of Universal 
Benevolence 

The private Grand Honors are then thrice 
given. 

The Grand Master then seats the Lodge, 
and the officers resume their stations* 

Grand Master: Worshipful Grand 
Marshal, you will present the officers 
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of the Lodge, for the purpose of in¬ 
stallation. 

Whereupon, the several officers of the Lodge 
will be presented, and installed, in accordance 
with the ceremony set forth on page 186 of the 
Manual. After the installation of_ the Master, 
the other officers will he sealed in a row to 
his light, until the ceremony is completed, and 
the proclamation of their installation is duly 
made. If music is provided, an appropriate 
ode or anthem may be sung, and if desired, an 
oration may he heard at this time. When con¬ 
cluded, the" Grand Master rises and constitutes 
the Lodge, as follows: 

Grand Master: “In the name of the 
Moat Worshipful Grand Lodge of 
Texas, I now constitute and form you, 
my good brethren, into a Lodge of An¬ 
cient, Free and Accepted Masons, to 

be known as-—-Lodge, 

No.-, A. F. & A. M. 

“From henceforth, by virtue of the 
power and authority in me vested, I 
empower you to act as a regular 
Lodge, constituted in conformity to 
the rites of our Order, and the Charges 
of our ancient and honorable Frater¬ 
nity; and may the Grand Architect of 
the Universe prosper, direct and coun¬ 
sel you in all your doings.’* 

The representation of the Grand Lodge shall 
then be closed, and the new Lodge shall resume 
labor, after which, the by-laws of the Lodge 
may be adopted, if prepared, and any other 
business authorised by Article 257 of the laws 
of the Grand Lodge* may be transacted* 

The meeting for the purpose of constituting 
a new Lodge, is a called meeting and no busi¬ 
ness should he transacted which the laws re¬ 
quire to be done at a stated meeting. At the 
conclusion of the business before toe Lodge, It 
will then be duly closed. 
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CEREMONY AT LAYING 
CORNER-STONES 


At the time appointed, the Grand Lodge is 
convened at some suitable place, approved by 
the Grand Master, the brethren appearing in 
the insignia of the Order, with white gloves 
and aprons* 

The Lodge is then opened in ample form, and 
the rules for regulating the procession are read 
by the Grand Secretary* The Lodge is then 
called from labor in the Lodge room, and 
placed in charge of the Grand Marshal, and 
sets out to perform the ceremony of laying the 
corner-stone in the following order, vis: 

Entered Apprentices ; 

^ Fellow-Grafts; 

Two Tilers with drawn swords ; 

K Tiler of the oddest Lodge, with a 
J5 drawn sword; 

^ Two Stewards of the oldest Lodge; 
g Master Masons ; 

Stewards ; 

Junior Deacons; 

Senior Deacons; 

Secretaries: 

Treasurers; 

Past Wardens 1 

Junior Wardens; 

Senior Wardens; 

Mark Masters; 

Past Masters: 

Royal Arch Masons; 

Knights Templars; 

Masters of Lodges; 

Music; 

Grand Tiler with drawn sword ; 

Grand Stewards, with white rods ; 

Grand Pursuivant - 

Members and Delegates of the Grand Lodge in 
double file; 

Grand Treasurer and Secretary; 

District Deputy Grand Masters ; 

A Brother with a golden vessel containing 
Corn: 

Two Brethren, with silver vessels, one 
containing Wine, and the other Oil; 
Principal Architect, with Square, Level, and 
Plumb; 

Bible, Square, and Compasses, carried by a 
Master of a Lodge H supported by two Stewards; 

Grand Chaplain; 
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The Five Orders ; 

Past Grand Wardens: 

Past Deputy Grand Masters : 

Past Grand Masters ; 

Grand Orator: 

Grand Wardens ; 

Deputy Grand Master; 

Master of the oldest Lodge, bearing the Book of 
Constitutions on a Velvet Cushion ; 

Grand Deacons, with black rods, on a line 
7 feet apart; 

GRAND MASTER, 

The procession having arrived at the proper 
place* it will halt and open to the right and 
left, facing inward, and the Grand Master and 
his officers pass through and take their proper 
places on the platform prepared for the oc¬ 
casion, An ode is then sung. The Grand Mas¬ 
ter commands silence, and the ceremonies pro¬ 
ceed as follows, viz : 

The Grand Master says: 

“Right Worshipful Grand Senior 
Warden: The Grand Lodge of Texas 
having been invited to lay the corner¬ 
stone of this edifice, and having as¬ 
sembled for that purpose, I now order 
that this, the representation of the 
Grand Lodge of Texas, do now assist 
me in the performance of this work. 
This my will and pleasure you will, 
therefore, proclaim to the Grand Jun¬ 
ior Warden, that the brethren and 
others present may have due notice 
thereof.” 

The Grand Senior Warden says: 

“Right Worshipful Grand Junior 
Warden: It is the order of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master that the 
corner-stone be now laid with Masonic 
honors; this you will proclaim to all 
present, that the occasion may be ob¬ 
served with due order and solemnity.” 

The Grand Junior Warden then says: 

“The Brethren and all persons pres¬ 
ent will take notice that the Most 
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Worshipful Grand Master will now 
proceed to lay this corner-stone in due 
Masonic form. You will, therefore, 
observe the order and decorum be¬ 
coming the important and solemn cere¬ 
monies in which we are about to en¬ 
gage.” 

The Grand Master then says: 

“Right Worshipful Grand Trea¬ 
surer: I now order you to deposit the 
corn, medals and papers in the place 
prepared for their reception.” 

The principal Architect then presents the 
working tools to the Grand Master, who directs 
the G, Marshal to present them to the Deputy 
G* Master and Grand Senior and Grand Junior 
Wardens. 

The G. M,, D, G. M-, and G* Wardens then 
descend from the platform; the Grand Master 
with the Trowel, the D + G. Master with the 
Square, the G, S. Warden with the Level, and 
the G_ J. Warden with the Plumb—the G. M* 
standing 1 at the East of the stone, his Deputy 
on his right, the G, 3. Warden at the West, 
and the G. J. Warden at the South side of 
the stone* The Grand Master spreads the ce¬ 
ment, and then directs the Grand Marshal to 
order the craftsmen to lower the stone by three 
mot ion s. 

The Public Grand Honors are then given 
(without words). 

The Square, Level and Plumb are then ap¬ 
plied to the stone by the proper officers. 

G. M.—Right Worshipful Deputy 
Grand Master: What is the proper 
jewel of your office? 

A.—The Square. 

G. M.—Have you applied the Square 
to those parts of the stone that should 
be squared? 

A.—I have, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, and the Craftsmen have done 
their duty. 
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G. M.—Right Worshipful Grand 
Senior Warden: What is the proper 
jewel of your office? 

A.—The Level. 

G. M.—Have you applied the Level 
to the stone? 

A.—I have. Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, and the Craftsmen have done 
their duty. 

G. M.—Right Worshipful Grand 
Junior Warden: What is the proper 
Jewel of your office? 

A.—The Plumb. 

G. M.—Have you applied the Plumb 
to the several edges of the stone? 

A.—I have, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, and the Craftsmen have done 
their duty. 

G. M.—Having full confidence in 
your skill in the Royal Art, it remains 
with me to finish the work. 

The Grand Master then gives three knocks 
upon the stone and says: 

“I find this foundation-stone well 
formed, true and trusty, and may this 
undertaking be conducted and com¬ 
pleted by the Craftsmen, according to 
the Grand Plan, in Peace, Love, and 
Harmony.” 

The D. G. M. then receives from the Grar.ci 
Marshal the vessel containing Corn, and. 
spreads the corn upon the sume, saying: 

“May the health of the workmen 
employed in this undertaking be pre¬ 
served to them, and the Supreme 
Grand Architect bless and prosper 
their labors.” 

Response: So mote it be. 

The G. S- Warden then receives from the 
Grand Marshal the vessel containing _ wine, 
and, pours the wine upon the stone, saying: 
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“May plenty be showered down upon 
the people of this State, and may the 
blessing of the bounteous Giver of all 
things' attend their philanthropic un¬ 
dertakings” 

Response: So mote it be. 

The G, J. Warden then receives the vessel 
containing' Oil. and pours the oil upon the 
stone, saying: 

“May the Supreme Ruler of the 
World preserve the people in peace, 
and vouchsafe to them the enjoyment 
of every blessing / 1 

G. M.—“May the Corn of nourish¬ 
ment, the Wine of refreshment, the 
Oil of joy, and all the necessaries of 
life abound among men throughout the 
world, and may the blessing of Al¬ 
mighty God be upon this undertaking, 
and may this structure here to be 
erected be preserved to the latest 
ages, in order that it may promote the 
useful purpose for which it is de¬ 
signed.” 

Response: So mote it be. 

The Grand Master then presents the imple- 
ments to the Architect, saying: 

“To you, Brother Architect, are con¬ 
fided the implements of operative Ma¬ 
sonry, with the fullest confidence that, 
by your skill and taste, a fabric shall 
arise which shall add new luster to 
your fame as a Master Builder; may 
it endure for many ages, a monument 
of the liberality and benevolence of 
its founders.” 

Response: So mole it be. 

Air oration suitable to the occasion is then 
delivered- An ode is sung and a prayer con¬ 
cludes the ceremonies. Then the Lodge returns, 
in the same order as above set out, to the place 
from whence it came, and is closed in due 
form. 
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MASONIC BURIAL SERVICE 


The custom of interring the dead with some 
solemnity is general among ail nations— 
whether savage and ignorant, or civilised and 
enlightened* The proper discharge of this duty 
insures respect to the mortal remains of a de¬ 
ceased brother, whatever may have been bis 
failings, and affords an opportunity for the 
happy recollection of his virtues, giving testi¬ 
mony of the estimation in which they -were 
held. It also serves to remind those who par¬ 
ticipate in it of their own mortality, and of the 
importance of being prepared for Death, which 
must come upon all, The ceremonies observed 
on such occasions vary in different nations and 
societies. Those observed by Masons have an 
ancient origin* and refer to one of the most 
important traditions of the Order. They are 
uniform throughout the Masonic World, in 
some general and essential matters ; and. 
though they differ in details, being subject to 
regulation by the legislative authority of the 
Order, they should be uniform in each Grand 
Lodge jurisdiction* and to that end— 

The Grand Lodge of Texas has approved the 
two ceremonies set out in this section, either 
of which may be used by Subordinate Lodges 
in Texas: 


RULES 

X. No Mason can be interred with the for¬ 
malities of the Order* or is entitled to join the 
procession on such occasions, unless he has been 
advanced to the third degree of Masonry, 

2. The Brethren should observe uniformity 
in dress: black coats, hats and pants are most 
appropriate* The proper Masonic clothing is 
white gloves and aprons. Each brother should 
also wear a sprig of evergreen on the left lapel 
of his coat, attd black crepe around the left 
arm, 

3. The Holy Bible,, Square and Compasses 
should be covered with crepe. 

4. The Deacons* and Stewards' Rods should 
be trimmed, with a black silk knot, or with 
black ribbon, at the upper end. 

5* The Officers of the Lodge wear their 
jewels trimmed with black crepe or black 
ribbon. 

6, Under no circumstances should dress 
aprons or sashes be worn* 
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7. If the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Mas¬ 
ter, or either of the Grand Wardens attends 
any funeral procession, he will preside over and 
conduct the ceremonies, unless he desires other¬ 
wise, His place in the procession is always 
alter the Master of the I-odge officiating. If 
more than one Grand Officer attends, their 
place is in the order of their rank, 

8. If two or more Lodges attend, the cere¬ 
monies will be conducted by the Lodge of which 
the deceased was a member. In case the de¬ 
ceased is a stranger or sojourner, the Master 
of the senior Lodge present will preside, 

9 . The Brethren having assembled at the 
Lodge Room, a Master Mason^s Lodge is 
opened, and the Worshipful Master states the 
object of the meeting. The Ante-Burial Service 
is then read (the brethren standing) : if the 
Master should deem it more appropriate, he 
may have if read at. the church or residence of 
the deceased* in which event the Lodge should 
at once be called from labor and placed in 
charge of the Marshal, and the burial proces¬ 
sion. formed. 

10. When the Ante-Burial Service Is read 
at the house of the deceased, the Master will 
take his station at the head of the coffin 
(which may be uncovered), the Wardens at the 
foot, and the brethren around it. If the ser¬ 
vice be held in a church p the Master, Wardens 
and brethren will place themselves as above di¬ 
rected, and the service will begin immediately 
after the close of the religious services, 

II- When a religious ceremony is conducted 
over the remains, either at the house or church, 
the Lodge shall not take charge, or participate 
in the ceremonies, until after the duties of the 
minister have been concluded* After the Lodge 
takes charge of the remains of the deceased 
brother, it shall have entire control of the 
funeral ceremonies and procession until the 
rites are completed and the body is laid to 
rest. The active pall-bearers shall be Master 
Masons* None but Master Masons must have 
any part in performing the funeral rites. This 
includes songs as well as prayers and the Bene¬ 
diction. It is highly improper to ask a min¬ 
ister not a Mason to perform any of these 
duties, the rites are exclusively Masonic, and 
no profane shall participate in them, 

12, The Lodge or Lodges must march ahead 
of the hearse- The Lodge in charge of the 
funeral will march immediately in front of the 
hearse. Societies composed solely of Masons 
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invited to take part in the procession shall 
precede the Lodge and act as an escort. So¬ 
cieties and civic organisations not composed 
entirely of Masons shall follow the family and 
relatives in the line. The family and relatives 
shall follow immediately behind the hearse* 

13, The Lodge, after being called from la¬ 
bor* should proceed to the place where it Is to 
take charge of the remains* whether at the 
house,, church, funeral home, or cemetery, and 
there it will wait until the conclusion of any 
other ceremonies before taking charge of the 
remains* 

THE ANTE-BURIAL SERVICE 

Master: What man is he that liveth, 
and shall not see death? Shall he de¬ 
liver his soul from the hand of the 
grave? 

Response: Man walketh in a vain 
shadow; he heapeth up riches, and 
cannot tell who shall gather them. 

Master: When he dieth he shall 
carry nothing away; his glory shall 
not descend after him. 

Response: Naked he came into the 
world, and naked must he return. 

The Master here takes in his hand a copy of 
the roll, which should be carefully prepared by 
the Secretary before the service begins, ana 
says; 

Master: Let us live and die like 
the righteous, that our end may be 
like His! 

Response: God is our God forever 
and ever; He will be our guide even 
unto death! 

The Master then deposits the roll in the 
archives of the Lodg-e, or hands it to the Secre¬ 
tary* to deposit, and says: 

Master: Almighty Father! in Thy 
hands we leave with humble submis¬ 
sion the soul of our deceased brother. 
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The brethren then_ give the Public Grand 
Honors three times with the following words;* 


*(Tke brethren give the public grand honors 
at funerals three times, as follows:) 

L Cross the arms over the breast by a grace¬ 
ful, easy movement, the right arm over the left , 
and all repeat in unison: “The wiU of God is 
accomplished.** 

2. Then strike the palvts of the hands gently 
together over the head, looking upward, and 
£ ay; “Amen” 

S. Then strike the palms of the hands gently 
over the thighs, bending forward and looking 
down, as if into the grave, and ail repeat: 

So mote it be.” 

“The will of God is accomplished! 
Amen. So mote it be.” 

When this service is read at Che house of the 
deceased, the coffin being closed, the following, 
or some other suitable psalm or hymn, may be 
sung; 

FUNERAL DIRGE 

90 PSALM, L. M. 
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Long hadst Thou reigned ere time began. 
Or dust was fashioned into man ; 

And ]o tie Thy kingdom shall endure, 

When earth and time shall be no more. 

But man, weak man, is born to die. 

Made up of guilt and vanity; 

Thy dreadful sentence, Lord, was just, 
“Return, ye sinners, to your dust/* 

Death, like an overflowing stream, 

Sweeps us away; our life’s a dream; 

An empty talc; a morning flower. 

Cut down and wither'd in an hour* 

The Master or Chaplain will then offer one 
of the following prayers: 

PRAYER 

“0 Almighty and Eternal God! 
There is no number of Thy days or of 
Thy mercies. Thou hast sent us unto 
this world to serve Thee, but we wan¬ 
der far from Thee in the path of error. 
Our life is but a span in length, and 
yet tedious, because of the calamities 
that enclose us on every side. The 
days of our pilgrimage are few and 
evil, our bodies frail, our passions 
violent and distempered, our under¬ 
standings weak, and our wills per¬ 
verse. Look Thou upon us, our Fa¬ 
ther, in mercy and pity. We adore 
Thy majesty, and trust like little chil¬ 
dren to Thine infinite mercies. Give 
us patience to live well, and firmness 
to resist evil. Give us, O Merciful 
Father, faith and confidence in Thee, 
and enable us so to live, that, when we 
come to die, we may lie down in the 
grave like one who composes himself 
to sleep, and that we may be worthy 
hereafter to be remembered in the 
memories of man. Bless us, O God! 
Bless our beloved Fraternity through¬ 
out the world; may we live and emu- 
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late the example of our beloved 
brother; and, finally, may we in this 
world attain a knowledge of Thy 
truth, and in the world to come, life 
everlasting. Amen.” 

Response. So mote it be. 

Or this: 

PRAYER 

“Must glorious God! 3tiihor of all 
good and giver of all mercy! pour 
down Thy blessings upon us, and 
strengthen our solemn engagements 
with the ties of sincere affection! May 
the present instance of mortality re¬ 
mind us of our approaching fate, and 
draw our attention toward Thee, the 
only refuge in time of need! that, 
when the awful moment shall arrive, 
that we are about to quit this transi¬ 
tory scene, the enlivening prospect of 
Thy mercy may dispel the gloom of 
death; and after our departure hence 
in peace, and in Thy favor, may we be 
received into Thine everlasting king¬ 
dom. to enjoy, in union with the souls 
of cur departed friends, the just re¬ 
ward of a pious and virtuous life. 
Amen." 

Response: So mote it be. 

Should this service have been conducted in 
the Lodge Boom, the Lodge is now called from 
labor, and placed in charge of the Marshal* to 
repair In procession to the house of the de¬ 
ceased, or wherever his body may be, to ac¬ 
company it to the place of interment If the 
service lias been held at the house or church, 
the procession will he reformed for this pur¬ 
pose, During the marching of the procession 
the strictest silence should be observed* While 
the procession Is moving it is under the control 
of the Marshal (subject to the direction of the 
Worshipful Master), and he should he promptly 
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obeyed. The General Buies in reg-aii to pro¬ 
cessions prescribed by the Grand Lodge* so far 
as they are applicable to burials, must be 
observed. 

The following is the order for burial pro¬ 
cessions of a subordinate Lodge. The proces¬ 
sion immediately precedes the hearse: 

ORDER OF PROCESSION AT A 
BURIAL 


Tiler with drawn sword ; 

Stewards with white rods T 
Musicians, if they are Masons (otherwise 
they precede the Tiler) ; 

Master Masons ; 

Senior and Junior Deacons: 

Secretary and Treasurer ; 

Senior and Junior Wardens; 

Past Masters of Chartered Lodges; 

The Holy Writings, on a cushion covered 
with black cloth carried by the oldest 
member of the Lodge; 

Two Deacons with black rode* supporting the 
Master, slightly in advance and on 
each side of him; 

The Master; 

The body* with the insignia placed upon 
the coffin. 

After the procession is formed, the brethren 
should not leave the ranks* but keep their 
proper places. When it arrives at the place of 
interment, the members of the Lodge form a 
circle around the grave, the officers of the 
Lodpre taking their stations at the head, and 
the family and other mourners at the foot, and 
the burial service proceeds as follows: 



BURIAL SERVICE 

To be conducted by the TVorsbipfuI Master, 
or officer officiating as Master: 

“Brethren: Here we view another 
instance of the uncertainty of life, and 
the vanity of all human pursuits. The 
last offices paid to the dead are useful 
as lectures to the living. From them 
we are to derive instruction, and we 
should consider every solemnity of 
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this kind as a summons to prepare for 
our approaching dissolution. 

“Notwithstanding the various me¬ 
mentos of mortality with which we 
daily meet; notwithstanding death has 
established its empire over all the 
works of nature; yet through some un¬ 
accountable infatuation we forget that 
we are born to die; we go on from 
one design to another, add hope to 
hope, and lay out plans for the employ¬ 
ment of many years, till we are sud¬ 
denly alarmed at the approach of 
Death when we least expect it, and 
at an hour which we probably con¬ 
clude to be the meridian of our ex¬ 
istence. 

“What are all the externals of 
majesty, the pride of wealth, or 
charms of beauty, when nature has 
paid her last, just debt? Fix your 
eyes on the last scene, and view life 
stripped of its ornaments, and ex¬ 
posed in its natural poverty; you will 
then be convinced of the futility of 
these empty delusions. In the grave, 
all fallacies are detected, all ranks 
are leveled, and all distinctions are 
done away. 

“While we drop the sympathetic 
tear over the grave of our deceased 
Brother, let charity incline us to throw 
a veil over his foibles, whatever they 
may have been, and not withhold from 
his memory the praise that his virtues 
may have claimed. Suffer the in¬ 
firmities of human nature to plead 
in his behalf. Perfection on earth has 
never been attained; the wisest, as 
well as the best of men, have erred. 


BURIAL SERVICE 11S 

“Let the present example excite our 
most serious thoughts, and strengthen 
our resolutions of amendment. As life 
is uncertain, and all earthly pursuits 
are vain, let us no longer postpone the 
all-important concern of preparing for 
Eternity, but embrace the happy mo¬ 
ment, while time and opportunity of¬ 
fer, to provide against the great 
change, when all the pleasures of this 
world shall cease to delight, and the 
reflections of a virtuous and holy life 
yield the only comfort and consolation. 
Thus our expectations will not be 
frustrated, nor we hurried, unpre¬ 
pared, into the presence of an allwise 
and powerful Judge, to Whom the se¬ 
crets of all hearts are known. 

. “Let us, then, while in this state of 
existence, support with propriety the 
character of our profession as Ma¬ 
sons, advert to the nature of our sol¬ 
emn ties, and pursue with assiduity 
the sacred tenets of our Order. Then, 
with becoming reverence, let us sup¬ 
plicate the Divine Grace, to insure the 
favor of that Eternal Being, Whose 
goodness and power know no bounds; 
that, when the awful moment shall 
arrive, be it soon or late, we may be 
enabled to prosecute our journey 
without dread or apprehension, to that 
distant country, from whose bourne 
no traveler returns/* 

The following invocations are then made; 

Master: May we be true and faith¬ 
ful; and may we live and die in love! 

Response: So mote it be. 
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Master: May we profess what is 
good, and always act agreeably to our 
profession! 

Response: So mote it be! 

Master: May the Lord bless and 
prosper us; and may all our good in¬ 
tentions be crowned with success! 

Response: So mote it be! 

Master: May all the influences of 
our brother for good, that do survive 
him, be continually expanded and in¬ 
creased, to bless iiis fellowmen; and 
may our Father Who is in heaven, in 
His wisdom, counteract all those that 
tend to evil! 

Response: So mote it he! 

Master: Glory be to God in the high¬ 
est! on earth, peace! and good will 
toward men! 

Response: So mote it be, now, from 
henceforth and forever more! 

The coffin Is then lowered into the grave: 

The apron is taken from the coffin and 
handed to the Master. The MASTER, holding 
it in his hand, says: 

“This white apron (or lambskin) is 
an emblem of innocence and the badge 
of a Mason; more ancient than the 
Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; more 
honorable than the Star and Garter, 
when worthily worn.” 

The Master drops the apron into the grave, 
and continues; 

“This emblem I now deposit in the 
grave of our deceased brother. By it 
we are reminded of the universal do¬ 
minion of death. The arm of friend- 
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ship cannot oppose the King of Ter¬ 
rors, nor the charms of innocence 
elude his grasp. This grave, that cof¬ 
fin, this circle of mourning friends, 
remind us that we, too, are mortal; 
soon shall our bodies moulder into 
dust. Then how important for us that 
we should! know that our ‘Redeemer 
livetli, and that He shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth’.” 

The Master, holding the sprig of evergreen 
in his hand, continues: 

“This evergreen, that once marked 
the temporary resting-place of the 
illustrious dead, is an emblem of our 
faith in the immortality of the soul! 
By it we are reminded that we have 
an immortal part within us which shall 
survive the grave, and which shall 
never, never, never die. Though like 
our brother whose remains now lie be¬ 
fore us, we shall soon be clothed in the 
habiliments of Death, and deposited in 
the silent tomb, yet, through the 
mercy of God, we may confidently 
hope that our souls w T il! bloom in eter¬ 
nal Spring*” 

The Brethren then move in procession around 
the grave. The procession moves in reverse to 
the usual order, the left hand is nearest to the 
grave* The Master, and each of toe Brethren 
successively, as he reaches the head, wili throw 
in a sprig of evergreen. 

The evergreen should be thrown In at the 
bead of the grave only. 

The procession should pass three times 
around, hut if the number of Brethren present 
be very large, or the situation of ^ the grave 
render it in convenient, it will suffice to pass 
otice around. While the procession is formed 
around the grave, one of the following hymns 
may* be sung, or some other appropriate hymn, 
with which the Brethren are familiar: 
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FUNERAL DIRGE 

HYMN, C, H, 

HarkJ from the tombs a doleful sound. 
Mine ears attend the cry; 

Ye living- men, come view the ground. 
Where you must shortly lie, 

Princes, this clay must he your bed. 

In spite of all your towers; 

The tali, the wise, the reverend head. 
Must lie as low as ours* 

Great God, is this our certain doom? 

And are we still secure? 

Still walking downward to the tomb. 
And yet prepare no more? 

Grant us the power of quick'ning grace 
To fit our souls to fly. 

That when we drop this dying flesh. 
We’ll rise above the sky. 


HYMN 
S’s and 7’a 

Brethren of the Mystic Order 
Bound together by a tie. 

Old, and sacred, and enduring. 

Come and see a Craftsman die* 

Breathe no formal sigh of sorrow. 

O'er the ashes of the dead! 

Only plant the priceless symbol. 

Freshly blooming at his head. 

When death's gavel blow shall call us 
Off from Labor unto Rest; 

May each Brother find refreshment 
In the Mansions of the Blest, 

After this the Public Grand Honors are given, 
(Masters should be very careful to instruct the 
brethren as to giving these before they leave 
the Lodge* They should be given together, and 
with much solemnity, for correct method of 
executing the movements see page 110,) The 
Master then takes a spade* and, throwing a 
small quantity of earth into the grave, says: 

“The dust shall return to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit shall return 
unto God Who gave it.” 
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He then hands the spade to the Brother next 
to him on his left* who throws earth into the 
grave in a similar manner* repeating the same 
words* This should be done by every Brother 
present* unless the number should be great, 
when it may be done only by the Officers of 
the Lodge and those Brethren nearest the grave. 

The Master then continues, as follows; 

“From time immemorial, it has been 
the custom among the Fraternity of 
Free and Accepted Masons, at the re¬ 
quest of a brother, to accompany his 
corpse to the place of interment, and 
there to deposit his remains with the 
usual formalities. 

“In conformity to this usage, and in 
the performance of a duty we owe to 
our deceased brother, whose memory 
we revere, and whose loss we now de¬ 
plore, we have assembled in the char¬ 
acter of Masons, and to offer up to 
his memory, before the world, this 
parting tribute of our affection; there¬ 
by demonstrating the sincerity of our 
past esteem, and our steady attach¬ 
ment to the principles of the Order. 

“The great Creator having been 
pleased, out of His mercy, to remove 
our brother from the cares and trou¬ 
bles of a transitory existence, to a 
state of eternal duration, and thereby 
to w'eaken the chain by w T hich we are 
united man to man; may we, who sur¬ 
vive him, anticipate our approaching 
fate, and be more strongly cemented 
in the ties of union and friendship; 
that, during the short space allotted to 
our present existence, we may wisely 
and usefully employ our time; and, 
in the reciprocal intercourse of kind 
and friendly acts, mutually promote 
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the welfare and happiness of each 
other. 

“For as much as it has pleased Al¬ 
mighty God, in His wise providence, to 
take out of this world the sou! of oar 
deceased brother, we therefore com¬ 
mit his body to the ground, earth to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, 
looking for the general resurrection 
at the last day and the life of the 
world to come, when the earth and the 
sea shall give up their dead.” 

The Master, or other Brother will then s&y: 

“Let us pray:” 

when the following prayer may be offered: 

PRATER 

“Almighty and most merciful God, 
in Whom we live, and move, and have 
our being, and before Whom all men 
must appear to render an account for 
the deeds done in the body, we do most 
earnestly beseech Thee, as we now 
surround the grave of our fallen 
brother, to impress deeply upon our 
minds the solemnities of this day. May 
we ever remember that ‘in the midst 
of life we are in death,’ and so live 
and act our several parts as we will 
desire to have done when the hour of 
our departure is at hand. 

“And O Gracious Father, vouch¬ 
safe us, we pray Thee, Thy Divine as¬ 
sistance, to redeem our misspent time; 
and in the discharge of the duties 
Thou hast assigned us, in the erection 
of our moral edifice, may we have 
wisdom from on high to direct us; 
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strength commensurate with our task 
to support us; and the beauty of holi¬ 
ness to adorn and render our perform¬ 
ances acceptable to Thy sight. And, 
at last, when our work on earth is 
done, when the mallet of Death shall 
call ns from our labors, may we ob¬ 
tain a blessing and everlasting rest in 
that Spiritual House not made with 
hands, eternal in the Heavens.” Amen. 

Response: So mote it bet 

The Lord's prayer shall always he said by all 
ihe Brethren as follows; 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our tres¬ 
passes, as we forgive those who tres¬ 
pass against as. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil; 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Response: So mete it bet 

The Master will pronounce the fallowing;: 

BENEDICTION 

May the blessings of Heaven rest 
upon us and all regular Masons. May 
brotherly love prevail, and every moral 
and social virtue cement us. Amen. 

Response: So mote it be! 

The Grave will he closed, and the procession 
is then re-formed and moves to the Lodge 
Boom, where the Lodge is closed in due form. 
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Masonic Burial Service 

by 

NAT M. WASHER, P. G* M. 

ADOPTED BY 

THE M/.W.‘.GRAND LODGE OF TEXAS 
DECEMBER 8d, 1980 

DEDICATION 

To the nifmory of those faithful Craftemen, 
whose earthly ■pilgrimage ended, have joined 
the ranks of the silent majority and now an¬ 
swer the roll call in that everlasting Temple, 
that house not made with hands, eternal in the 
Heavens, thia Burial Service is fraternally ded¬ 
icated- 

NAT M. WASHER* 

The Brethren. Kevin? assembled at the Lodge 
Room, a Master Mason’s Lodge is opened and 
the object of the meeting is announced. The 
Ante-Burial Service is then read or, if deemed 
more appropriate, it may he read at the Church 
or at the residence of the deceased* The Craft 
is then called from labor and placed in charge 
of the Marshal to he formed in funeral pro¬ 
cession in the following order: 

Tiler, with drawn sword; 

Stewards, with white Rods ; 

Master Masons; 

Senior and Junior Deacons; 

Secretary and Treasurer; 

Senior and Junior Wardens; 

Past Masters; 

The Holy Writings: 

^ The Master: 

(This procession immediately precedes the 
hearse.) 

ANTE-BURIAL SERVICE 

Master: O Lord! what is man, that 
Thou takest knowledge of him; or the 
son of man, that Thou makest account 
of him? Man is like unto vanity; his 
days are as a shadow that passeth 
away. In the morning he flourisheth 
and groweth up; in the evening he is 
cut down and withereth. Thou turnest 
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man to contrition and sayest: Return, 
ye children of men! O that they were 
wise, that they would consider their 
latter end! For when man dieth he 
shall carry nothing away; his glory 
shall not descend after him. Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright; 
for the end of that man is peace. The 
Lord redeemeth the souls of his ser¬ 
vants; and none of them that take ref¬ 
uge in Him shall be desolate. 

Master: What man is he that liveth 
and shall not see death, that shall de¬ 
liver his soul from the power of the 
grave? 

Response: Seeing his days are de¬ 
termined; the number of his months 
is with Thee. 

Master: Lord, make me to know 
mine end, and the measure of my days, 
what it is; let me know how short¬ 
lived 1 am. 

Response: So teach us to number 
our days that we jnay get us a heart 
of wisdom. 

Master: How precious is thy loving 
kindness. O God; the children of men 
take refuge in the shadow' of Thy 
wings. 

Response: For with Thee is the 
fountain of life; in Thy light do we 
see light. 

Master and Brethren together: The 
Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not 
want. He maketh me to He down in 
green pastures; He leadeth me beside 
the still waters; He restoreth my soul; 
He guideth me in the straight paths 
for His Name’s sake. Yea, though I 
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walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou 
art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, 
they comfort me. Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies; Thou hast anointed my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall fol¬ 
low me all the days of my life; and I 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever. 

BURIAL SERVICE 

When the funeral process ion arrives at the 
place of interment, the Brethren assemble 
around the grave, the Master at the head, and 
the Service proceeds as follows: 

Brethren: Once again we are stand¬ 
ing in the presence of the great Mys¬ 
tery we call Death, In awe and won¬ 
derment we submit to its inexorable 
decree, impotent as we are to solve its 
purpose or to measure its dominion. 
Try as we may to pierce it, the im¬ 
penetrable veil that conceals the fu¬ 
ture refuses a glimpse of the promised 
paradise, while to the plaintive cry for 
knowledge of the hidden mysteries 
that lie across and beyond the fabled 
river, there comes no answer save the 
faint echo of our own weak voices as 
the winds of time waft them back 
across the abyss that separates us 
from Eternity. 

The mute lips of the dead are alike 
unresponsive to our appeals, and thus, 
though in sadness and sorrow we bow 
our heads in meek submission to the 
inevitable decree, yet are we strength¬ 
ened by faith, buoyed by hope in the 
firm belief that death liberates but 
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does not annihilate the spirit, that 
those “we loved long since but lost 
awhile” have only gone before and 
that, in the fullness of time as^ we 
ourselves pay nature's last iust debt, 
we shall bs reunited with them in that 
Elysium of Peace, that haven of rest 
in the great beyond, where there is 
neither pain nor parting. Imbued with 
these sublime thoughts, we assemble 
around the grave of our deceased 
brother today, come as we have in re¬ 
sponse to the call of fraternal affec¬ 
tion, to commit his mortal body to the 
earth, while to the Great Creator we 
commend the beautiful spirit that once 
dwelt therein, but which is now gath¬ 
ered with the faithful in glory ever¬ 
lasting. 

In a common sorrow we weep with 
those of his own beloved household be¬ 
cause of the personal loss that has 
come to them and to us in his passing. 

The link is broken alike in home 
circle as in our own fraternal chain, 
and though we weld anew the shattered 
ends that remain, though we tie them 
securely the one to the other, there be 
visible signs of a separation, tangible 
scars that can never be effaced save 
as Time, the Great Healer, may bring 
a measure of forgetfulness which, 
while not eradicating entirely, will 
serve to dim the mark, to make lighter 
the burden of a sorrow that is deep, 
sincere and abiding. 

Contemplating these visitations and 
performing these solemn ceremonies 
at their places of interment, as one by 
one death calls another Craftsman to 
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join the ranks of the silent majority, 
it becomes us to reflect upon the van¬ 
ity of human pursuits—to consider 
how fleeting are the illusions that 
beckon us to personal achievements. 
No mortal was ever satisfied with his 
accumulation of material wealth, his 
acquirement of worldly wisdom or his 
rise to distinguished honor in civic life, 
though their possession be only tem¬ 
poral and their enjoyment but vanity. 
Day after day, incessantly, relent¬ 
lessly, we reach out to grasp the 
shadow whilst the substance of real 
human achievement passes us by un¬ 
solicited and therefore unattained. The 
passion for power and for pleasure 
leads us into the pathway of selfish¬ 
ness, in the indulgence of which we 
forget that we are born to die—that 
delight ends with the enjoyment—that 
duties and obligations beckon us to 
unselfish service in the cause of hu¬ 
manity, and almost unconsciously in 
the pursuit of personal desire, we 
stray from the narrow lane of recti¬ 
tude and wander into the broad and 
beaten pathway of sin. 

It is such moments as these, under 
the spell of a tragic touch of nature, 
that we pause for serious reflection, 
in which and through which there 
comes a realization of our own un¬ 
worthiness, a desire for a closer walk 
with God, a truer sense of fraternity 
with our brethren and with all man¬ 
kind, as with upturned faces we sup¬ 
plicate the.Divine Throne: 
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“So teach ns to number our days, 

That we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom.” 

Master: O Lord, our strength, be 
attentive to our supplication. 

Response: So mote It be. 

Master: May we ever walk humbly 
before Thee and revere Thy holy 
name. 

Response: So mote it be. 

Master: May love for our fellow 
man always abide in our hearts. 

Response: So mote it be. 

Master: May wisdom guide, strength 
support and beauty adorn our exis¬ 
tence. 

Response: So mote it be. 

Master: May we remain true and 
faithful to our every obligation. 

Response: So mote it be. 

Master: May the good deeds of our 
departed brother inspire us to emu¬ 
lation. 

Response: So mote it be. 

Master: May the faults he possessed 
be no more remembered. 

Response: So mote it be. 

Master: May the Lord redeem the 
soul of His servant, for none of them 
that trust in Him shall be condemned. 

Response: So mote it be, now, 
henceforth and forever. 

The coffin is then lowered into the grave. 
The apron is then taken from the coffin and 
the Master holding it in his hand, says: * 
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The white apron is an emblem of in¬ 
nocence and the badge of a Mason. It 
is more ancient in point of usage than 
the later symbols of Knighthood or the 
decorations conferred by royal decree 
upon those who may have won the 
favor of Sovereigns: and when worth¬ 
ily worn it is, too, more honorable than 
any other that has been or can be be¬ 
stowed as a mark of peculiar favor or 
distinction by anyone, be he himself 
of exalted rank or great power in his 
own dominion. 

The Master hf*re drops the apron into the 
grave and continues: 

This apron we deposit in the grave 
of our brother as a reminder of our 
unity ill service, of the common des¬ 
tiny that beckons us hence, of the Ma¬ 
sonic spirit of universality that linked 
us as brothers, and, although barriers 
of wealth, political power or social 
prestige may have kept us temporarily 
apart, Death, the great leveller, brings 
us at last to one distinction, reduces 
us to a common grade, makes us to 
know that, born as we are into one 
great brotherhood, no circumstance of 
chance or achievement shall serve to 
separate us in Eternity. 

The Master and Brethren here deposit the 
sprig of evergreen in the grave after which the 
Master says: 

We drop this sprig of evergreen into 
the grave, not alone because we re¬ 
member that it once marked the tem¬ 
porary resting place of one illustrious 
in the annals of Masonry, even as it 
now recalls to our minds his loyal ser¬ 
vice to our beloved Order, but because 
of our belief that within us there is an 
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immortal spirit which shall survive the 
tomb and which, blooming in everlast¬ 
ing beauty in the garden of our Father 
and our God, shall never, never* never 
die. 

Thus we may hope that when our 
earthly tabernacle is vacated and our 
bodies, clothed in. the habiliments of 
death, are deposited in the tomb, our 
souls, rising in majesty, like those of 
our departed brethren, shall blossom in 
Eternal Spring. 

The Public Grand Honors are then given, 
after which the following or aotTie other avpro* 
prints hymn may be sung: 
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2, When the heart by sorrow tried 
Feels at length its throbs subside* 

Bring us where all tears are dried, 

Joy for evermore I 

3, When for vanished days we yearn, 

Days that never can return. 

Teach us in Thy love to Irani 

Love for evermore I 

4, When the breath of life is flown, 

When the grave must claim its own, 

Lord of Life! Be ours Thy Crown, 

Life for evermore! 

At the conclusion of the hymn the Master 
and several Brethren near him, in turn, taking 
a spade in band will throw a small quantity 
of earth into the grave and say: 

“The dust shall return to the earth 
as it was and the spirit shall return 
unto God Who gave it.’* 

The Master continues: 

We have come together today to 
publicly pay this tribute of respect to 
the memory of one whose life was in¬ 
separably linked with ours by ties of 
affection and esteem made potent 
through solemn and binding promises 
spoken at the altar. 

Our brother's death does not release 
us nor would we be absolved from the 
duties imposed upon us by those ob¬ 
ligations and which considerately ex¬ 
tend to the exercise of fraternal and 
helpful attention to the widow and or¬ 
phan of our beloved dead. 

In closer bonds too are drawn to¬ 
gether those who survive, for the va¬ 
cant place needs must narrow the 
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circle as the ends are again united the 
one with the other. 

Let these thoughts exert us to 
greater efforts in the doing of kind 
and friendly acts and in the endeavor 
to promote the welfare and happiness 
of each other. Thus will the lessons 
of the dead be useful, as they have 
always been, as lectures to the living. 

“Forasmuch as it has pleased Al¬ 
mighty God, in His wise providence, to 
take out of this world the soul of our 
deceased brother, we therefore com¬ 
mit his body to the ground, earth to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, 
looking for the general resurrection 
at the last day and the life of the 
world to come, when the earth and the 
sea shall give up their dead.” 

Master: Let us pray. 

This prayer to be recited by the Master or 
the Chaplain, 

Almighty and most merciful God, 
Thou Who gives t life and takest it 
away. Thou Who markest the fall of 
the sparrow even as Thou gleanest the 
brightest sheaf from the garden of 
mankind, humbly do we approach Thy 
footstool, as bowed in sorrow we come 
to bless even as it smites us the chas¬ 
tening rod of Thy visitation. We know 
how wondrous are Thy works even 
though Thou take mysterious ways in 
which to perforin them. 

As we gather here today around the 
open grave of him who yesterday 
walked with us in paths of human 
brotherhood, but who today is gath¬ 
ered into the restful abode of eternal 
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life, we ask Thee to direct our foot¬ 
steps in the way of righteousness, that 
we, by sanctifying our own lives on 
earth, may be prepared, when our 
summons shall come, to enter, un¬ 
afraid, into that more exalted realm 
of life where in blissful peace we may 
from everlasting to everlasting dwell 
with Thee in that blessed home, that 
house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. 

We pray Thee, 0 God, for strength 
to meet and to vanquish the forces 
that make for evil. May we conse¬ 
crate our lives and our energies to the 
upbuilding of Thy earthly kingdom 
through a devoted adherence to the 
sublime commands as they have come 
to us in Thy holy word. Draw closer 
the ties of brotherhood that bind us 
together and through which Thy 
greater Fatherhood shall be known 
and accepted on earth. 

As the balm of Gilead soothed and 
sustained the wounded wayfarer, so 
we pray that Thy divine love may 
dwell amongst the dear ones of our 
brother's household to cheer, to con¬ 
sole, and to strengthen them in their 
hour of sorrow and despair. 

“Let the light of Thy countenance 
shine upon them and be gracious unto 
them,” 

Teach us Thy ways, O Lord. Make 
us to know the measure of Thy won¬ 
drous love, that we may seek Thee 
in truth, and, forsaking our evil ways, 
cleave in righteous and constant de¬ 
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votion to Thee, O God, Who art our 
Rock and our Redeemer both now and 
evermore. Amen, 

Response: So mote it be. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, Which art in heaven. 
Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive our tres¬ 
passes as we forgive those who tres¬ 
pass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil* 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory; forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Response: So mote it be. 

BENEDICTION 

May God’s blessings rest upon our 
Fraternity. May He imbue each one 
of us with a sense of affection for 
each other and for the great human 
family. May every moral and social 
virtue unite and cement us, so that, 
anticipating the coming of the king¬ 
dom of heaven on earth, we may be¬ 
come sharers in its fulfillment by 
bringing all mankind into an universal 
acknowledgment of, and a sincere be¬ 
lief in 

“The Fatherhood of God and the 
Brotherhood of Man.” 

Amen. 

Response: So mote it he. 
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RULES FOR MASONIC 
PROCESSIONS 


The order of Masonic processions h as hereto¬ 
fore been given, (For Laying: Corner Stones, 
pages 102-103; For Burial, pages 113* 122; For 
Public Installation, page 14B), but it is deemed 
advisable to giw some general rules for public 
appearances of the Order, 

Any public appearance of a Masonic Lodge 
is an occasion of great solemnity, and should be 
observed as such* The brethren* where possible, 
should be clothed in black—however. Masonry 
regards not the ^eternal* but the interiml qual¬ 
ifications of man—hence, no brother should re- 
main out of procession simply because of the 
kind, color, or quality of the clothing that he 
wears. 

Only Master Masons may appear in public 
processions or ceremonies. All should wear 
white gloves and aprons. If Knights Templar 
form an escort, they should be clothed as 
Knights Templar, and precede the Lodge, If a 
Knight Templar is clothed as a Master Mason* 
he should march with the Master Masons. All 
officers should wear their jewels. 

The cushion on which the Holy Writings are 
carried is covered with black cloth* preferably 
velvet. At funerals* the Holy Writings* Square 
and Compasses should be covered with black 
crepe* and a black crepe knot should be placed 
at the end of each Steward’s rod* 

In the procession of a subordinate Lodge* the 
place of the Grand Master* a Past Grand Mas¬ 
ter, Deputy Grand Master* or Grand Warden is 
after the Master of the Lodge. Two deacons 
should attend the Grand Master* or, in big 
absence, the Deputy Grand Master, the one on 
his right* and the other on his left, at a dis¬ 
tance of seven feet apart. The Book of Consti¬ 
tutions is borne before the Grand Master, or 
Deputy Grand Master; and on entering public 
buildings, the Holy Writings* and Book of Con¬ 
stitutions are placed before him ; and the Grand 
Marshal and Grand Deacons keep near him. 
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The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Muter* 
and Master each walks alone in procession. All 
brethren walk in pairs* with elbows nearly 
touching, and there should be a distance of m x 
feet between pairs. 

If the procession consists of more than one 
Lodge, the Lodges may form separately, or in 
one body; and, if separately, the youngest 
Lodge precedes. 

If a hand* composed of Masons, accompanies 
the procession„ it is placed immediately follow¬ 
ing the tiler; if composed of other than Ma¬ 
sons, it precedes the tiler, and walks on the 
right and left of the line of the procession. 

In funeral processions, the Lodge precedes 
the hearse- 

The family and relatives follow the hearse. 

The procession should move in straight lines, 
all brethren keeping step, and all turns should 
he made at right angles. At each turn, the 
Lodge should pass under an arch, made by 
the Stewards* rods* and the members should 
raise their hats as they pass under. 

The Marshal walks on the left of the pro 

cession. 
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INSTALLATION CEREMONY FOR 
A SUBORDINATE LODGE 



The Marshal presents the Mas¬ 
ter-elect to the Installing Officer 
and says; 


Worshipful Master: I present you 
Bro. A. 13., who has been duly and con¬ 
stitutionally elected W. Master of 

.Lodge No.., Ancient 

Free and Accepted Masons, for the en¬ 
suing Masonic year. I believe him to 
be well qualified to discharge the du¬ 
ties of that office. He has also sig¬ 
nified his willingness to accept the 
same. I therefore ask that he he 
duly and constitutionally installed 
therein. 


Wor. Sir and Bro.—I take pleasure 
in installing you into this honorable 
office, with the usual ceremonies; but, 
previous to being invested with the in¬ 
signia of your office, it is necessary 
that you should signify your assent 
to those ancient charges and regula¬ 
tions which point out the duty of a 
Master of a Lodge, viz.: 

"I. You agree to be a good man 
and true, and strictly to obey the 
moral law. 


“II. You agree to be a peaceable 
citizen, and cheerfully to conform to 
the laws of the country in which you 
reside. 


“III. You promise not to be con¬ 
cerned in plots and conspiracies 
against government, but patiently to 
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submit to the decisions of the supreme 
legislature. 

“IV. You agree to pay a proper 
respect to the civil magistrate, to work 
diligently, live creditably, and act hon¬ 
orably by all men. 

“V. You agree to hold in venera¬ 
tion the original rulers and patrons of 
the Order of Masonry, and their reg¬ 
ular successors, supreme and subor¬ 
dinate, according to their stations; and 
to submit to the awards and resolu¬ 
tions of your brethren, when con¬ 
vened, in every case consistent with 
the Constitutions of the Order. 

“VI. You agree to avoid private 
piques and quarrels, and to guard 
against intemperance and excess. 

“VII. You agree to be cautious in 
carriage and behavior, courteous to 
your brethren and faithful to your 
Lodge. 

“VIII. You promise to respect gen¬ 
uine brethren and to discountenance 
impostors, and all dissenters from the 
original plan of Masonry. 

“IX. You agree to promote the 
general good of society, to cultivate 
the social virtues, and to propagate 
the knowledge of the Art. 

“X. You promise to pay homage to 
the Grand Master for the time being, 
and to his officers when duly in¬ 
stalled; and strictly to conform to 
every edict of the Grand Lodge, or 
General Assembly of Masons, that is 
not subversive of the principles and 
groundwork of Masonry. 






138 


MANUAL OP THE LODGE 


“XL You admit that it is not in 
the power of any man, or bddy of men, 
to make innovations in the body of 
Masonry. 

“XII, You promise a regular at¬ 
tendance on the committees and com¬ 
munications of the Grand Lodge, on 
receiving proper notice; and to pay 
attention to all the duties of Masonry, 
on convenient occasions. 

“XIII, You admit that no new 
Lodge shall be formed without permis¬ 
sion of the Grand Lodge; and that no 
countenance be given to any irregular 
Lodge, or to any person clandestinely 
initiated therein, being contrary to the 
ancient charges of the Order. 

“XIV. You admit that no person 
can be regularly made a Mason in, or 
admitted a member of, any regular 
Lodge, without previous notice, and 
due inquiry into his character. 

“XV. You agree that no visitors 
shall be received into your Lodge with¬ 
out due examination, and producing 
proper vouchers of their having been 
initiated in a regular Lodge.” 

These are the regulations of Free 
and Accepted Masons. 

The Installing Officer then addresses the 
Master-elect in the following manner: 

“Do you submit to these charges, 
and promise to support these regula¬ 
tions, as Masters have done in all ages 
before you?” 

The new Master having signified his cordial 
submission as before, the Installing Officer 
thus addresses him: 
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“Brother A. B. ( in consequence of 
your cheerful conformity to the 
charges and regulations of the Order, 
you are now to be installed Master of 
this (new) Lodge, in full confidence 
of your care, skill and capacity to 
govern the same.” 

The new Master is then 
regularly invested with the 
insignia of his office, and the 
furniture and implements of 
his Lod^e. 

The various implements of 
the profession are emblemat¬ 
ical of our conduct in life, 
and upon this occasion are 
carefully enumerated. 

The Holy Writings, 

that great light in Ma¬ 
sonry, will guide you to 
all truth; it will direct 
your path to the temple of happiness, 
and point out to you the whole duty 


The Square teaches us 
to regulate our actions 
by rule and line, and 

to harmonize our con¬ 

duct by the principles of morality and 
virtue. 

A The Compasses teach us to 
limit our desires in every sta¬ 
tion, that, rising to eminence 
by merit, we may live respect¬ 
ed, and die regretted. 

- The Rule directs 

GSHCS SI that we shall punc¬ 
tually observe our duty; press forward 
in the path of virtue, and, neither in- 


of man. 
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dining to the right nor to the left, in 
all our actions have eternity in view. 

The Line teaches us the 
criterion of moral rectitude, 
to avoid dissimulation in 
conversation and action, and 
to direct our steps to the path which 
leads to immortality. 


figss 


The Book of Constitutions 

you are to search at all times. 
Cause it to be read in your 
Lodge, that none may pretend 
to ignorance of the excellent 
precepts it enjoins. 


_ s You now receive in charge 

the Charter , by the authority 
of which this Lodge is held. 
Yen are carefully to preserve 
and duly transmit it to your successor 
in office. 


@ Lastly, you receive in charge 
the By-Laws of your Lodge, 
which you are to see carefully 
and punctually executed. 

The Master is then seated with his officers 
on his right, if the ceremony is in a public 
place. If in the Lodge, the officers will he 
seated in their respective stations. 


SENIOR WARDEN 

Presented by the Marshal to the Installing 
Officer, with the same ceremony, only changing 
the Mime of the W, Master to Senior Warden, 
and the same with all the other officers. After 
the Warden is properly presented, the In¬ 
stalling Officer invests him with his Jewel and 
Gavel, and says: 
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The Level demonstrates 
that we are descended from 
the same stock, partake of 
the same nature, and share 
the same hope; and though 
distinctions among men 
are necessary to preserve subordina¬ 
tion, yet no eminence of station should 
make us forget, that we are brethren; 
for he who is placed on the lowest 
spoke of fortune’s wheel, may be en¬ 
titled to our regard; because a time 
will come, and the wisest knows not 
how soon, when all distinction, but 
that of goodness, shall cease; and 
Death, the grand leveler of human, 
greatness, reduce us to the same state. 

Your regular attendance on our 
stated meetings is essentially neces¬ 
sary. In the absence of the Master, 
you are to govern this Lodge; in his 
presence, you are to assist him in the 
government of it. I firmly rely on 
your knowledge of Masonry, and at¬ 
tachment to the Lodge, for the faith¬ 
ful discharge of the duties of this im¬ 
portant trust. “Look well to the 
West.” 

He is then seated to the right of the- W. Mas- 
ter, or in his usual station. 


THE JUNIOR WARDEN 

Brother E. F.: You have been 

elected Junior Warden of. 

Lodge No.. and are now in¬ 

vested with the badge of your 
office. 

The Plumb admonishes us to 
walk uprightly in our several sta¬ 
tions, to hold the scale of justice 
in equal poise, to observe the just 


m 

I 

I 
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medium between intemperance and 
pleasure, and to make our passions 
and prejudices coincide with the line 
of our duty. 

To you is committed the superin- 
tendence of the Craft during the hours 
of refreshment; it is, therefore, in¬ 
dispensably necessary that you should 
not only he temperate and discreet, in 
the indulgence of your own inclina¬ 
tions, but carefully observe that none 
of the Craft be suffered to convert the 
means of refreshment into intemper¬ 
ance and excess. 



THE TREASURER 

Brother G. H.: You 
have been elected Trea¬ 
surer of . Lodge 

No.. It is your 

duty to receive all mon¬ 
eys from the Secretary, 
make due entries thereof and pay 
them out by order of the Worshipful 
Master and consent of the Lodge. 

I trust your regard for the welfare 
of the Order will prompt you to a 
faithful discharge of your duties. 

THE SECRETARY 

Brother E. F.: You have 

X been elected Secretary of 

..Lodge No.. 

It is your duty to carefully 
observe all the proceedings 
of the Lodge;*make a cor¬ 
rect record of all things proper to be 
written, receive all moneys due the 
Lodge, and pay them over to the 
Treasurer, taking his receipt for the 
same. 
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I trust your good wishes for the 
welfare of this Lodge will prompt you 
to discharge the duties of your office 
with fidelity, and by so doing, you will 
merit the esteem and applause of your 
brethren. 

THE CHAPLAIN 

Rev. Sir and Brother : You have been 
appointed Chaplain of this Lodge. It 
is your duty to perform those solemn 
services which we should constantly 
render to our Creator; and which, 
when offered by one whose profession 
is "to point to heaven and lead the 
way,” may, by refining our souls, 
strengthening our virtues, and purify¬ 
ing our minds, prepare us for admis¬ 
sion into the society of those above, 
where happiness will be as endless as 
it is perfect. 

SENIOR AND JUNIOR DEACONS 

Brothers A. B. 
and C. D.: You 
have been appoint¬ 
ed Deacons of.. 

Lodge No., and I invest you with 

the badges of your office. It is your 
province to attend on the Master and 
Wardens, and to act as their proxies 
in the active duties of the Lodge; such 
as the reception of candidates into the 
different degrees of Masonry; the in¬ 
troduction and accommodation of vis¬ 
itors, and the immediate practice of 
our rites. 

The Square and Compasses, as 

badges of your office, I entrust to 
your care, not doubting your vigilance 
and attention. 
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STEWARDS 

Brothers 0. P. and R, 
S.: You are appointed 
Stewards of this Lodge 
or Blasters of the Cere¬ 
monies* It is your duty 
to assist the Deacons and 
other officers in performing their re¬ 
spective duties, to see that the tables 
are properly furnished at refreshment, 
and ihe brethren suitably provided for. 
Your regular and early attendance will 
afford the best proof of your zeal and 
attachment to the Lodge. 

TILER 



Brother S. A.: 
You are elected 

Tiler of.Lodge No.. , and 

I invest you with this implement of 
your office. As the sword is placed 
in the hands of the Tiler, to enable 
him effectually to guard against the 
approach of cowans and eaves-drop- 
pers, and permit none to pass except 
those who are duly qualified, so it 
should admonish us to set a guard 
over our thoughts, a watch at our 
lips, post a sentinel over our actions; 
thereby preventing the approach of 
every unworthy thought and deed, thus 
preserving consciences void of offense 
toward God and. man. 

CHARGE TO THE WORSHIPFUL 
MASTER 

Worshipful Sir and Brother; To 
your care is committed the Charter of 
this Lodge and the government of the 
brethren who compose the same and 
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are within the jurisdiction of said 
Lodge. You cannot be insensible of 
the obligations which devolve on you 
as their head nor of your responsibility 
for the faithful discharge of the im¬ 
portant duties annexed to said station. 

The honor, reputation and usefulness 
of your Lodge will materially depend 
on the skill and assiduity with w r hich 
you manage its concerns; whilst the 
happiness of its members will be gen¬ 
erally promoted, in proportion to the 
zeal and ability with which you propa¬ 
gate the genuine principles of our In¬ 
stitution. 

For a pattern of imitation, consider 
the great luminary of nature, which, 
rising in the East, regularly diffuses 
light and lustre to all within its circle. 
In like manner it is your province to 
spread and communicate light and in¬ 
struction to the brethren of your 
Lodge. Forcibly impress upon them 
the dignity and high importance of 
Masonry; and seriously admonish them 
never to disgrace it. Charge them to 
practice out of the Lodge, those duties 
which they have been taught in it; 
and by amiable, discreet and virtuous 
conduct, to convince mankind of the 
goodness of the Institution; so that 
when a person is said to be a member 
of it, the world may know that he is 
one to whom the burdened heart may 
pour out its sorrows; to whom distress 
may prefer its suit; whose hand is 
guided by justice, and whose heart is 
expanded by benevolence. In short, 
by a diligent observance of the By- 
Laws of your Lodge, the Constitution 
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of Masonry, and, above all, the Holy 
Scriptures, which are given as a rule 
and guide to your faith, you will be 
enabled to acquit yourself with honor 
and reputation, and lay up a crown 
of rejoicing, which shall continue 
when time shall be no more. 

SENIOR AND JUNIOR WARDENS 

You are too well acquainted with 
the principles of Masonry to warrant 
any distrust that you wiH be found 
wanting in the discharge of your re¬ 
spective duties. Suffice it to say, that 
what you have seen praiseworthy in 
others, you should carefully imitate; 
and what in them may have appeared 
defective, you should in yourselves 
amend. You should be examples of 
good order and regularity; for it is 
only by a due regard to the laws, in 
your own conduct, that you can expect 
obedience to them from others. You 
are assiduously to assist the Master in 
the discharge of his trust; diffusing 
light and imparting knowledge to all 
whom he shall place under your care. 
In the absence of the Master, you will 
succeed to higher duties; your acquire¬ 
ments must, therefore, be such as that 
the Craft may never suffer for the 
want of proper instruction. From the 
spirit which you have hitherto evinced, 
I entertain no doubt that your future 
conduct will be such as to merit the 
applause of your brethren, and the 
testimony of a good conscience. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE 
LODGE 

Brethren, such is the nature of our 
Constitution that some must, of neces¬ 
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sity, rule and teach, while others must, 
of course, learn to submit and obey. 
Humility in both is an essential duty. 
The officers who are elected and ap¬ 
pointed to govern your Lodge are suf¬ 
ficiently conversant with the rules of 
propriety and the laws of Masonic 
order, to avoid exceeding the powers 
with which they are entrusted; and 
you are of too generous dispositions to 
envy their preferment* 

I, therefore, trust that you will have 
but one aim, and that will be, to try 
to please each other and unite in the 
grand design of being happy and com¬ 
municating happiness. 

Finally, my brethren, as the busi¬ 
ness of this Lodge has been conducted 
ill peace and harmony, so may it long 
continue. May you and your associ¬ 
ates long enjoy every satisfaction and 
delight which disinterested friendship 
can afford. May kindness and broth¬ 
erly affection distinguish your con¬ 
duct as men and as Masons. 

Within your peaceful walls may 
your children’s children celebrate, with 
joy and gratitude, the annual recur¬ 
rence of this auspicious solemnity. 
And may the tenets of our profession 
be transmitted through your Lodge, 
pure and unimpaired, from generation 
to generation. 

The Marshal then proclaims the officers of 
--Lodge No-- duly and consti¬ 
tutionally installed. 

The following is the order of a procession 
for installing the officers of a subordinate 
Lodge publicly, viz.: 
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PROCESSION OF A SUBORDINATE 
LODGE ON OCCASIONS OF 
PUBLIC INSTALLATION 

Tiler with drawn sword ; 

Musicians (if Masons—if not, they 
precede the Tiler) ; 

Stewards, with white rods; 
g Master Masons; 

kh Senior and Junior Deacons with 
black rods; 

Ph Secretary and Treasurer ; 

Senior and Junior Wardens ; 

Fast Masters ; 

Koyal Arch Masons; 

Knights Templar ; 

Orator and Chaplain i 
Holy Writings ; 

W, Master, supported by two Deacons with 
black rods, walking on each side and slightly 
in advance of the Master. 


INSTALLATION CEREMONY OF 
THE GRAND LODGE 

Tile following Installation Ceremony was 
prepared by Past Grand Master John Sayles, 
in 1S7&, was approved, and has been since then 
used by the M, W* Grand Lodge in installing its 
officers- By special permission of his widow, 
Mrs. Mary E. Sayles, and son, Henry Sayles, 
of Abilene, Texas, this form is incorporated in 
tills edition, with the Official Titles as pre- 
scribed in the Constitution and some neeesEary 
preliminary instructions by the compiler* 

The Grand Master-elect may be installed by 
a present* or a Past Grand Master, and if the 
latter, he does so by request of the retiring 
Grand Master* 

It is the prerogative of the newly installed 
Grand Master to install the other Grand Of¬ 
ficers ; but this right is usually waived, and 
the officer who installed him T proceeds to in¬ 
stall the remaining Grand Officers * 

The hour for installation having arrived, 
the Installing* Officer takes the chair, calls the 
Grand Lodge to order, and states the order of 
business. He directs the Grand Marshal to 
have the jewels and other insignia of office 
collected and arranged in proper order, and 3n- 
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structs the Grand Secretary to call the roll of 
the Grand Officers elected and appointed* As 
the name of each is called, he should come 
forward and take his scat according to rank. 

The installation then proceeds as follows: 

INSTALLATION CEREMONY 

The Grand Marshal presents the Grand Mas¬ 
ter-elect, and says; 

Most Worshipful Grand Master:—I 
present you Brother A. B., who has 
been duly and constitutionally elected 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Texas for the ensuing Masonic year. 
He has signified his willingness to 
accept the office. I therefore ask that 
he be duly and constitutionally in¬ 
stalled therein. 

The Grand Master-elect is then placed at the 
Altar, facing the East; the Grand Chaplain is 
conducted to the Altar, facing the West; the 
Grand Lodge is then called up, and the Grand 
Chaplain says i 

Brethren, let us pray: 

PRAYER 

Eternal source of life and light, we 
ask Thy blessing upon Thy servant 
now before Thee, as he is to enter 
upon new and responsible duties, and 
assume new and important relations to 
his brethren. Invest him with Thy 
choicest gifts; may heavenly wisdom 
illuminate his mind; may heavenly 
power give strength to his exertions; 
may heavenly goodness fill and en¬ 
large his breast; may his feet rest 
upon the rock of justice, and from his 
hands may streams of beneficence con¬ 
tinually flow; may his administration 
of the affairs of the Fraternity re- 
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dound to Thy glory, to the good of the 
Craft, and to the welfare of mankind. 

Add Thy blessing upon the Officers 
associated with him. May they he 
faithful and zealous in upholding the 
hands of their chief in all good deeds, 
and with a just sense of their ac¬ 
countability to Thee, and to the Craft, 
may they Labor for the advancement 
of the Institution. 

Bless the Grand Lodge and its sub¬ 
ordinates, and all the Brotherhood, 
wherever dispersed! Make them more 
helpful and beneficial to each other 
and to all Thy children; and inspire 
them with an ardent love to Thee, to 
their brethren, and to the whole hu¬ 
man family! In Thee we place our 
trust! Guide us, we pray Thee, 
through all the vicissitudes of life, 
and at last bring U3 to dwell in Thy 
presence forever! Amen. 

Response: So mote it he. 

The Grand Chaplain is conducted to his sta¬ 
tion, but the Grand Master-elect remains kneel¬ 
ing at the Altar, and the Installing' Officer ad¬ 
dressing him* says: 

You will repeat after me your of¬ 
ficial obligation: 

“I, A. B., do promise, upon the honor 
of a Mason, that I will serve as Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas 
for the term for which I have been 
elected and until my successor is duly 
and constitutionally installed, and will 
perform all the duties of that office 
to the best of my ability.” 


The Brethren, are seated. 
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Installing Officer: Brother Grand 
Marshal, you will conduct the Grand 
Master-elect from the Altar to the 
East. 

Installing Officer: Brother A. B., 
you having been duly elected Grand 
Master of Masons, and having taken 
an obligation to discharge the duties 
of that office, it is with much pleasure 
that I now invest you with this Jewel 
as the badge of your office. It will 
silently admonish you always to do 
justice to the cause of Masonry; and 
to consult, as the exalted rank you 
now hold demands of you, the real in¬ 
terests of the Institution. It will in¬ 
struct you to infuse into the many 
Lodges of which you are now the head, 
the true spirit of our Order; to make 
wise decisions for the good of the 
Fraternity; to give due commendation 
to the worthy; and to rebuke those 
who act contrary to our laws. 

By immemorial usage and the irrev¬ 
ocable landmarks of Masonry, you 
are invested, as Grand Master of Ma¬ 
sons, with powers and prerogatives 
which are w ell-nigh absolute. The in¬ 
terests of the Craft, for weal or woe, 
are placed in your hands during your 
term of office. The good resolutions 
which, I doubt not, you have formed in 
your mind, that these powers shall not 
be abused or perverted by you, I would 
gladly strengthen by a word of ad¬ 
monition which it will not become me 
henceforth to utter. The very con¬ 
sciousness of the possession of a great 







152 


MANUAL OF THE LODGE 


power will ever make a generous mind 
cautious and gentle in its exercise* 

To rule has been the lot of many, 
and it requires neither strength of in¬ 
tellect nor soundness of judgment* To 
rule WELL has been the fortune of 
but few, and may well be the object 
of an honorable ambition. It is not 
by the strong arm, or the iron will, 
that obedience and order, the chief 
requisites of good government, are se¬ 
cured; but by holding the key to the 
hearts of men. 

The office of Grand Master is of 
great antiquity and respect, and is one 
of the highest dignities to which we 
may aspire. Its incumbent, to rule 
well, should possess and practice sev¬ 
eral important requisites. 

As a man, he should be of approved 
integrity and irreproachable morals, 
freed from the dominion of hasty tem¬ 
per and ill-governed passions; of good 
repute in the world, and practicing, as 
an example to the Craft, the cardinal 
virtues of Temperance, Fortitude, Pru¬ 
dence and Justice. 

As a citizen, he should be loyal to 
his government; obedient to its laws; 
prompt in the duties he owes to so¬ 
ciety; and a pattern of fidelity in all 
social and domestic relations. 

As a Mason, he should cling to the 
old landmarks and be sternly opposed 
to their infringement; be a proficient 
in the laws, languages and literature 
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of the Fraternity; be desirous to learn, 
and apt to teach; though not, for the 
time, a workman, yet the master of 
the work, and qualified to earn his 
wages; be prompt to give aid, and 
slow to demand it; be ever mindful, 
that though elevated for a time above 
his fellows, yet he is elevated by them, 
and that he is still a Craftsman, more 
sacredly bound by a Craftsman’s obli¬ 
gation; and that he should cultivate 
everywhere, and at all times, the 
golden tenets of Brotherly Love, Re¬ 
lief and Truth. 

As an officer, he should remember, 
first of all, that he is an individual 
Mason, sharing, in that respect, a 
common lot with his brethren, and 
therefore interested in the welfare of 
each and all. He should be devoid of 
undue ostentation ar.d haughty over¬ 
bearing; accessible to all; cultivating 
the closest friendship and the most un¬ 
limited confidence with his associate 
officers; eager to take counsel with 
his brethren and ready to give it; pa¬ 
tient in investigation and hearing; de¬ 
liberate in judgment, prompt in exe¬ 
cution; forbearing long and much with 
evildoers; ready to reward good; de¬ 
void of favoritism and wholly impar¬ 
tial; watchful over the treasury; hav¬ 
ing an eagle eye upon every portion of 
his jurisdiction, and breasting ever 
the restless spirit of innovation. 

Such are some of the more impor¬ 
tant qualifications which a Grand 
Master should possess, and the leading 
errors which he should avoid. 
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While the tools of operative Ma¬ 
sonry (to us the most expressive sym¬ 
bols), the Book of Constitutions, and 
the Holy Writings, are all placed in 
your charge, I would call your atten¬ 
tion especially to the latter. In this 
you find the principles upon which 
Masonry is founded; from this it de¬ 
rives its Wisdom, Strength, and 
Beauty; this will confirm your faith, 
strengthen your hope, encourage your 
charity, and direct you to that Temple 
where all is harmony iGve and peace. 

I also deliver to you the emblem of 
that power with which you are now 
invested. In your hands it must never 
be sounded in vain. Use it only for 
the good of the Craft. 

I now seat you. Most Worshipful, in 
the Grand Bast, at the head of an 
Order which is calculated to unite men 
by true friendship, to extend benev¬ 
olence, and to promote virtue. And al¬ 
low me to say that the honor with 
which you are invested is not un¬ 
worthy of a man of the highest posi¬ 
tion or most distinguished abilities. 
May you do honor to your exalted 
station, and late, very late, in life, may 
you be transmitted from the fading 
honors of an earthly Lodge, to the 
mansions prepared for the faithful in 
a better world! 

The Grand Txidge is called up, and the In- 
stalling Officer gays: 

Brethren, salute your Grand Master! 

The Grand Honors are given, after which 
the following Installation Ode should be sung-: 
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MASTER S INSTALLATION ODE 
Music—DUNDEE 

Behold, O Master, in the East, 

What glories greet thee there l 

What floods of radiance eastward stream 1 
The sun is rising fair. 

Behold, O Master, glorious arts, 

Were cradled in the East; 

Behold, what sciences came forth 
Mari's waking mind to feast* 

Q Master, in thy symbolic East 
Seek wisdom from above. 

And spread the light which heaven shall send 
Within thy Lodge in love. 

The Grand Marshal is directed to conduct 
the Grand Officers-elect to the East, where, 
standing with the right hand on the left breast, 
they take the official obligation as follows: 

“I, A. B., do promise, upon the honor 
of a Mason, that I will serve the Grand 
Lodge of Texas in my office for the 
term for which I have been elected and 
until my successor is duly elected and 
installed, and that I will faithfully ob¬ 
serve the laws ami Constitution of the 
Grand Lodge of Texas, all ancient Ma¬ 
sonic usages, and perform all the du¬ 
ties of my office to the best of my 
skill and ability.” 

The Installing Officer proceeds as follows: 

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER 

R. W. Sir: You are invested with 
this Jewel as the badge of the office 
of R. W. Deputy Grand Master. 

The office to which you have been 
elected by your brethren is one of 
great dignity and importance. In 
many,cases your powers and preroga¬ 
tives are co-extensive with those of 
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your chief. At all times, if he be 
present, you are to assist him with 
your counsel and co-operation; and in 
his absence, death, incapacity or in¬ 
ability to act, the whole duties of his 
office devolve upon you. In case of 
the Grand Master’s absence from the 
State, or his disability to act, you are 
empowered by the Constitution of this 
Grand Lodge to preside, when present, 
in any Lodge under her jurisdiction; 
to grant dispensations for new Lodges; 
install and constitute Lodges to whom 
Charters are ordered to issue; to sus¬ 
pend Lodges for un-Masonic conduct, 
and to instruct in the Ritual of Ma¬ 
sonry. But while your powers and 
privileges are thus extensive, remem¬ 
ber that they will bring with them a 
heavy share of responsibility. 

The honor thus conferred, and the 
trust reposed in you, demand a cor¬ 
responding fidelity and attachment to 
the interests of those to whose kind¬ 
ness and confidence you are indebted 
for your official elevation. Let, there¬ 
fore, no effort of yours be wanting in 
the faithful discharge of the duties of 
your office, so that you may have 
honor, and the Craft profit thereby. 

Tina Deputy Grand Master is then conducted 
to his scat, to the left of the Grand Master* 

GRAND SENIOR WARDEN 

R. W. Sir: You are invested with the 
Jewel of Grand Senior Warden, The 
position which you occupy in the 
Grand Lodge and among the Frater¬ 
nity is one of no little importance. In 
the Grand Lodge, to control, prac¬ 
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tically, under the direction of the 
Grand Master, the admission of all 
visitors; to announce specially those 
who are of rank or eminence; to aid in 
the preservation of order; and at all 
Limes to render counsel and advice to 
the Grand Master, are high and re¬ 
sponsible duties, requiring circumspec¬ 
tion, vigilance and reflection; but 
when to these is super-added the more 
onerous labor, in conjunction with the 
Grand Junior Warden, of diligently 
preserving the ancient landmarks 
throughout the jurisdiction, it then 
becomes a trust of deep moment to the 
welfare of the Craft. 

Your fitness for the discharge of 
such a trust undoubtedly led to your 
selection for the office by your breth¬ 
ren, and it will be your duty and plea¬ 
sure to so act as to justify their confi¬ 
dence. Look well to the West. 

The Grand Senior Warden is conducted to 
the West by the Grand Marshal, and the fol¬ 
lowing words may be smig: 

GRAND SENIOR WARDENS INSTALLING 

ODE 

Music—DUNDEE 

O Warden, with thy Level poised, 

What lesson dost thou give ? 

Are all men equal? Shall the worm 
On king and peasant live? 

O Warden, where King Hiram stood. 

Like him, seek strength above; 

Sustain the East* pay atl their dues. 
Protect the weak in love, 

GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN 

R. W. Sir: As the duties of your of¬ 
fice and the qualifications for it are 
almost identical with those of the 
Grand Senior Warden, except as it rc- 
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spects the introduction of visitors, I 
will only add to the charge given to 
that officer, that you be equally vigi¬ 
lant and circumspect, not only at your 
station in the Grand Lodge, but in the 
broader field of action without, divid¬ 
ing with him his labors, and taking 
due care that the great object of your 
united solicitude shall remain in¬ 
violate. 

Accept the Jewel of your office, and 
repair to the South, being ever watch¬ 
ful, whether in labor, or at refresh¬ 
ment, that the high twelve of observa¬ 
tion do not find you with your work, 
and that of the Craft you superintend, 
unperformed. 

The Grand Junior Warden is conducted to 
the South hy the Grand Marshal* and the fed* 
lowing words may he sung : 

GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN'S INSTALLING 

ODE 

Music—DUNDEE 

O Warden, with the plumb upraised. 
What doth thy emblem teach? 

Do all the Craft uprightly walk. 

And practice what they preach? 

O Warden, where the Faithful One 
Observed the glorious sun, 

Like him, adorn with beauty still 
The work by him begun. 

GRAND TREASURER 

R. W. Sir: You are invested with 
this Jewel as the badge of the office 
of Grand Treasurer. 

It is your duty to receive all moneys 
due the Grand Lodge from the Grand 
Secretary and other officers, giving 
your receipt for the same; to enter all 
moneys in regular accounts, with the 


INSTALLATION CEREMONY, G. L. 159 


purposes for which they are intended; 
to keep regular accounts with all of¬ 
ficers, charging them with all fees, 
dues or other moneys received by them 
and known to you; to make disburse¬ 
ments only on legal orders from the 
Grand Lodge, or of the Grand Junior 
Warden on Grand Steward’s accounts, 
or to Lodges entitled to distribution 
from the grand charity fund; and to 
keep accurate accounts thereof; to 
make regular reports to the close of 
each Annual Communication, and 
whenever required by the Gland Lodge. 

The keys forming the Jewel of your 
office have a two-fold significance; 
they are instruments to bind as well 
as to loose; to make fast as well as to 
open; they will never, I am confident, 
be used by you in any other manner 
than the Constitution, laws, rules and 
regulations of the Grand Lodge shall 
direct. 

The Grand Treasurer is then conducted to 
his proper place in the Grand Lod^e, 

GRAND SECRETARY 

R. W. Sir: Usage as well as positive 
enactments from time to time have 
rendered the duties of Grand Secre¬ 
tary more onerous and varied than 
those of any other officer. 

Brought by his official position 
more immediately into communication 
with the whole body of the Fraternity, 
it is requisite that he should possess 
ability, skill and industry, to meet the 
various demands upon him. Placed in 
a position where he holds almost'con¬ 
stant correspondence with our Masonic 
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brethren of every State and country, 
upon him devolves, in a large degree, 
the good name and credit of the Ma¬ 
sonic family of this State. 

The Fraternity should enable him to 
maintain it; he should strive that it 
be maintained. Courtesy and patience 
are to be elements in his manners and 
character. Vigilance and fidelity must 
also be necessary qualities. 

Our Constitutions, my brother, point 
out to you fully the duties of your of¬ 
fice, and I will not recapitulate them. 
Your capability for their prompt and 
faithful execution has induced your 
brethren to confide this trust to you. 
and I feel assured that it is well 
placed. 

In investing you with your official 
Jewel, the pens, I am persuaded that 
they will make an enduring record not 
only to your praise, but to the welfare 
of a Craft so largely dependent upon 
your experience and integrity. 

He is then conducted to his seat at the Grand 
Secretary’s desk. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND 
MASTERS 

R. W. Sirs: You have been appointed 
District Deputy Grand Masters of the 
Grand Lodge of Texas. 

It is vour duty to assist the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master in the dis¬ 
charge of his duties during the recess 
of the Grand Lodge; to visit all the 
Lodges in your respective districts; to 
examine their records and see that 
they are properly kept ; to correct any 
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errors yo t ’ may observe, and to make 
a full report of ail your acts and do¬ 
ings to the Grand Master before the 
next Annual Communication of this 
Grand Lodge. 

In the discharge of your respective 
duties you will have many serious and 
important questions propounded to 
you, the solving of which will require 
each of you to be well skilled in Ma¬ 
sonic jurisprudence. The office to 
which you have been appointed em¬ 
braces an important trust, and the 
choice of you by the Grand Master is 
an evidence of the high opinion he en¬ 
tertains of your fidelity and discre¬ 
tion. Labor, therefore, to discharge 
the duties of your respective offices in 
such a manner as not to bring censure 
or dishonor upon the head of your il¬ 
lustrious chief. 

They are then seated, and the Grand Marshal 
presents the Grand Chaplain, and the Installing 
Officer proceeds as follows: 

GRAND CHAPLAIN 

R. W. and Rev. Sir and Brother: The 
sacred position of Grand Chaplain of 
the Grand Lodge of Texas has been 
intrusted to your care by our Grand 
Master, and you are now invested with 
the Jewel of your office. 

’ It will be your duty to conduct the 
devotional exercises of our Grand 
Communications, and to perform the 
sacred functions of your holy calling 
at our public ceremonies. In faithfully 
performing these duties, it may be the 
means of refining the souls, strength¬ 
ening the virtues, and purifying the 
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minds of our Masonic brethren and 
thereby preparing them for admission 
into the society of those above, whose 
happiness will be as endless as it is 
perfect. The profession which you 
have chosen for your lot in life is the 
best guarantee that you will discharge 
the duties of your present appointment 
with steadfastness and perseverance 
in well-doing. 

He is then conducted to the Grand Chap¬ 
lain's desk, to the right of the Grand Master. 

GRAND ORATOR 

R. W. Sir and Brother: You have 
been appointed Grand Orator of the 
Grand Lodge of Texas, and you are 
now invested with the badge of your 
office. 

It is your duty to attend the Annual 
Communications of this Grand Lodge, 
and at public installations, dedications, 
or other public occasions, to deliver a 
suitable address. 

To do this, it is necessary that you 
should be familiar with the operations 
of Masonry, both at home and abroad, 
and well versed in Masonic lore. And 
from your known zeal and attachment 
to the Order, I have no doubt but that 
you will perform your duties with 
credit to yourself and pleasure to the 
Fraternity. 

Hs as then seated. 

GRAND MARSHAL 

R. W. Sir and Brother: You have 
been appointed Grand Marshal of the 
Grand Lodge of Texas. The office with 
which you are intrusted is one of great 
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importance, and requires much skill 
and attention in the discharge of its 
duties. 

You axe to superintend all proces¬ 
sions of the Grand Lodge, when mov¬ 
ing as a distinct body, either in public 
or private; and as the world can only 
judge of our private discipline by our 
public deportment, you will be care¬ 
ful that the utmost order and decorum 
be observed on all such occasions. 

You will ever be 'MAentive to the 
commands of the Gran' Master and 
always near at hand to se*_ them duly 
executed. You are now invested with 
the badge of your office, and I pre¬ 
sume that you will give to your duties 
all that study and attention which 
their importance demands. I now pre¬ 
sent you this sword as the appropriate 
implement of your office. 

GRAND SENIOR AND JUNIOR 
DEACONS 

W. Sirs and Brothers: You have 
been appointed Grand Deacons of this 
Grand Lodge. It is your province to 
attend upon the Grand Master and 
Grand Wardens, and to act as their 
proxies in the active duties of the 
Grand Lodge; to see to the introduc¬ 
tion and accommodation of visitors, 
and such other duties as may be as¬ 
signed you by these officers. 

The badges of your office are in¬ 
trusted to your care, without doubt of 
your vigilance and attention. 
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GRAND STEWARDS 

W. Sirs and Brothers: Yon have 
been appointed Grand Stewards of this 
Grand Lodge. The duties of your of¬ 
fice are to assist the Deacons and other 
officers in performing their respective 
duties, and to see that none are ad¬ 
mitted into the refreshment rooms but 
such as are justly entitled to be there 
by the regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

Your regular and early attendance 
will afford the best proof of your zeal 
and attachment to our Grand Lodge. 

GRAND PURSUIVANT 

W. Sir and Brother: You have been 
appointed Grand Pursuivant of the 
Grand Lodge of Texas, and you are 
now invested with the badge of your 
office. 

It is your duty to announce all ap¬ 
plicants for admission into the Grand 
Lodge by their names and Masonic 
titles; to take charge of the Jewels and 
regalia of the Grand Lodge; to attend 
all communications of the Grand 
Lodge, and to perform such other du¬ 
ties as may be required of you by the 
Grand Master Gr presiding officer. I 
presume that your respect and attach¬ 
ment to the Grand Lodge, and your 
earnest solicitude for the good of the 
Order, will prompt you to the faithful 
discharge of the duties of your office. 
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GRAND TILER 

W. Sir and Brother: You have been 
appointed Grand Tiler of the Grand 
Lodge of Texas, and are now invested 
with the implement of your office. As 
the Sword is placed in the hands of the 
Grand Tiler to enable him to effec¬ 
tually guard against the approach of 
cowans and eaves-droppers, and per¬ 
mit none to pass except those who are 
duly qualified, so it should admonish 
us to set a guard over our thoughts, a 
watch at our lips, post a sentinel over 
our actions, thereby preventing the ap¬ 
proach of every unworthy thought or 
deed, and preserving consciences void 
of offense towards God and towards 
man. 

The Installing Officer then calls up the mem¬ 
bers of the Grand Lodpre (and only the mem¬ 
bers should rise, as the address is exclusively 
for them), and delivers the following: 

ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERS OF 
THE GRAND LODGE 

Brethren, Members of the Grand 
Lodge of Texas: Behold the officers 
of this Grand Lodge for the ensuing 
Masonic year. 

Such is the nature of our Constitu¬ 
tion. that as some must of necessity 
rule and teach, so others must, of 
course, learn to submit and obey. Hu¬ 
mility in both is an essential duty. 

The officers w T bo have been elected 
and appointed to govern this Grand 



166 


MANUAL OF THE LODGE 


Lodge are sufficiently conversant with 
the rules of propriety and the laws of 
this institution to avoid exceeding the 
powers with which they are intrusted, 
and you are of too generous disposi¬ 
tions to envy their preferment, 

I therefore trust that you will have 
but one aim, to please each other and 
to unite in the grand design of being 
happy and communicating happiness. 

Finally, my brethren, as this Grand 
Annua! Communication has been con¬ 
ducted thus far with so much unan¬ 
imity and concord, in which we greatly 
rejoice, so may it continue to the end. 
May you long enjoy every satisfaction 
and delight which disinterested friend¬ 
ship can afford. May kindness and 
brotherly affection distinguish your 
conduct as men and as Masons. May 
your children's children celebrate, with 
joy and gratitude, the annual recur¬ 
rence of this auspicious solemnity. 
And may the tenets of our profession 
be transmitted, through this Gramd 
Lodge, pure and unimpaired, from 
generation to generation. 

The Installing Officer then calls tip the en¬ 
tire Grand Lodge, and the Grand Marshal, by 
his direction, makes the following 1 ; 

Grand Marshal: I hereby proclaim 
that the Most Worshipful Grand Mas¬ 
ter and other Grand Officers, elected 
and appointed, of this Grand Lodge, 
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have been regularly installed into 
their respective stations. 

This proclamation is made 'rom the 
East 


J 

from the West 

J 


from the South 


J 


once, twice, thrice. All interested will 
take due notice, and govern them¬ 
selves accordingly. 

The Installing Officer then surrenders the 
East and the gave) to the Grand Master, who 
seats the Grand Lodge. 

If the installation is public, a program with 
music and an address, may be readily arranged. 
If the time allows, the ceremonies should 
always he interspersed with appropriate music. 







COMMENTARIES 


On some cf the Rites, CeremonicSp Symbols and 
Allegories* practiced in the Ancient Temples of 
Antiquity, as well as the Contemplation of 
similar ones* preserved in Ancient Craft Ma¬ 
sonry. 



One of the oldest illustrated symbols extantj 
displaying the Square and Compasses; the 
Seven Planets kn&tm to the Ancients; the 
Triangle and Square enclosed in a Circle; 
the Four Cardinal Points; the Point Within 
a Circle; the Winged Globe of the Bgyp - 
tians; and other particulars . 


“The Ancient Mysteries were practised as a 
means of perfecting the soul, of making it know 
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its own dignity* of reminding it of its noble 
origin and immortality, and consequently of its 
relations with the Universe and the Deity*" 

The Commentaries presented here are offered 
as an aid to the new initiates and to students 
of Masonry seeking more light on the Ancient 
ceremonies. 

It must be understood, however, that they are 
not to be considered as an official interpreta¬ 
tion of the rites, ceremonies, signs, emblems, 
symbols and allegories of Freemasonry. Ma¬ 
sonry does not attempt to expound the cotv 
ceaJed cr complex meaning of its symbols* It 
merely displays them, and leaves each member 
free to study, interpret and develop them for 
himself, without attempting to restrict his free¬ 
dom of thought in relation thereto, so long as 
the ancient customs, usages and landmarks are 
preserved- 

Tlie comments set forth represent some of the 
ideas and opinions of eminent Masonic scholars 
on the subjects discussed* 

A large port of the Commentaries are ex¬ 
cerpts from the writings of such illustrious 
savants as Mackey t Pike, Bronx well, Oliver, 
Higgins, Preston, Webb p Tannehill and many 
others. The major part of the work is drawn 
from Mackey’s "Encyclopedia of Free Ma¬ 
son ry, 1 ' interspersed with liberal contributions 
from BromwelTs "Restoration of Masonic Geom¬ 
etry and Symbolism/' Oliver's “Symbol of 
Glory ” and excerpts from the works of many 
other recognized authorities* 

The lectures and monitorial explanations in 
the Manual and the esoteric work sufficiently 
expound the moral significations of the sym¬ 
bols and ceremonies, hence, the Commentaries 
are designed to present the historical and more 
recondite meanings which may be reflected in 
them. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

THE PREPARATION OF THE 
CANDIDATE 

The preparation of the Candidate for initia¬ 
tion in Masonry is entirely symbolic* It varies 
in the different degrees P and therefore the sym¬ 
bolism varies with it. Not being arbitrary and 
unmeaning, but on the contrary conventional 
and full of signification, it cannot be altered, 
abridged or added to in any of its details with¬ 
out foregoing its esoteric design. To it, in its 
fullest extent, every candidate must without 
exception, submit. 

Great care was taken of the personal condi¬ 
tion of every Israelite who entered the temple 
for divine worship. The Talmudic treatise en¬ 
titled Baracoih, which contains instructions as 
to the ritual worship among the Jews, lays 
down the following rules for the preparation 
of ail who visit the Temple: "No man shall go 
into the Temple with his staff, nor with shoes 
on his feet, nor with his outer garment, nor 
with money tied up In hfs purse." 

There are certain ceremonial usages in Free¬ 
masonry which furnish what may be called at 
least very remarkable coincidences with this old 
Jewish custom* 

THE RITE OF DISCALCEATION 

Is the ceremony of taking off the shoes as a 
token of respect whenever we are an* or about 
to approach, holy ground; It ie referred to in 
Exodus III, 5 T where the Angel of the Lord in 
the burning bush exclaims to Moses: "Draw 
not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from off thy 
fe*t; fer the place whereon thou standcst is 
holy ground*" 

It is again mentioned in Joshua V, 15* in the 
following words: "And* the captain of the 
Lord’s host said unto Joshua* 'Loose thy shoe 
from off thy foot; for the place 'whereon thou 
blandest is holy\" And lastly* it is alluded to 
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in the injunction given in Ecclesiastes V, 1, 
*TCeep thy foot when thou groest to the house 
of God.” 

This rite, in fact* always was* and still is, 
used among: the Jews and other Oriental na¬ 
tions when entering their temples and sacred 
edifices. It does not seem to have been de¬ 
rived from the command given to Moses, but 
rather to have existed as a religious custom 
from time immemorial* and to have been borne, 
as Mede supposed, by the Gentiles* through 
tradition from the Patriarchs* 

The direction of Pythagoras to his disciples 
was in these words; "Offer sacrifice and wor¬ 
ship with thy shoes off.” 

Justin Martyr says that those who came to 
worship in the sanctuaries and temples of the 
Gentiles were commanded by their priests to 
put off their shoes. 

Drasus, in his notes on the Booh of Joshua, 
says that among most of the Eastern nations it 
was a pious duty to tread the pavement with 
unshod feet. 

Maim on ides, the great expounder of Jewish 
law* asserts (Beth. Habbochirah CVII) that “It 
was not lawful for a man to come into the 
mountain of God's house with his shoes on his 
feet* or with a staff, or in his working gar¬ 
ments, or with dust on his feet” 

Rabbi Solomon, commenting on the command 
in Leviticus, XIX, 30* <J Ye shall reverence my 
sanctuary*” made the same remark m relation 
to this custom. 

On this subject, Oliver (Hist. Landm., II , 
481)* observes: “Now, the act of going with 
naked feet was always considered a token of 
humility and reverence, and the priests, in 
temple worship, always officiated with feet un¬ 
covered* although it was frequently injurious 
to their health.” 

Mede, quotes Zaga Zaba, an Ethiopian bishop, 
who was ambassador from David* King of 


COMMENTARIES 


173 


Abyssinia, to John III* of Portugal, as saying, 
,r We arc not permitted to enter the church ex¬ 
cept barefooted*” 

The Mohammedans when about to perform 
their devotions always left their slippers at the 
door of the Mosque. The Druids practised the 
same custom whenever they celebrated their 
sacred rites* and the ancient Peruvians are 
said always to have left their shoes at the 
porch when they entered the magnificent tem¬ 
ple consecrated to the worship of the Bun* 

Adam Clark (Comm* on Exodt.), thinks that 
the custom of worshipping the Deity barefooted 
was so general among all nations of antiquity* 
that he assigns it as one of his thirteen proofs 
that the whole human race has been derived 
from one family* 

Finally, Bishop Patrick, speaking of the 
origin of this rite, says in his commentaries, 
“Moses did not give the first beginning to this 
rite, but it was derived from the Patriarchs be* 
forq him, and transmitted to future limes from 
that ancient, general tradition; for we find no 
command in the law of Moses for the priests* 
performing the services of the temple without 
shoes, but it is certain they did so from im¬ 
memorial custom j and so do the Mohammedans 
and other nations at this day/' 

Among llie ancient Israelites the shoe was 
made, use of in several significant ways. To 
put off the shoes imported reverence and was 
done in the presence of God, or on entering 
the dwelling of a superior. To unloose one's 
shoe and give it to another was the way of 
confirming a contract. Thus we read in the 
Book of Ruth that it having been proposed by 
Beaa to the nearest kinsman of Ruth that he 
exercise his legal right by redeeming the land 
of Naomi, which was offered for sale, and 
marry her daughter-in-law*, the kinsman, being 
unable to do so, resigned his right of purchase 
to Boa^ t and the narrative goes on to say fRuth 
IV, 7 and S), "Now this was the manner in 
former time in Israel, concerning redeeming 
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and concerning changing, for to confirm all 
things, a man plucked off his shoe and gave it 
to his neighbor; and this was a testimony in 

Israel.** 

"Therefore, the kinsman said unto Bonz, 'Buy 
it for thee/ bo he drew off his ghee.” The ref¬ 
erence to the shoe in the first degree is there¬ 
fore really as a symbol of a covenant to be 
entered into. In the Third Degree the symbol* 
ism is altogether different. 

THE BLINDFOLD 

Physical blindness in Masonry* as in tlie lan¬ 
guage of tile scriptures, is symbolic of the dep¬ 
rivation of moral and intellectual light. It is 
equivalent to the darkness of the ancient mys¬ 
teries in which the Neophytes were enshrouded 
for periods varying from a few hours to many 
days. The Masonic candidate, therefore* rep¬ 
resents one immersed in intellectual darkness* 
groping in the search for that divine light and 
truth which are the objects of a Mason's labor. 
Darkness has, in all the systems of initiation* 
been deemed a symbol of ignorance* and no op¬ 
posed to light, which is the symbol of knowl¬ 
edge, hence, the rule that the eye should not see 
until the heart had ccrneeived the true nature 
of those beauties which constitute the mys¬ 
teries of the Order. In the ancient mysteries 
the aspirant was always shrouded in darkness 
as a preparatory step to the reception of the 
full light of knowledge. The time of this con¬ 
finement in darkness and solitude varied in the 
different mysteries* Among the Druids of 
Britain the period was nine days and nights. 
In the Grecian mysteries it was three times 
nine days; while among the Persians, according 
to Porphyry* it was extended to the almost in¬ 
credible period of fifty days of darkness, soli¬ 
tude and fasting. 

Because, according to all the Cosmogonies* 
darkness existed before light was created, dark¬ 
ness was originally worshipped as the .first¬ 
born, as the progenitor of day, and the state of 
existence before creation. The apostrophe of 
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Young to night, embodies the feeling which 
gave origin to this worship of darkness: 

"O, majestic night! 

Nature's great ancestor! 

Day's elder born! 

And fated to survive the transient sun! 

But mortals and immortal sec with awc! w 

Freemasonry has restored darkness to its 
proper place, as a state of preparation. It is 
the symbol of that ante-mundane chans, from 
which light issued by Divine command; of the 
state of nonentity before birth, and of igno¬ 
rance before the reception of knowledge. 

Hence* in the ancient mysteries* the release 
of the aspirant from solitude and darkness wan 
called the act of regeneration, and he was said 
to be born again* or to be raised from the dead* 

And, in Masonry* the darkness* which en¬ 
velops the mind of the uninitiated, is removed 
by the effulgence of Masonic light. Masons are 
appropriately called the A ‘Sons of light/* 

In Dr. Oliver's Signs and Symbols * there is a 
lecture "On the mysterious darkness of the 
third degree/* This refers to the ceremony of 
enveloping the room in darkness when that 
degree is conferred, a ceremony once always 
observed* but now, in this country at least, 
frequently* but improperly, omitted- The dark¬ 
ness here is a symbol of death* the lesson 
taught in the degree; white the subsequent re¬ 
newal of light refers to that other and subse¬ 
quent lesson of eternal life 

THE CABLE TOW 

According to the ancient laws of Freema¬ 
sonry* every brother must attend his lodge if 
he is within the. length of his cable-tow. The 
old writers define the length of a cafcic-tuw* 
which they sometimes called "cable's length/' 
to be three miles for an entered apprentice* but 
the expression is really symbolic* and, as it 
was defined in the Baltimore Convention in 
1842, means the scope *if a man’s reasonable 

ability. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

PRAYER 

Freemasonry is an institution having rever¬ 
ence for religion, and hence its regulation in¬ 
culcates the use of prayer, 4< as a proper tribute 
of gratitude/' to borrow the language of Pres¬ 
ton, “to the author of life/ 1 " Hence, it ia :m 
indispensable obligation that a lodge, a chapter, 
or any other Masonic body should be both 
opened and closed with prayer ; and, in the 
lodges working! under the English and American 
systems* the obligation is strictly observed. The 
prayers, used in opening and closing the Lodge 
in this country, differ in language from the 
early formulas found in the Second Edition of 
Preston, and for the alterations we are prob¬ 
ably indebted to Webb. The prayers used in 
the middle, and perhaps the beginning of the 
eighteenth century* are to be found in Preston, 
(Ed. 1775.) 

There is also a prayer at the initiation of the 
candidate which has* at the present day, been 
very slightly varied from the original form. 
This prayer, but in a very different form* is 
much older than Preston, who changed and al¬ 
tered the much longer formula which had been 
used previous to his day. 

The custom of commencing and ending labor 
with prayer was adopted at an early period by 
the operative Freemasons of England. Findel 
(Hist, P, 7S) says* “Their lodges were opened 
at sunrise* the Master taking his station in the 
East and the brethren forming a half circle 
around him. After prayer* each craftsman had 
his daily work pointed out to him and received 
his instructions. At sunset they again assem¬ 
bled ; after labor* prayer was offered and their 
wages paid to them/* We cannot doubt that 
the German stone masons, who were even more 
religiously demonstrative then and since, must 
have observed the same custom. 

As to the posture to be observed in Masonic 
prayer, it may be remarked that* in the lower 
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degrees* the usual posture is standing. At an 
initiation* the candidate kneels, but the breth¬ 
ren stand. In the higher degrees* the usual 
posture is to kneel on the right knee. These* 
at least, are the usages which are generally 
practiced in this country. 

Every candidate, on his initiation, is required 
to declare that his trust is in God; and he who 
denies the existence of a Supreme Being is de¬ 
barred the privilege of initiation, for atheism 
is a disqualification for Masonry. This pious 
principle has distinguished the fraternity from 
the earliest period, and it is a happy coinci¬ 
dence that the company of operative Freema¬ 
sons, noted in 1477* adopted as their motto the 
truly Masonic sentiment, “The Lord is all our 
trust,” 

Masonry neither usurps the place of* nor 
imitates* religion. Prayer is an essential part 
of our ceremonies. It is the aspiration of the 
soul toward the absolute and infinite intelli¬ 
gence, which is the One Supreme Deity. Cer¬ 
tain faculties of man are directed toward the 
unknown* “thought — meditation — prayer. 
Thought, meditation, and prayer are great mys¬ 
terious pointings of the needle* It is a spiritual 
magnetism that thus connects the human soul 
with Deity. These majestic irradiations of the 
soul cast through the shadow toward the light. 
It is but a shallow scoff to say that prayer is 
absurd because it is not for us. by means of it* 
to persuade God to change His plans. Prayer 
is a force. Why should it not be the law of 
God that prayer, like faith and love t should 
have ita effect? To deny the. effect of prayer 
is to deny that of faith, love* and effort. 

CHAPTER THREE 

THE RITE OF 
Cl RCUM AMBULATION 

Circumambulation is the name given by aac- 
red archaeologists to that religious rite* in the 
ancient initiations* which consisted in a formal 





178 


MANUAL OF THE LODGE 




procession around the altar, or other holy and 
consecrated object. 

In ancient Greece, when the priests were en¬ 
gaged in the rite of sacrifice, they and the 
people always walked three times around the 
altar, singing a sacred hymn. In making this 
procession, great care was taken to move in 
imitation of the course of the sun. For this 
purpose* they commenced at the cast, and 
passing on hy way of the south to the wejst, and 
thence by the north, arrived at the cast again, ' 
By this means, as it will be observed, the right- 
hand was always toward the altar. 

This ceremony, the Greeks called moving 
from the right to the right, which was the di¬ 
rection of the motion; and the Romans applied 
to it the term “Dextrovorsum™ or " Dextror- ' 
sum,” which signifies the same thing. 

Thus, Plautus (CurcuL L 70) f makes Polimir- 
iis, a character in his comedy of Curcutio, say: 
“If you would do reverence to the Gods, you 
must turn to the right-hand/’ Gronovius, in 
commenting on this passage of Plautus, says; 
<f In worshipping and praying to the. Gods* they 
were accustomed to turn to the right-hemd” A 
hymn of Callimachus has been preserved which 
is said to have been chanted by the priests of 
Apollo nt Deles, while performing this cere¬ 
mony of circum ambulation, the substance of 
which is; “We. imitate the example of the sun, 
and follow his benevolent course/’ 

Among the Romans, the ceremony of cir- 
cutu ambulation was always used in the rites of 
sacrifice and expiation, or purification. Thus 
Virgil describes Chorinaem as purifying hia 
companions at the funeral of Misenns, hy pass¬ 
ing three times around them, while aspersing 
them with the lustral waters, and, to do so con¬ 
veniently, it was necessary that he should have 
moved with his right hand toward them. 

“Idem ter socios jwtm circum tu lit unda t 
epargens Rare levi et ranio fetich olivae /* 

That is: “Thrice with pure water compassed fee 
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the crew, sprinkling with olive branch the 
gentle dew/ 1 

In fact, so common was it to unite the cere¬ 
mony of circum ambulation with that of exjpio^ 
Hon or purification, that the term lustrare, 
whose primitive meaning is “to purify, came 
at last to be synonymous with circuire * “to 
walk round anything '; lienee purification and 
circiimambulation were often expressed by the 
same w ord. 

Among the Hindus, the same rite of circuiu- 
ambulatioTt has always been practiced. As an 
instance, we may cite the ceremonies which 
are at present performed by a Brahman, upon 
first arising from bed in the morning, an ac¬ 
curate account of which has been given by Mr* 
Coiebrooke, in the 6th volume of Asiatic Re¬ 
searches The priest, having first adored the 
sun, while directing his face to the. e<z$t t walks 
toward the west by the way of the south, say¬ 
ing: *T follow the course of the sint," which 
he thus explains: M As the sun in his course 
moves around the world by way of the south, 
so do I follow that luminary to obtain the 
benefit arising from a journey around the. earth 
by the way of the south/’ 

Lastly, we may refer to the preservation of 
this rite among the Druids, whose ‘"Mystical 
Dance'* among the Cairn, or sacred stones, 
was nothing more nor less than the rito of 
circumamhulation. On these occasions the 
priests always made three circuits from east 
to west by the right hand r around the altar 
of Cairn, accompanied by all of the worship¬ 
pers. And so sacred was the rite once con¬ 
sidered that we learn from Toland (Celt* ReL 
and Learn,, IL XVII.), that in the Scottish 
Isles, once a principal scat of the Druidkal 
religion, the people "‘never came to the ancient 
sacrifices and far hallowed cairns but they 
walked three times around them, from east to 
west, according to the course of the sun/* 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

LIGHT 

Light is an important word in the Masonic 
system. It conveys & far more recondite mean¬ 
ing than it is believed to possess by the gen¬ 
erality of readers. It is, in fact, the first of 
all symbols presented to the Neophyte, and 
continues to be presented to him, in various 
modifications, throughout all his future prog¬ 
ress in his Masonic career. It does not moan, 
as might be supposed, simply truth or wisdom, 
but contains within itself a far more abstruse 
allegation to tho very essence of speculative 
Masonry, and embraces, within its capacious 
signification, all the other symbols of the 
Order. 

Freemasons are. emphatically called the Sons 
of Light, because they are, or at least are 
entitled to be. In possession of the true mean¬ 
ing of the symbol; while the profane or un¬ 
initiated who have not received this knowledge, 
by a parity of expression, are said to be in 
darkness. 

The connection of material light with mental 
illumination was prominently exhibited in all 
the, ancient systems of religion and esoteric 
mysteries. 

Among the Egyptians the hare was the hioro- 
glyphie of eyes that are open, because that 
animal was supposed to have his eyes always 
open. The priests afterwards adopted the hare 
as the symbol of the moral illujnination re¬ 
vealed to the Neophytes in the contemplation of 
the Divine Truth, and hence, according to 
Champollion, it was also the symbol of Osiris 
and principal divinity, and the chief object of 
their mystic rites; thus showing the intimate 
connection that they maintained, in their sym¬ 
bolic language, between the process of initio* 
tion and tho contemplation of Divinity.* On 
this subject a remarkable coincidence has been 
pointed out by M. Portal (Symb. Des. Egypt., 
69 ); in the Hebrew language, the word for 
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“hare” is “arnebet,” which seems to be a com¬ 
pound of Aur — “light” — .and “Nabat 1 ’—“to see.” 
So that the word which, among the Egyptians, 
was used to designate. Initiates, among the He¬ 
brews, meant to see the light. 

If we proceed to an examination of the other 
systems of religion, which were practiced by 
the nations of antiquity, we shall find that 
light always constituted a principal object of 
adoration as the primordial source of knowl¬ 
edge and goodness; and that darkness was 
synonymous with ignorance and evil. Dr. Beard 
(Encyc. Bib. Lit.) attributes this fact of the 
divine origin of light among the eastern na¬ 
tions, to the fact that light in the east has a 
clearness and brilliancy, which is accompanied 
by an intensity of heat, and ia followed in its 
influence by a largeness of good, of which the 
inhabitants of less genial climates have no 
conception. Light easily and naturally became, 
in consequence, with the Orientals, a repre¬ 
sentative of the Highest Good. AH the more 
joyous emotions of the mind, all the pleasing 
sensations of the frame, all the happy hours 
of domestic intercourse, were described as be¬ 
ing derived from light. The. transition was 
natural from earthly to heavenly—from cor¬ 
poreal to spiritual things—so light came to 
typify true religion and the feelings which it 
embodies. As light not only comes from God, 
but also makes man's way clear before him, 
it WOS employed to signify moral truth, and 
preeminently that divine system of truth which 
is set forth in the Bible, from its earliest 
gieamings onward to the perfect day of the 
great sun of righteousness . 

•' As light was thus adored as the source of 
goodness, darkness, which is the negation of 
light, was abhorred as the cause, of evil, and 
hence arose that doctrine, which prevailed 
among the ancients, that there were two an¬ 
tagonistic principles continually contending for 
the government of the world. 

'“Light,” says Duncan (Relig. Prof, Ant. 
187), “is a source, of positive happiness; with,- 
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out it man can barely exist, and since all re¬ 
ligious hope is based on ideas of pleasures and 
pain t and the corresponding sensations of hope 
and fear f it Is not to be wondered that the 
heathen reverenced light. Darkness, on the 
contrary, by replugging nature, as it were, 
into a state of nothingness, and depriving man 
of the pleasant emotions conveyed through the 
organ of sight, was ever held in abhorrence as 
a source of misery and fear . The two opposite 
conditions in which nmn thus found himself 
induced him. to imagine the existence of two 
antagonistic principles to whose dominions he 
was alternately subjected. 

Such was the dogma of Zoroaster, the great 
Persian philosopher who, under the name of 
Orrmtzd and Ahriman* symbolized these two 
principled of light and darkness. Such was 
also the doctrine, though somewhat modified, of 
Manes, the founder of the sect of Mauichefts, 
who describes God, the Father, as ruling over 
the kingdom of light, and contending with the 
powers of darkness, 

Pythagoras also maintained this doctrine of 
two antagonistic principles. lie called the one 
"unity, light, the right-hand, equality , stability, 
and a straight line ; the other binary, darkness, 
the left-hand, inequality * instability, and a 
curved ime. Of the colors, he attributed white 
to the good principle, and black to the evil 
one. 1 * Among the Brahmans it is said, “light 
and darkness are esteemed the world’s eternal 
ways ; he who walketh in the former path re* 
tuincth not, that is, he goeth immediately to 
bliss s whilst he who walketh in the latter com- 
eth back again upon the earth,” 

In fact, in all the, ancient systems, this rever¬ 
ence for light is a symbolic representation of 
the eternal principle of good, predominant in 
the mysteries; and the candidate passed, dur¬ 
ing his initiation, through scenes of utter dark¬ 
ness and at length terminated his trials by an 
admission to the brilliantly illuminated sacel- 
hem , where he was said to have attained pure 
and perfect light, and to have received the 
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necessary instructions w'hich were to invest 
him with that knowledge of Divine Truth, 
which had been the object of all his labors. 

In all time, truth has been hidden under sym¬ 
bols, and often under a succession of allegories, 
where veil after veil had to be penetrated be¬ 
fore the true light was reached, and the essen¬ 
tial truth stood revealed. The human light is 
but jtn imperfect reflection of u ray of the 
infinite and divine light. According to the 
doctrines of Philo, the Supreme Being is a sun 
of light, whose rays, or emanations, pervade 
the universe, and that is the light for which 
all Masonic journeys are in search, and of 
which the sun. and moon in their lodges are 
only emblems, that light and dat-liness, chief 
enemies from the beginning of time, dispute 
with each other the empire of the wrorld, and 
is symbolised by the candidate wandering in 
darkness and being brought to light- The vis¬ 
ible world is said to be the image of the in¬ 
visible world. 

Light was the first divinity worshipped by 
man. To it he owed the brilliant spectacle of 
nature. Its emanations make known to our 
senses the universe which darkness hides from 
our eyes and as it were* give it existence- Dark¬ 
ness, as it were, reduces all nature to nothing¬ 
ness, and almost entirely annihilates man. 
Naturally, therefore, two substances of opposite 
natures were imagined, to each of which the 
world was in turn subjected, one contributing 
to its felicity, and the other to its misfortune; 
light contributed to its enjoyments, darkness 
despoiled it of them; the former w&b its friend, 
the latter its enemy; to one all good was at¬ 
tributed, to the other all evil, and thus the 
words "light" and “good” became synonymous* 
and the words "darkness" and “evil,” it seem¬ 
ing that good and evil could not flow from one 
and the same source, no more than could light 
and darkness. Men naturally imagined two prin¬ 
ciples of different natures, and opposite in their 
effects, one of which shed light and good* and 
the other darkness and evil, on the universe.^ 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

APRON 

There is no one of the symbols of speculative 
Masonry more important in its teachings P or 
more interesting in its history than the lamb¬ 
skin* or white leather apron. Commencing its 
lessons 3t an early period in the Mason's prog¬ 
ress, it is impressed upon his memory ns the 
first gift which he receives, and the first sym¬ 
bol which is explained to hini* in his admission 
into the fraternity* Whatever may he his 
future advancement in the “Royal Art”; into 
whatsoever deep an arcana his devotion to tho 
mystic institution, or his thirst for knowledge 
may subsequently lead him* with the kmb^km 
apron—his first investiture—ho never parts, al¬ 
though changing, perhaps, its form and its 
decorations and conveying at each step some 
new but Still beautiful illumination* its sub- 
stance, is still there, and continues to claim the 
honor title by which it was first made known 
to him on the night of his initiation as the 
badge of a Mason* 

As, in less important portions of our ritual, 
there are abundant allusions to the manner and 
customs of the ancient world* it is not to be 
supposed that the Masonic rite of investiture*— 
tlie ceremony of clothing- the newly initiated 
candidate with this distinctive badge of his 
profession—ia without its archetype in the 
times and practices long passed away. It would 
indeed be strange, white all else in Masonry 
is covered with the veil of antiquity, that the 
apron alone, its most significant symbol* should 
be indebted for its existence to the invention 
of a modern mini 

On die contrary, we shall find the most sat¬ 
isfactory evidence that the use of the. apron, 
or some equivalent mode of investiture, as a 
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mystic symbol* was common to all the nations 
of the earth from the earliest periods* Among 
the Israelites* the girdle formed a part of the 
investiture of priesthood. In the Mysteries of 
Mithras, in Persia* the candidate was invested 
with a white apron* In the initiation practiced 
in Hindustan* the ceremony of investiture, was 
preserved by a cord, called the Sacred Zenna, 
which was substituted for the apron* The Jew¬ 
ish sect of the Essence clothed their novices 
with a white robe. The celebrated traveler. 
Kempfer* informs us that the Japanese, who 
practiced certain rites of initiation, invested 
their candidate with a white apron, bound 
around the loins with a girdle* In the Scan¬ 
dinavian rites, the military genius of the people 
caused them to substitute a white shield, but its 
presentation was accompanied by an emblematic 
instruction, not unlike that which is connected 
with the Mason's apron. * - The apron, M say a 
Dr. Oliver* ^appears to have been in ancient 
limos an honorary badge of distinction. 11 In 
the Jewish economy, none but the superior 
orders of the priesthood were permitted to 
adorn themselves with ornamented girdles, 
which were made of blue, purple and crimson, 
decorated with gold upon a ground of fine 
white linen, whale the inferior priests wore 
only plain white. The Indian, the Persian, 
the Jewish* the Ethiopian, and the Egyptian 
aprons, though equally superb, bore a character 
distinct from each other* Some were plain 
white onea ? others striped with blue, purple 
and crimson; some were of wrought gold* and 
others superbly adorned and decorated. In a 
word* although the principal honor of the 
apron may consist in innocence and purity of 
heart, yet it certainly appears* through nil the 
ages, to have been a most exalted badge of dis¬ 
tinction. In primitive times it was rather an 
ecclesiastical than a civil decoration; although 
in some cases the apron was elevated to great 
superiority, as a national trophy. The royal 
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standard of Persia was Originally an apron i : 
form and dimensions. At this day the apron 
connected with ecclesiastical honors for * ' 
chief dignitaries of the Christian Church, Who¬ 
ever necessary degrees of rank and subordina¬ 
tion are found, they are invented with aprons 
as a peculiar badge of distinction, which is 
collateral proof of the fact that Masonry was, 
perhaps, originally incorporated with the vari¬ 
ous systems of divine worship,, used by every 
people in the ancient world. In the. Masonic 
apron two tilings are necessary to the due 
preservation of its symbolic character, its color, 
and Us material. The color of a Mason's apron 
should bo pure unspotted white. This color is 
esteemed as an emblem of innocence and purity. 
It was with this belief that a portion of the 
vestments of the Jewish priesthood was directed 
to ho white- In the ancient mysteries the can¬ 
didate was always clothed in white. “The 
priests of the Romans/ 1 says Vestus, "were 
accustomed to wearing white garments when 
they sacrificed/* In the Scandinavian rites* it 
lias been seen that the shield presented to the 
candidate was white. From these instances, 
and others that may be cited, we learn that 
white apparel wan anciently used as an emblem 
of purity, and, for this reason, it has been pre¬ 
served in the apron of the Freemason. 

A Mason's apron must be made of latnb-skiiu 
No other substance, such as linen, silk, or 
satin, could be substituted without entirely 
destroying the emblematic character of the 
apron; for the material of the Mason's apron 
constitutes one of the most important symbols 
of his profession. The Lamb has always been 
considered as an appropriate emblem of inno¬ 
cence, and hence we are taught by the ritual, 
irt the first degree, that “by the Lamb-skin the 
Mason is reminded of that purity of heart and 
uprightness of conduct, so essentially necessary 
to his * gaining admission into the Celestial 
Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of 
the Universe forever presides," In addition to 
being an emblem of innocence, and the* dia- 
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tinguished badge of a Mason, it may be readily 
drown that the apron symbolizes other im- 
lOrtant factors connected with the Divine Sci¬ 
ence embodied in the structure of its manifold 
mysteries. 

It is not expected that* in thei scope of these 
commentaries, all the significations of the sym¬ 
bols can be fully discussed. We can only give 
hints which will lead the inquiring mind to 
pursue his researches into the more hidden 
meanings* The. apron is shown, by counties* 
numbers of remains of aniiquity, to have been 
the special badge of priests and initiates in the 
history of ancient religions* From the elab¬ 
orate “serpent” apron of the Egyptian Priest 
of Ammon Ra to the. simple triangular flap of 
the Mayan, of Yucatan ; and the marvelous rep¬ 
resentation of the great and sacred name of 
Jehovah, worn as an apron by the pre-historic 
Guatemalans, there is an imposing array of 
varieties, all of which tell US one and the same 
story of the association of geometric principles 
in connection with its symbolism. 



In the foregoing symbol you will observe that 
the apron, in one of its aspects, contains the 
outlines of the 4Tth., problem of Euclid when 
properly displayed as such. 
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The Masonic apron displacing a vertical 
section of the Great Pyramid of Gizeh, in 
proper degrees. “More ancient than the 
Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle •” 

It must be that the Apron, as a Masonic sym¬ 
bol, embodies some important significance, other 


The ajiron in the center of a geometrical the~ 
ore7n r revealing its relation to the ancient prob¬ 
lem of "squaring a circle/* It is also the key 
solving the relation of the diameter to the 
circumference of a circle •. 
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than the reflection of the moral virtue of 
Innocency, No other Masonic symbol has in¬ 
spired such eulogies* It is the. first gift of the 
Lodge to the Ncophite* No member cm legally 
sit in the Lodge without it, and it accompanies 
the faithful member into the shadows of his 
tomb. It therefore behooves the earnest Mason 
| to search out its concealed significations* 

In some of the Grand Jurisdictions the pres- 
| entail on of the Apron is made in the following 
j words: 

“My brother, in behalf of this Lodge, I now 
present to you this white Lambskin Apron. It 
may be. that, In the coming years, upon your 
brow shall rest the laurel leaves of victory; it 
may be that, pendant from your breast, may 
hang - jewels fit to grace the diadem of some 
eastern potentate. 

“Aye, more than these., for light, added to 
coming light, may enable your ambitious feet 
to tread round after round of the ladder that 
leads to fame* in our Mystic Order; and even 
the purple of our fraternity may rest upon your 
honored shoulders; but never again, from 
mortal hands, never again, until your enfran¬ 
chised spirit shall have passed upward and in¬ 
ward, through the pearly gatea, can a greater 
honor be bestowed, or one more emblematical 
of purity and innocence, than that which has 
Been conferred! upon you tonight. 

“This Apron, the special gift of this Lodge, 

1 is yours to wear upon all proper occasions 
throughout an honorable life, and at your death, 
is to be placed upon the coffin that contains 
your lifeless remains, and with them shall be 
laid beneath the silent clods of the valley. 

“May the pure and spotless surface of this 
Apron be an ever-present reminder of that 
'purity of heart and uprightness of conduct 30 
essentially necessary,' thus keeping pure, your 
thoughts, and inspiring nobler deeds and 
greater achievements 1 

“Then, when at last, your weary feet shall 
have come to the. end of life’s* toilsome journey. 
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and from your nerveless grasp, shall drop, for¬ 
ever the working tools of life, may the record 
of your life and actions be as pure and spot¬ 
less as this Apron now is ; and when your soul, 
freed from earth, shall stand naked and alone 
before the Great White Throne, may it be your 
portion to hoar from Him Who sits thereon, 
the welcome plaudit; ‘Well done* thou good and 
faithful servant! Enter thou into the Joy of 
thy Lord I' " 

CHAPTER SIX 

SIGNS AND TOKENS 

It is evident that every secret association 
must have some conventional mode of dis¬ 
tinguishing strangers from those who are its 
members, and Masonry in this respect, must 
have followed the universal custom of adopting 
such modes of recognition. The Abbe Grand- 
dicr (Essais Histoiiqus et Topgrophiqns, page 
422) says that when Jobsc Dotziuger, as archi¬ 
tect of the Cathedral of Strasburg, founded an 
1452, organised nil the Master Masons in Ger¬ 
many into one body, “He gave them n 'word 
and a. particular sign by which they might rec¬ 
ognize those who were of their confraternity/* 
Martens, who wrote a treatise on the ancient 
rites of the Mends, says that in the. mystery of 
Merschau, where many Masons were incorpo¬ 
rated ns lay brethren, one of the officers was 
called the master of the works, and the Ma¬ 
sons under him had a sign. He also says, and 
other writers confirm the statement* that in 
the middle ages, the Monks had a system of 
signs by which they were enabled to recognize 
the, members of their different orders. So docs 
Apuleins describe the action of one of the de¬ 
votees of the mystery of Isis, and says* 4l IIe 
walked faintly, with a hesitating step, th?;: ankle 
uf the left foot being slightly bent, in order, 
no doubt, that he might afford some sign by 
which he might recognize him.” And in an¬ 
other work, **Apologia™ ho says, “If anyone 
happens to be present who has been initiated 
into the saint rites as myself, if he 
me the sign, he will then be at liberty to hear 
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what it is, that I keep with so much care/ f 
Plautus thus alludes to this custom in one of 
his plays (Miles Gloniosus IV, 42), when, he 
says, “Give me the sign if you are one of the 
Bacchantes.” 

Signs* in fact, belong to all secret associa¬ 
tions, and ure no more peculiar to Masonry 
than is a system of initiation. The fornis 
differ, but the principle has always existed. 

J The word Token is derived from the Anglo- 
Saxon tac&n which means a sign* presage, type 
or representation; that which points out some¬ 
thing; and this is traced to Toecan , to teach,, 
show and instruct, because, by tt tokeli, we' 
show or instruct others as to what we are. 
Bailey, whose dictionary was published soon 
after the revival of Masonry, defines it as a 
jdgn or mark; but it is singular that the word 
is not found in either of the dictionaries of 
Phillips or Blount, which were the most prom¬ 
inent glossaries in the beginning of the 15th 
century. The. word was, however, known to 
the fraternity, and was in use at the time of 
the revival, with precisely the same meaning 
that is now given to it, as a mode of recog¬ 
nition. 

The Hebrew word Oth is frequently u&ed in 
scripture to signify a sign of something passed, 
some covenant made or promise given. Thus 
God said to Noah of the rainbow, “ft shall be 
for a token of a covenant between me and the 
earth,” and to Abraham Ho says of circumci¬ 
sion* "It shall be a token of the covenant be¬ 
twixt me and you*” In Masonry, the grip of 
recognition is called a lohen t because it is an 
outward sign of the covenant of friendship and 
fellowship, entered into between ihe members 
of the fraternity, and is to be considered as a 
memorial of that covenant which was made 
when it was first received by the candidate, 
between him and the Order into which he waa 
then initiated. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

THE NORTHEAST CORNER 

In the notes of Menu, the sacred hook of 
the Brahmans* it is said, "If anyone has an in¬ 
curable disease* let him advance in a straight 
path toward the; invincible 'northeast point/ 
feeding on water and air "til his mortal frame 
totally decays and his soul becomes united with 
the supreme/^ 

It is at the same northeast point* that those 
first instructions are given in Masonry* which 
gnable the true Mason to commence the erection 
of the spiritual temple* in which* after the 
decay of his mortal frame* "his soul becomes 
united with the Supreme*” In the important 
ceremony which refers to the northeast comer 
of the Lodge* the candidate becomes as one 
who is* to all outward appearance, a perfect 
and upright man in Masonry, the representa¬ 
tive of a spiritual cornerstone* on which he is 
to ere£t his future moral and Masonic edifice* 

This symbolic reference to the corner stone 
of a material edifice* when, at his initiation* 
the Mason commences the moral and intellec¬ 
tual task of erecting a spiritual temple, in his 
heart* is designed to impress the idea of ac¬ 
quiring all the qualities that are necessary to 
constitute a "well formed, true and trusty' 1 
corner stone. The squareness of its surface is 
emblematic of moral force. Its cubic form is 
emblematic of firmness and stability of char- 
aetcr—and the peculiar fineness and finish of 
the material is emblematical of virtue and 
holiness; showing that the ceremony* in the 
northeast corner in the lodge, was undoubtedly 
intended to portray* in the consecrated lan¬ 
guage of symbolism, the necessity of integrity 
and stability of conduct; of truthfulness and 
uprightness of character* and of purity and 
holiness of life; which, just at that time* and 
in that place* the candidate was most impress¬ 
ively charged to maintain. 

In Masonic symbolism the cornerstone sig¬ 
nifies a true Mason* and is the first character 
which the apprentice is made to represent after 
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his initiation has been completed* As every 
Mason fully understands, the corner stone is 
the stone which lays at the corner of two walls* 
and forms the corner of the foundation of an 
edifice*. It is the foundation on which the 
entire structure is supposed tu rest. It is con¬ 
sidered by operative Masons as the most im¬ 
portant stone in the edifice- It is laid with 
impressive ceremonies arid* to r this purpose* 
Freemasonry has provided a special ritual* 
which aids in the proper performance of that 
duty- 

Among the ancients, the cornerstone of im¬ 
portant edifices was laid with impressive cere¬ 
monies, and these are well described by Tacitus, 
in the history of the rebuilding of the capital* 
after telling of the preliminary ceremonies* 
which consisted in n procession of vestals, who* 
with chaplets of flowers, encompassed the 
ground and consecrated it by libations of living 
water. He adds that* after solemn prayer* 
He!vidius, to whom the care of rebuilding the 
capital had been committed* laid his hand upon 
the fillets that adorned the foundation stone 
and also the cords by which it was to bo 
drawn to its place. At that instant* the magis¬ 
trates* the priests* the. Romans* knights and a 
number of citizens* all acting with one effort 
and general demonstration of joy, laid hold of 
the ropes and dragged the ponderous load to 
its destined spot* They then threw in ingots 
of gold and silver and other metals which had 
never been melted in the furnace, and still un¬ 
touched by human, art* and in fheir first form 
as they came from the bowels of the earth. 
The symbolism of the corner-stone* when duly 
laid with (Masonic rites, is full of significance* 
which refers to its form* its seat* its perma¬ 
nence, and its consecration. 

As to its form* it should be perfectly square 
on its surface, and in its solid contents* a cube. 
Now, the square is the symbol of morality* 
and the cube, of truth. In its situation, it lies 
between the north* the place of darkness, and 
the east* the place of light* and hence, this 
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position symbolizes the Masonic progress from 
darkness to light, and from ignorance to knowl¬ 
edge* The permanence and durability of the 
corner-stone* which lasts long after the build¬ 
ing, in whose foundation it was placed, has 
fallen into decay, is intended to remind the 
Mason that when this earthly house of his 
tabernacle shall have passed away, ho has 
within, a full foundation of eternal life* a 
corner stone of immortality, an emanation from 
that divine spirit which pervades all nature, 
and which therefore must survive the two and 
rise, triumphant and eternal, above the decay¬ 
ing dust of death and the grave* The stone* 
when deposited in its appropriate place* is 
carefully examined with the necessary imple¬ 
ments of operative masonry, the square, the 
level and the plumb,—all symbolic in meaning 
—and is then declared to be f VeB formed, true 
and trusty*" Thus the Mason is (aught that 
his virtues are to be tested by temptation and 
trial, by suffering and adversity, before they 
can be pronounced, by 1 the Master Builder of 
souls, to be materials worthy of the spiritual 
building of eternal life* fitted* “as like s 
stone,” for that house not made with hands, 
eternal in the Heavens* And, lastly, in the 
ceremony of depositing the corner-stone, the 
elements of Masonic consecration are produced, 
and the stone is solemnly get apart by pouring 
corn* wine and oil upon its surface, emblematic 
of the nourishment and refreshment and joy, 
which are to be the rewards of the faithful 
performance of duty. 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

THE 24-INCH GAUGE AND GAVEL 

In England the chisel is also given as one of 
the working tools of a Mason. It is explained 
as being “to further smooth and prepare the 
stone and render it fit for the hands of the 
more expert workmen." But to the French and 
American Masons the chisel points out to us 
the advantages of education, by which means 
alone, wo are rendered fit members for reg¬ 
ularly organized society. 
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ffrnuZatton Working (pages 25-7) * gives the 
same tools and the following beautiful explana¬ 
tion: “From the 24-inch gauge we derive a 
maximum of daily admonition and instruction; 
for, as it is divided into 24 parts* it recalls to 
our mind the division of the day into 24 parts, 
and directs us to appropriate them to their 
proper objects, namely, prayer, labor, refresh¬ 
ment, and sleep*" “From the common gavel 
we learn that skill, without exertion, is of 
little avail—that labor is the lot of man* for 
the heart may conceive and the head devise in 
vain* if the hand be not prompt to execute the 
design." 

“From the chisel wc learn that perseverance 
is necessary to establish perfection; that the 
rude material receives its fane polish but from 
repeated efforts alone; that nothing short of 
indefatigable exertion can induce the habit of 
virtue; enlighten the mind and render the soul 
pure." 

Prom the whole we deduce this moral: “That 
knowledge, grounded on accuracy, aided by 
labor, and prompted by perseverance, will fi¬ 
nally overcome all difficulties* raise ignorance 
from despair* and establish happiness in the 
paths of science." 

The presentation of the working tools of a 
stone mason to the candidate necessarily at¬ 
tracts his attention to the fact that there was 
a common connection between the Operative 
Art and the Speculative Science* The connec¬ 
tion simply consists in this* that Speculative 
Masonry, in one of its aspects, is the applica¬ 
tion of the working tools and implements* and 
the rules and principals of Operative Masonry, 
to the veneration of God, and to the purifica¬ 
tion of the heart. 

The Operative Masons at Jerusalem, from 
whom, tradition informs us* we date our origin, 
were occupied in the construction of an earthly 
and material temple to be dedicated to the 
service and worship of God—a house in which 
the mighty Jehovah was to dwell visibly by his 
Shekindh, and whence* he was, by Urim and 
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Thummm* to send forth hb oracles for the gov¬ 
ernment and direction of his chosen people. 
The Sp&culative Mason is engaged in the con¬ 
struction of a spiritual temple in hb heart, 
pure and spotless* fit for the dwelling place of 
Him* Who is the author of purity; where God 
is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth; and 
whence every evil thought and unruly passion 
are to be banished* In the symbolic language 
of Masonry* therefore, the 24-inch gauge is a 
symbol of time well employed; the common 
gavel, of the purification of the hear!. 

In the Ancient Mysteries the first step taken 
by the candidate was a lustration, or purifica¬ 
tion. The candidate was not permitted to enter 
the sacred vestibule, or to take any part in the 
secret formula of initiation, until by water or 
fire he was emblematically purified from the 
corruptions of the world, which he was about 
to leave behind. A similar plan exists in Free¬ 
masonry, where the first symbols presented to 
the Apprentice are those 'which inculcate a 
purification ©f the heart, of which the purifica¬ 
tion ©f the body in the Ancient Mysteries, was 
symbolic. We no longer make use of the «ere- 
monial bath or the fountain, because in our 
philosophical system the symbolism is more ab¬ 
stract; but we present the candidate with the 
apron* the gauge, and the gavel T as symbols of 
a spiritual purification. The design is the same, 
hut the mode in which it is accomplished is 
different. The true form of the gavel is that 
of the atone masons' hammer. It is to be 
made with a cutting edge, as in the illustration 
shorn in the Manual, that it may be used 
break off the comer of rough atones/' an 
operation which could never be effected by the 
common hammer or mallet. The* gavel, thus 
shaped, will give, when looking at it in front* 
the exact representation of the gavel or gable 
end of a house, whence the name seems to have 
been derived, and this word comes from the 
German gipfel ,—a summit, top or peak,—the 
idea of a pointed extremity being common to 
all. The gavel of the master is also called 
Hiram „ because, like that architect, it governs 
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Lb craft, and keeps order in the Lodge, as he 
did in the Temple. 

CHAPTER NINE 

THE TEMPLE 

\Fhoever might be able to ascertain the par¬ 
ticulars, all and each, of King Solomon's Tem¬ 
ple, would doubtless gain a deeper insight into 
the mystic or symbolic science cultivated by the 
(earned among the ancients, in many different 
forms, than could be gathered from a knowl¬ 
edge of any other ancient structure- Should 
we compare the sacred writings of the He¬ 
brews, at, and prior to the time of Solomon* 
w ith those of any other people of the ancient 
world—their more elevated ideas, in many re¬ 
spects, concerning the Supremo Being—the 
character and extent of the Divine order of the 
universe—the responsibility of man to the su¬ 
preme power, and the nature of liis duties to¬ 
ward God and his fellow's, and particularly the 
conception of right eousn&ss, and holiness — 
which the best of their teachers ascribed to 
Ihe Deity* we might reasonably bdiove that 
among them* notwithstanding the barbarity, 
which in some particulars appears in their ncU 
imd utterances, could be found a deeper un¬ 
derstanding and more adequate conception of 
the correspondences of corporeal and spiritual 
order, than among any, if not all* of the other 
nations of the world. 

These conceptions would naturally lead them 
to the cultivation of some system of symbology* 
utich as those which gave form to the national 
fir race worships, which had been evolved in all 
countries during unknown ages, and which 
gave both solemnity and importance to religious 
sites, and enhanced their effect on the, minds 
of the people. 

It is not to be wondered, therefore, that King 
David, or King Salomon, should have ardently 
desired to construct at Jerusalem, a Temple, in 
which the people of Israel might he gathered 
together for the worship of Jehovah, according 
!o the solemn and imposing ritual which- the 
priesthood had wrought up tc its highest per- 
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lection,, nor yet, that such a structure should 
have been intended to exhibit in all its parts; 
a complete embodiment of that symbolic scicm 
and art which was an object of the greater 
interest to the priestly orders of all civilizi 
nations, and which the architects and skill 
builders of all countries esteemed as the most 
excellent accomplishment to which they might 
attain. 

it is not difficult to understand why that 
Tc.inp!e, so constructed, and under such cir| 
cumstances, should have become, the theme of 
tradition and given rise to countless allegorii 
and fables in many lands, and why the fra¬ 
ternities of builders of all countries sho 
come to locate within its courts and chamber; 
the scenes of the most in teres ting legends ca 
coming - their craft* 

As to the main features of the Temple, it 
may bo deemed sufficiently established that it 
was built in the form of a grand outer court, 
not less in extent, each way, than 590 cubits a 
that within this was another grand court, anj 
within thh a third, near the center of which 
stood the "House of the Lord,” containing thi 
Holy place and Holy of Holies, with the iar 
building enclosing them. Each exterior emi 
rises above the next outer, until the inmost ani 
highest was on a level with the summit of tb 
hill; further, that each court was formed b; 
magnificent buildings facing outward and in* 
ward on all four sides of the court, and thal 
there was an ascent from each lower to thi 
next higher and inner court in the form of i 
grand ramp. 

The Temple stood on Mount Moriah, one o| 
th$ eminences of the ridge w hich was known mi 
Mount Zion, and was originally the proper! 
of Oman th& Jchusite, who used it as a thresl 
ing floor, and from whom it was purchased bj 
David for the purpose of erecting an altar. Thi 
Temple retained its original splendor for onlj 
33 years. In the year of the world 3033, Shis 
hak, King of Egypt, having made war 6 upoi 
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ReiiGboam, King of Judahs took Jerusalem and 
carried away the choicest treasures. From that 
time to the period of its final destruction * (he 
history of the Temple is but a history of alter* 
nate spoliations and repairs, of profanations to 
idolatry and subsequent restorations to the 
purity of worship. 

One hundred and thirteen years after the 
conquest of Shishak, Jo ash t King- of Judah, col¬ 
lected silver for the repairs of the Temple and 
restored it to its former condition in the year 
of the world. 3148* In the year 3264, Aluz, 
King of Judah, robbed the Temple of its riches, 
and gave them to Tiglath-Pileser, King of 
Assyria, who had united with hitn in a war 
against the Kings of Israel and Damascus. 
Ahaz also profaned the Temple by the worship 
of idols. In 327 G Hezekiah, the son and suc¬ 
cessor of Ahaz, repaired the portions of the 
Temple which his father had destroyed, and 
restored the pure worship. But fifteen years 
after, he was compelled to give the treasures 
of the Temple, as a ransom, to Sennacherib, 
King of Assyria, who had invaded the land 
of Judah: but Hezekiah is supposed to have 
restored the Temple after his enemies had re¬ 
tired* Manassehj the son and successor of 
Hezekiah, fell away to the worship of Sabian- 
ism, and desecrated the Temple, in 3306, by 
setting up altars to the Host of Heaven. 
Manesseh was then conquered by the King of 
Babylon, who in 3328 carried him beyond the 
Euphrates; but subsequently, repenting of his 
sins, he was released from captivity, and hav~ 
ing returned to Jerusalem, destroyed the idols, 
and restored the altar of burnt offerings* In 
S380* lesiahi who was then King of Judah, 
devoted his efforts to the repairs of the Temple, 
portions of which had been demolished or 
neglected by his predecessors, and replaced the 
Ark in the sanctuary. In 3398, in the reign 
of Jehoiaktm, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Chal¬ 
dea, carried a part of the sacred vessels to 
Babylon,* Seven years afterwards* in the reign 
of Jechoniah, he took away another portion; 
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and finally, in 3416, in the eleventh year of the 
reign of Zcdekiah, he took the city of Jeru¬ 
salem, and entirely destroyed the Temple, and 
carried many of the inhabitants captive to 
Babylon, The Temple was originally built on 
a very hard rock, encompassed with frightful 
precipices. The foundations were laid very- 
deep, with immense labor and expense- It 
was surrounded with a wall of great height, 
exceeding in the lowest part 456 feet, con* 
Etmcted entirely of white marble* 

The Temple was small in size, for its length 
was but 90 feet, or ? including the porch, 120 
feet, and its width but 30 feci- It was its 
outer courts, its numerous terraces, and the- 
magnificence of its external and internal dec¬ 
orations, together with its elevated position 
above the surrounding structures, which pro¬ 
duced that splendor of appearance that at¬ 
tracted the admiration of all who beheld it. and 
gives color, or probability, to the legend that 
tells us how the Queen of Sheba, when It first 
broke upon her view, exclaimed in admira¬ 
tion, fi A most excellent Master must have done 
this,** The Temple itself, consisting of the 
porch, the sanctuary, and the Holy of Holies, 
was but a small part of the edifice on Mount 
Moriah. It was gurraonded with spacious 
courts, and the whole structure occupied at 
least half of a mile in circumference. Upon 
passing through the outer wall one came to 
the first court, called the Court of the Gen* 
tiles, because the Gentiles were admitted into 
it, but were prohibited from passing farther. 
It was surrounded by a range of porticos or 
cloisters, about which were galleries or apart* 
ments, supported by pillars of white marble* 

Passing through the court of the, Gentiles, 
one entered the Court of the Children of Is¬ 
rael, which was separated by a low stone 
wall, and an ascent of fifteen steps, where 
the Jews were In the habit of resorting daily, 
for the purpose of prayer. 

Within the court of the Israelites, being sep¬ 
arated from it by a low wall, was the court 
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of the priests. In the center of this court was 
the altar of burnt-offerings* to which the peo¬ 
ple brought their oblations and sacrifices* but 
none but the priests were permitted to enter it, 

Frosn this court twelve steps ascended to tfie | 
Temple, strictly so-called, which, as already 
pointed out, was divided into three parts, the 
Torch, the Sanctuary and the Holy of Holies, 

The Porch of the Temple was twenty cubits 
in length, and the same in breadth* At ita 
entrance was a gate made entirely of Corinthi¬ 
an brass, the most precious metal known to 
the ancients. Beside this gate there were two 
pillars, Jackin and Boas t which had been con¬ 
structed by Biram Abtf* the architect whom the 
king of Tyre had sent to Solomon* From the 
Porch one entered the Sanctuary by a portal* 
which, instead of folding doors, was furnished \ 
with a magnificent veil of many colors, which 
represented the universe. The breadth of tho; 
sanctuary vras twenty cubits, and its length? 
forty, or just twice that of cither the Porch or 
the Holy of Holies, The Holy of Holies, or in¬ 
nermost chamber, was separated from the sanc¬ 
tuary with veila of blue* purple and scarlet, 
spun from the finest linen. The size of th« 
Holy of Holies was the same as that of the 
Porch, namely twenty cubits square. It con-; 
tained the Ark of the Covenant which had been 
transferred into it from the Tabernacle, with 
its overshadowing Cherubim and its Mercy Seat*, 
into the most sacred place, the High Priest 
alone could enter* and then only once a year* 
on the, day of Atonement. The Temple, thus 
constructed* must have been one of the most 
magnificent structures of the ancient world.; 
For its erection, David had collected more than 
4*000 millions of dollars, iS3*30G men were for 
seven years engaged in building it, and after 
its completion, it was dedicated hy Solomon 
with solemn prayer* and seven days of feast¬ 
ing. during which* a peace offering of 20,000 
oxen ant! six times that number of sheep was 
made, to consume which* the. Holy fire carae 


down from Heaven; according to details re¬ 
corded in the Bible* 

In Masonry, the Temple of Solomon has 
idayed a most Important part. A large por¬ 
tion of the symbolism of Freemasonry rests 
upon, or is derived from, the "House, of the 
at Jerusalem. To the Masons of this 
day* the Temple* and the manner of its con¬ 
struction, and its furnishings, constitute a mag¬ 
nificent allegory, concealing the profound phil- 
■iKOphy connected with the rites of Initiation. 

The Temple of Solomon presented a symbolic 
Image of the Universe* and resembled in its 
arrangements and furniture* all the Temples 
nf the ancient nations that practiced the Mys¬ 
teries. The Holy of Holies of the Temple 
funned n cube* in whidh* drawn on a plain sur* 
face, there- are four* plus three, plus two, 
which equal nine lines, visible: and three sides 
or faces. It corresponded with the number 
fimr f upon which the ancients presented nature * 
It being the number of substances of corporeal 
forms; and of the elements* earth, water* air 
mid fire; the four cardinal points and seasons; 
mid the four secondary colors. The number 
three everywhere represented the Supreme Be¬ 
ing. Hence the name of the Deity, engraven 
li lion the triangular plate and that sunken into 
I he cube of agate* taught the ancient Masons, 
and teaches us* that the true knowledge of 
God, His nature and fils attributes, are written 
by Him upon the leaves of the great book of 
lUniversal Nature* and may be read there hy 
nil who ore endowed with the requisite amount 
of insight and intelligence* Within the Temple, 
nil the elements were mystically and symboli- 
4 ally connected with the same system. The vault 
or ceiling, starred like the firmament* was 
supported by twelve columns* representing the 
twelve months of the year. The border that 
inn around the. columns represented the zodiac* 
mid one of the twelve celestial signs was ap¬ 
propriated to each column*. The Brazen Sea 
was supported by twelve oxen, three looking 
to each cardinal point of the compass. " The 
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arrangement of the Temple of Solomon, the 
symbolic ornaments which formed its chief 
decorations, and the dress of the High Priest- 
all, as St Clement of Alexandria, Josephus, and 
Philo state, had reference to the Order of the 
world, Clement informs us that the Temple 
contained many emblems of the seasons: the 
sun; the moon; the planets; the constellation! 
Ursa Major, and Minor; the Zodiac; the Ele* 
meats and other parts of the world* Josephus, 
in his description of the Hfgh Priests* vest¬ 
ments, declares that in the construction of the 
Tabernacle, (of which the Temple was an 
elaborated model)* in the vestments of the sac¬ 
rifices and in the. sacred vessels, the whole 
world was in some sort represented- The twelve 
loaves of Shew-bread signify the twelve months 
of the year* The candle stick represented the 
twelve signa t through which the seven planets 
run their courses; and the seven lights r those 
planets; the veils of four colors, represented 
the four elements; the tunic of the High Priest, 
the earth ; the hyacinth, nearly blue, the 
heavens; the Ephod of four colors, the hall of 
nature; the gold, light ; the twelve prceifF 
stones of the Breastplate represented the tivel 
months of the year and the twelve signs of t 
zodiac* Even the loaves of Shew-bread on the 
Table were arranged in two groups of six* ij 
the zodiacal signs above and below the Equate 
St. Clement of Alexandria says the candlq sti 
with seven branches represented the sew 
planets, like which the seven branches were ar¬ 
ranged and regulated, preserving that propor¬ 
tion and system of harmony of which the su: 
was the centos and connection* They were so 
arranged, Bays Philo* by three’s, like the 
planets above and those below the sun. The 
old Temple was an abridged image of the Uni] 
verse* There were candle sticks with four 
branches, symbol of the elements, and the sc 
sons; with twelve, symbol of the twelve signr 
of the zodiac; and even with 560, the lutmb 
of days in the year, without the sup pie men tar: 
days* The hemispherical Brazen Sea suppor 
by four groups of bulls, of threes each, looking 
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to the four cardinal points of the compass, rep¬ 
resented that sign of the zodiac named Taurus, 
in which the sun rose at the vernal equinox, at 
that period of time in the worlds history* How 
completely the Temple of Solomon was sym¬ 
bolic is manifested not only by the continual 
reproduction in it of the sacred numbers and 
other significant symbols, but also, and yet 
ntora, from the details of the heavenly Temple 
described by Ezekiel In his vision* The descrip¬ 
tion of the Temple in the Apocalypse of St. 
John completes the demon st rat ion, and shows 
the Kabalistic meaning of them ail. 

But there is still a loftier symbolism con¬ 
nected with the Temple of Solomon. It was 
constructed without the sound of “hammei, 
axe, or any too! of iron heard in the house, 
while ft was in building/ 1 In this respect it is 
an apt symbol of the processes of the growth 
and unfoldment of the soul, in the building of 
which there is no sound of working tools of 
metal. 

This idea was exemplified by the Author, in 
an address entitled the "Lost Word/* delivered 
before, the Grand Lodge of Texas twenty-three 
years ago, while serving as Grand Orator* The 
full text of the address ig published in the Pro¬ 
ceedings of 1911, p, 97* As a fitting close to 
the symbolism of the Temple, I take the liberty 
of quoting the closing portion of that address; 

"Our ancient Grand Masters have given ns a 
fitting symbol of this great work. They con¬ 
structed a Temple which shall forever be asso¬ 
ciated with the worship of the one true and 
Jiving God. 

"From the brow of Mount Moriah on which 
the structure arose* they have touched for good 
aJI succeeding lime. The sound of the axes in 
the forest of Lebanon, and of the chisels and 
mallets in the quarries of Baradotha, have been 
transmuted into the music of humanity* and 
the polished stones of white marble which they 
builded into the walls, but typify the living 
stones of that mighty, invisible, spiritual Tem- 
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pie, which is slowly rising in the earth, and 
shall stand at last eternal in the Heavens. 

“The Temple of Solomon was but a visible 
symbol of a loftier Temple, a grander Temple 
which time can never bronze over with years 
and cm which destruction's besom shall heat in 
vain—the. Temple of the Soul—the shrine of an 
Infinite Deity, the Temple of an Indwelling: 
God. 

“The Temple erected by Solomon was the 
wonder of its time. In order to provide space 
enough on which to erect it, the huge mass of 
Mount Moriah was enclosed in a wall spring¬ 
ing- from the valley below, and rising higher 
than our loftiest spires. The crest was then 
cut down and the space fitted in, and on that 
mighty pedestal the structure arose,, Within 
were three paved courts, one rising above an¬ 
other, and each separated from the other by 
marble walls or balustrades and approached 
only by great gates, famous throughout the 
world for their magnificence. Over all, in the 
central space, stood the, sanctuary built of 
blocks of white unblemished marble, rising 
from a level higher than the highest court, and 
surmounted by a roof overlaid with burnished 
gold, and flashing- with golden spikes, tile glory 
and crown of the whole terraced structure. 
There it Blood, flashing, regal in the sunlight, 
dazzling the eyes of all who looked upon it— 
the greatest and most material achievement in 
the history of Israel* 

“Bat stately and magnificent as it was. it 
but symbolized a grander and more wondrous 
Temple—the Temple of the Human Suul~a 
sutilimcr creation than ever arose on earth— 
a higher expression of creative skill, not only 
than the Temple of Solomon t but also than the 
temple of the material universe. 

'“The soul possesses more resources of design; 
more intricate and wonderful harmonies are 
displayed in it, than in the inlc.r-play of suns 
and systems, Orion, sculptured an Sight on the 
black walls of space* fades into a mere firefly 


COMMENTARIES 


207 


pageant when compared to this matchless Tem¬ 
ple which sprung from the Soul of the Infinite, 
is robed with His Own Beauty and Majesty, 
and endowed with Ilia Own Immortality. 

“Not only is this Temple grander in structure 
and subttmer in outline than the Temple built 
by Solomon, but it transcends it in its nature* 
The Temple of Solomon had to stand as he 
built it It could not enlarge itself; it could 
not enhance the stately ornamentation with 
which be had beautified it; it could not lift 
Ma mighty roof to the sky, and when its inaa- 
sive walla and polished pillars began to yield 
to the touch of time? it could not repair its 
wastes* or fill in its losses; but the living 
Temple of the soul docs all this. It enlarges 
its sweep and sway, and even builds the im¬ 
perfect work of the past into statelier achieve¬ 
ments of the future. 

“But do you think we have yet seen its high¬ 
est achievements and its qualities robed in. 
their brightest glory? 

“Why, we have just begun to mount the 
fileps of the portico of this Temple, and to catch 
dim visions of the transcendent glories within. 

^Language is of far too small a compass to 
voice its divinest harmonies, and Only when 
transported from the imperfections of earth, 
we shall stand amid the circumstance and 
scenery* potent to awaken its latent suscepti¬ 
bilities, shall we ever know the slumbering, yet 
wondrous powers and capacities of the human 
Mini. 

“The Temple of King Solomon, however 
ntntely, imposing and magnificent, was a tern- 
pie built with hands* and, therefore, built only 
for time. Though built of cedar and stone, 
mL iver and gold: though the shrine was glorified 
with rich and cosily elaborations, though it 
flashed like a constellation of precious stones 
In the Oriental sunlight, though it was the cen¬ 
ter of a nation's unity and the symbol of a na- 
tion's power—where is it now ? Not one stone 
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is left standing upon another. There was some¬ 
thing sad and mournful in the successive rev- 
elations uncovered by the engineers of the 
'Palestine Exploration Fund/ when sinking 
shafts and opening galleries along the walls of 
the ancient Temple of Jerusalem, As they 
went down they came upon the remains of 
masonry, indicating the successive epochs of 
rebuilding, and just as clearly the successive 
epochs of destruction* which had overtaken it* 

“They came, first, upon the ruins of the 
work which was done three or four centuries 
ago by the Sultan Suleiman. Lower down they 
came, upon the ruins of the constructive work 
which was ordered by Justinian. Deeper down 
and upon a lower historic strata they came 
upon the ruins of the work of the age of 
Herod the Great* Still deeper down they came 
upon the original foundations of King Solo- 
moa's Temple, full seventy feet below the sur¬ 
face and resting upon the rocky slopes of 
Mount Moriah, and in the lowest angle of the 
Temple area they found the original corner¬ 
stone untarnished by time, unstained by mould, 
the same stone that Isaiah the Prophet was 
probably looking upon, or at least had in mind, j 
when he uttered the great words, ‘Behold, I 
lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone* a tried 
stone* a precious cornerstone/ 

“Thus from the bottom upward raay be traced 
the footprints of destruction as, age after age* 
it leveled those successive temples to the dust. 

“But the Temple which that ancient and 
gorgeous structure but symbolizes, shall never 
be overtaken by destruction* but shall advance 
on in widening power, and increasing beauty 
and glory forever, 

“The soul is immortal and therefore can ] 
never die. The longer it lives the intenser it j 
lives. ^ It is an ever-growing, ever-expanding I 
temple —a living temple which, when at last it 
shall thrust aside this mortal scaffolding* shall j 
mount upward forever. 
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“Think of a year of spiritual building in 
Paradise, what grace and beauty will it bring 
to the temple of character. But think of a 
thousand years! Think of ten thousand years! 
Think of the difference between a spiritual 
temple garnished and beautified by ten mil* 
lertiums of celestial construction as compared 
to a temple just laying its foundations and be- 
gi rifling to uprear its walls in this brief scene 
af temple building which we rail human life, 

“Contemplate the human soul mounting up 
amid the circumstance and scenery of Eternal 
Being! The intellect forever expanding with 
richer, and yet richer, ingathering of knowl- 
edge; wiser yet wiser, happier, and yet hap¬ 
pier, holier, and yet holier; now' towering 
beyond the reach of the Archangel! now mount¬ 
ing into those supernal atmospheres that bum 
with the footsteps of the seraphim! Onward 
find upward and Godwaid forever! Oh, glorious 
Temple, worthy of the conception and handi¬ 
work of God! Forever shall thou stand; thy 
windows flooded with the glory of an uncre- 
uled day; thy altars fragrant with the incense 
of fraternal love and jdy? while, beneath thy 
translucent dome, shall roll and reverberate 
forever, the transcendent anthems and har¬ 
monies, which, flashing with living light,* shall 
ever and still ever uncover and reveal the 
hitherto unsuspected glories that lie hidden in 
the mighty name and nature of God.” 

CHAPTER TEN 

HIGHEST HILLS AND LOWEST 
VALLEYS 

Dr. Oliver (Landau S19) says: “Among other 
observances which were common in the early 
history of Masonry, we find the practices of 
performing commemorative rights ora the high¬ 
est of hills and in the lowest of valleys. This 
practice was in high esteem amongst ail the 
inhabitants of the ancient world* from a fixed 
persuasion that the summit of mountains made 
u nearer approach to the celestial Deities? and 
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the valley, or holy cavern, to the infernal and 
submarine gods than tho level country; and 
that, therefore, the prayers of mortals, were 
iitiore likely to be heard in such situations." 
Hutchinson also says, “The highest hills and 
the lowest valleys were, from the earliest times, 
esteemed sacred, and it was supposed that the 
spirit of God was peculiarly diffusive in those 
places." 

There is, however, a more important sym- < 
holism connected with worship, or the per¬ 
formance of sacred mystical rites, on the high¬ 
est hills or mountain peaks. In practically 
every instance, all the visions experienced by 
notable characters in the sacred writing's oc¬ 
curred on lofty places, which, bj 1, some, is 
thought to symbolize the elevation of con¬ 
sciousness, above the physical plane to higher 
realms of vision, in which all supernal visions 
are said to take place. 

The Greeks and most other nations wor¬ 
shipped their gods on the tops of high mouro.-] 
tains- Strabo observes that the Persians had 
neither images nor altars, but only sacrificed 
to the gods on some high place . The nations 
which lived near Judah also sacrificed on the 
tops of mountains, Balak, King of Moab, di¬ 
rected Balaam to the top of Bahai and other 
mountains, to sacrifice to the gods and curse 
Israel from thence. The same custom is at¬ 
tested in almost innumerable places in the 
sacred scriptures. Abraham was commanded 
by God to offer up Isaac, his son, for burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains in the land 
of Moriah, On the same mountain, and pro- j 
sum ably Ihe same spot, Solomon, by God’s ap¬ 
pointment, erected a Temple according to the 
model of the Tabernacle* which Moses, fur 
divine instruction, built in the wilderness. In 
succeeding ages the temples were often built on 
the summits of mountains, thus it is observed 
of the Trojan temples* in which Hector is sup¬ 
posed to have sacrificed- ami both at Athens 
and Rome the most sacred temples stood on 
the most eminent parts of the city. 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 

THE FORM OF THE SYMBOLIC 
LODGE 

The form of the Lodge should be that of a 
parallelogram, or oblong square, at least double 
in length from east to west, than the width 
between north and south. There should be two 
entrances to the room, which should be sit¬ 
uated in the west and on each side of the 
Senior Warden’s Station. The one on his 
right hand is for the introduction of visitors 
and members, and leads from the Tiler's room* 
The one on his left hand, from the prepara¬ 
tion room, ia known as the inner door and ia 
sometimes called the “northwest door*" The 
Lodge should always, if possible, be situated 
due east and west. This position is not abso¬ 
lutely necessary; and yet It is necessary, so 
far as to demand that some sacrifice should be 
made to obtain so desirable a position, if pos¬ 
sible. It should also be isolated, when prac¬ 
ticable, from all surrounding buildings, and 
should always be placed in an upper story. No 
Lodge should ever he h^ld on the ground floor. 
All of the major temples of the, world were sit¬ 
uated with the front towards the east, as ap- 
ears from the Temples of the Assyrian Goddess 
^ucian; the Temple of Memphis, built by the 
King of Egypt; that of Vulcan, also erected 
by an Egyptian king; the great Grecian tern- 
ides; the Temples of the Incas in Peru; aa 
well as King Solomon's Temple* 

The conformity of the Symbolic Lodge to the 
Hurface of the earth is not to the round or 
globular form thereof, as it exists in fact, for 
that is impracticable, but to the. form and sit¬ 
uation of parts, and the lines of the great and 
Jess circles, and the poles which belong to the 
globe, all reduced to a level or flat surface, 
through the center of the earth, by a certain 
projection of the sphere an a plane. The pro¬ 
jection is accomplished by taking the dimension 
from east to west, on the equator as a com¬ 
plete circle of 360 degrees, while the dimension 
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between the north and south is a half circle or 
180 degrees, therefore the form of the ground]: 
floor must be two in length to one in breadth. 
(For further discussion sec pages 22S, 229, 230, 
235, 245, and 245.) 

CHAPTER TWELVE 


WISDOM, STRENGTH AND 
BEAUTY 

In Ancient Craft Masonry, Wisdom is sym* 
bolized by the East, the place of Light, it 
being represented by the pilJar that there sup¬ 
ports the Lodge, and by the Worshipful Master. 
It also refers to King Solomon, the symbolical 
founder of the order. In Masonic architecture, 
the Ionic column , distinguished for the skill ml 
its construction—as it combines the beauty of 
the Corinthian and the strength of the Doric—I 
is adopted, as the representative of Wisdom 
King Solomon has been adopted in Speculative 
Masonry, as the type or representative of wia-j 
dom t in accordance with the character which 
has been given to him in the first Book of? 
Kings (IV, 3U-32), “And Solomon’s wisdom ex¬ 
ceeded the, wisdom of all the children of the' 
East country* and all the wisdom of Egypt; lor 
he was wiser than a!! men; than Ethan the! 
Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, 
the sons of -Mahol; and his fame was in all na¬ 
tions round about/' 

In all the Oriental philosophies* a conspicu- r 
ous place has been given to Wisdom. In thei 
book called the Wisdom of Solomon (VII 7 and 
8), it is said: “I called upon God and the spirit] 
of wisdom came to me. I preferred her before 
scepters and thrones, and esteemed riches noth-' 
ing in comparison of her/’ The Oriental doc/ 
trine of wisdom was that it is a divine power*! 
standing between the Creator and the creation, 
and acting as his agent. 

X “Jehovah/’ said Solomon, (Proverbs III* 19), 
“by wisdom hath formed the earth," Hence 
wisdom, in this philosophy, answers to thl 
idea of a vivifying spirit, brooding over and 
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impregnating the elements of the chaotic world* 
in which the world is but the outward mani¬ 
festation of the spirit of wisdom* This idea is 
universally diffused throughout the East* and is 
said to have been adopted into the sacred doc¬ 
trine of the Templars, who are supposed to 
have borrowed much from the Basflideans, the 
Manichcans and the Gnostics. From them it 
easily passed over to the so-called higher de¬ 
grees of Masonry* which arc said to be founded 
on the Templar theory- Hence in the great 
decor alien of the 33 rd degree of the Scottish 
Kite* tile points of the triple triangle are ini 
scribed with the letters “£• A- P„ I- E, N. T. 
I, A,”—or wisdom, The Column of Wisdom is 
always, symbolically, placed in the east of the 
Lodge, because thence emanate all light, knowl¬ 
edge and truth —the Column of Strength is 
placed in the West; and of Beauty in the South. 
The triangle formed by the symbolical position 
of the three columns represents, on its three 
sides, the three principal attributes of the 
Deity, which created, and shall ever support* 
uphold and guide the universe in its eternal 
movement* The three supports of llie sym¬ 
bolical Temple are Wisdom, the Infinite Divine 
Intelligence; Strength or Power, the Infinite 
Divine Will; and Beauty, the Infinite Divine 
Harmony. The eternal law, by virtue of which 
the myriads of suns and worlds flash ever on¬ 
ward in their ceaseless revolutions, without 
clashing or conflicting, is the law of created 
existence* From the equilibrium of Infinite 
Wisdom and Infinite Force results perfect Har¬ 
mony in the physical as well as in the moral 
Universe* Wisdom, Strength and Beauty con¬ 
stitute one Masonic triad. They have other and 
pro founder meanings, which may be unveiled to 
the earnest scorcher for light. 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

JACOB'S LADDER 

The introduction ol Jacob’s ladder into the 
symbolism of Speculative Masonry should be 
traced to the vision of Jacob r which is thus 
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substantially recorded in the 28th Chapter of 
the Book of Genesis: M When Jacob, by the com¬ 
mand of his father Isaac, was journeying to¬ 
wards Padan-Aram, while sleeping one night 
with the bare earth for his pillow he beheld 
the vision of a ladder whose foot rested on the 
earth and whose top reached the hejavenSi 
Angels were continually ascending and descend - 
ing upon it, and the Lord stood above it, and 
promised him the blessing of a numerous and 
happy posterity. When Jacob awoke he was 
filled with pious gratitude, and declared the 
spot to be the house of God and the gate ol 
heaven.” 

This ladder, so remarkable in the history of 
the Jewish people, finds its analogies in all the 
ancient Mysteries- Thus, in the Persian Mys¬ 
teries of Mithras, there was a ladder of seven 
rungs, the passage through them, being sym¬ 
bolical of the soul's approach to perfection. 
These rungs were called gates, and in allusion 
to them the candidate was made to pass through 
seven dark and winding caverns, which process 
was called the ascent of the ladder of 2 >erfec+ 
tion , Each of these caverns was the repreaenta* 
tion of a world, or state of existence^ through 
which the soul was supposed to pass in its 
progress from the first world to the last. Each 
rung of the ladder was said to he. of metal, of 
increasing purity, and was dignified also with 
the name of its protecting planet. Thus the 
order, according to Mithras, was: First, lead? 
second, quicJcsilver; third, copper; fourth, tin; 
fifth, iron; smth, silver; and seventh* gold. 
The Mysteries of Mithras, were celebrated in 
Persia long before Jacob experienced his vision. 
In even much older Mysteries, as that of 
Brahma in Ancient India, we find the same 
reference to the ladder of seven steps. The 
names of these were not different, and there 
was the same allusion to the symbol of the uni¬ 
verse. The seven steps were said to be em¬ 
blematical of the seven worlds which consti¬ 
tuted the Indian Universe. The lowest was 
the earth; the second, the world of pre-exis^ 
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tence; the third, heaven w the fourth, the rniddlc 
world t or intermediate region between the 
lower and upper world; the fifth, the world 
of birth , in which souls are again born; tho 
ilxth, the mansion of the priesthood; and the 
seventh, or topmost rung, the sphere of Truth, 
and the abode of Brahma. As a symbol of 
progress* Jacob's ladder was early recognized, 
Picus of MirandoLa, who wrote in the sixteenth 
rejitury, in the oration iS De Hominis Dignitatef* 
says ’’•Jacob’s ladder is a symbol of the prog¬ 
ress, skill and intellectual communication be¬ 
twixt the earth and heaven, and upon the 
Judder, as it were, step by step, man is per¬ 
mitted, with the angels, to ascend and descend 
until the mind finds blissful and complete re- 
pose in the bosom of Divinity.” Fludd, the 
Hermetic, in his Phitosophia Mosaica (1638), 
calls the ladder the symbol of the triple world, 
moral, physical^ and intellectual. The Persians 
represented the soul in its progress to the per¬ 
fection of a better state of existence, as passing 
up a tall and steep ladder, consisting of 
innumerable steps, and opened by seven gates 
into so many stages of happiness. Celsus, as 
cited by Origen, says on this subject: “The 
first gate is of lead, the second of tin, the 
third of brass, the fourth of iron, the fifth of 
copper, the sixth of silver and the seventh of 
gold. The first they attributed to Saturn be¬ 
cause lead denotes the slowness of that planet's 
course, which appeared to move slowly to the 
ancients, being the furthest removed from the 
huh, of any cf the anciently known planets; 
the second, to Venus, which resembles the soft¬ 
ness and splendor of tin; the third, for its 
solidity and firmness, to Jupiter; the fourth, 
Ln Mercury, because iron and mercury are ap¬ 
plicable to all sorts of work; the fifth, which 
by reason of its mixture, is of an unequal na¬ 
ture, to Mars; the sixth, to the moon, and the 
seventh, to the sun; because silver and gold 
correspond in color with these two luminaries. 
Thus the ascent of the ladder was graduated 
and adopted to the faith of the people and 
terminated in a blaze of glory, for the sun 
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represented the Supreme Deity of the Persians! 
and next to him the moon. The addition of 
the three theological virtues to the ladder of 
Freemasonry was perhaps madg in modem 
times, as they are distinctly the three graces 
of the religious life of the Christian faith, 
However, they are essential elements to the 
attainment of true initiation in whatever rita 
the novice may have sought the light. It may 
be said that, even in the ordinary affairs of 
life, we are governed more by what we believi 
than what we know —by faith and analogym 
than by reason. Faith is a necessity to man; 
faith that has from the beginning illuminated 
human souls, and constituted their conscious¬ 
ness of their own dignity; their divine origin; 
and their immortality; that faith, which is the 
light by which the human soul is enabled, as 
it were, to see itself. The three greatest moral 
forces arc Faith, which is the only true wis-: 
dom, and the very foundation of all govern^ 
merit; Hope, which is strength and insures; 
success t and Charity, which is beauty, and 
alone makes animated united effort possible. 
Charity is the **great channel” if hus been well 
said, ^through which God passes all His mercy 
upon mankind," for we receive absolution of 
our sins in proportion to our forgiving our 1 
brother- God Himself is love and every de¬ 
gree of charity that dwells in us is the partici¬ 
pation of the Divine Nature. The immutable 
law of God requires, that besides respecting the 
absolute rights of others, and being just, we 
should do good, be charitable, and obey the 
dictates of the generous and noble sentiments 
of the sou!- Charity i$ the law, because our 
consciousness is not satisfied, nor at ease, if 
we do not relieve th* suffering, the distressed, 
and the destitute Charity knows neither rule 
nor limit* It gees beyond all obligation- Its 
beauty consists in its liberty—“He that loveth 
not knoweth not God, for God is love . If we 
love another^ God dwclleth in us, and His love 
is perfected in us. To be kindly affcctioned* 
one to another, with brotherly love; to relievo 
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the necessities of the needy; and be generous, 
liberal and hospitable; to return to no man 
evil for evil; to rejoice at the good fortune of 
others and sympathise with them in their sor¬ 
rows and reverses; to live peaceably with ail 
men, and repay injuries with benefits and 
kindness; these are the sublime dictates of 
the moral law taught from the. infancy of the 
world by the Mysteries, and by Masonry-” 

CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

THE FURNITURE OF THE LODGE 

The Holy Bible, Square and Compasses arc 
said to constitute the furniture of the lodge „ 
They arc* respectively* dedicated to God; to the 
Master of the Lodge,; and to the Craft. The 
Holy Bible is properly called a greater light 
tsf Masonry, for from the center of the Lodge 
it poms forth from east to west and north to 
south its effulgent rays and divine truth- The 
Bible is used, among Masons in this country, 
as the symbol of the Will of God, however it 
may be expressed; and, therefore, whatever 
expresses that Will may be used as n substitute 
fur the Bible in other countries; otherwise. Ma¬ 
sonry would be a sectarian institution, incap¬ 
able of universality* Thus, in a lodge consist¬ 
ing entirely of Jews, the Old Testament alone 
may be placed upon the altar. Turkish Masons 
may make use. of the Koran. Whether it be the 
Gospel to the Christian, the Pentateuch to the 
Israelite, the Koran to the Mussulman, or the 
Vedas to the Brahman, it everywhere Masonic- 
nlly conveys the isame idea —-that of the sym¬ 
bolism of the Divine. Will revealed to man. In 
Freemasonry, the Square, in one of its aspects, 
U & symbol of Morality, This is the general 
signification and is applied in various ways- 
It presents itself to the Apprentice, as one of 
the three great light#; to th$ Fellow-crafti as 
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one of his working tools; to the Master Mason, 
as the official emblem of the Master of the 
Lodge, Everywhere, however* it inculcates the 
same lesson of morality* of truthfulness and 
honesty* So universally accepted is this sym¬ 
bolism that it has great uses in the Order, and 
has been found in colloquial language, com¬ 
municating the same idea. "Square," says Halo 
well (Diet* Archaisms) ''means honesty* equity 
ably, as in ‘square dealing 1 .” To play upon 
the square is proverbial for to play honestly* 
in which sense the word is found in the old " 
writqrs. The modern Speculative Mason will 
recognize the idea of living on the level and by 
the square , The square and compasses have 
long been universally combined to teach us, as 
says an early ritual* "to square our actions and 
keep them within due bounds,” They are sel¬ 
dom seen apart, but arc so kept together* either • 
as two great lights* or as a jewel once worn 
by the Master of the Lodge, but now' by the 
Fast Master, that they have come at last to be 
recognized as the proper emblem cf a Master 
Mason* just as the Keystone is of a Royal Arch 
Mason; or the Passion Gross is of a Knight 
Templar, The Holy Bible, Square and Com- 
passes are not only styled the Great Lights in 
Masonry, but they are also technically called 
the furniture of the Lodge, and no Lodge can 
be held without them- The Square is a right ! 
angle formed by two lines- It is adapted only 
to a plane surface* and belongs only to geom¬ 
etry, earth measurement* and that trigonometry 
which deals only with planes and with the 
earth. The Compasses is an instrument that jj 
has relation to spheres and spherical surfaces* 
and is adapted to spherical trigonometry or 
that branch of mathematics w’hich deals with 
the heavens and the orbits of the planetary 
system. In another aspect the square is the 
symbol of the earth r its material* sensual and 
baser portion* while the compasses, as the sym¬ 
bol of the heavens* represents the spiritual f in¬ 
tellectual and moral nature of humanity. 
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

THE ORNAMENTS OF THE LODGE 


The ornaments of the Lodge are paid to be 
the Mosaic Pavement, the Indented Tesscf and 
the Blazing Star, Pike* (Morals and Dogma, 
14}* says, "The Mosaic Pavement, checkered in 
squares or lozenges, is said to represent the 
ground floor of King Solomon's Temple, arid 
the Indented Teasel that beautiful tesselated 
border which surrounded it,” 

‘In England, anciently* the tracing board 
was surrounded w T ith an indented border, and it 
is only in America that a tesselated border is 
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put around the Mosaic Pavement, Tessera, in 
iced are squares or lozenges of the pave men 
In England also the indented or denticula 
border is called tesselalcd, because it has four 
tesHels, said to represent Temperance, Forti¬ 
tude, Prudence and Justice, It was termed the 
'Indented Trass el’ but this is a misuse of the 
words—-it is a tesserated pavement with an 
indented border around it. The pavement, al¬ 
ternately black and white, symbolizes, whether 
ho intended or not, among other things, the 
good and evil principles of the Egyptian and 
Persian creed- It is the warfare of Michai 
and Satan; of the gods and Titans; of Haidar 
and Lak; of light and shadow, which is dar, 
ness, The edges of this pavement, if in 
lozenges, will necessarily be indented or de 
tieulutedt toothed like a saw; and to complete 
and finish it a border is necessary.” A care- 
ful examination of the forms of the lozenges 
and of the triangles shown in the border will 
clearly show a geometric pattern, which com¬ 
pletes the checkered pavement, and ends in the 
completion of the border. Each of thqse lines 
can be followed diagonally through the pattern 
to its termination in the border to infinity. 
The diagram on the opposite page shows the 
geometric basis for the checkered pavement 
shown in the Manual, page 27- The diagram 
also records the 47th. f Problem of Euclid, pro¬ 
jected cast and west, proving the geometrical 
accuracy of the form of the floor. Each ex¬ 
terior point of the 47th-, Problem centers on 
a square, and likewise on the center of the 
square of the underlying course* The diagram 
also demonstrates the cause of the indented 
border- 

A number of rituals show a five-pointed star 
as the representative of the blazing star- It la 
believed that the blazing star should be a ten- 
pointed star, as shown in the illustration, page 
27 of the Manual. It was one of the geomet¬ 
rical symbols of Pythagoras. He divided the 
great circle of the solar system into ten sec¬ 
tions of 36 degrees each, by employing ten fig- 
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urcs of the 47th., Problem of Euclid, and thl 
hey stone, as illustrated on the following page. 

Students of Masonic geometry will find much 
of interest in further investigation of this in¬ 
teresting subject. The ten-pointed star can be 
Keen in the central portion of the diagram, to¬ 
gether with some of our other symbols. In 
home, of the jurisdictions the Biasing Star is 
waid to be in allusion to the star in the East, 
commemorative of the star that is said to have 
guided the Magi, which is to give it a meaning 
comparatively modern. 

Pike suggests that originally it represented 
Sirius, or the Dog Star, the forerunner of the 
inundation of the Nile; also called the Cod 
Anubis, companion of Isis* in her search for 
(he body of Osiris, after he had been slain by 
Python, the God of darkness. In other and 
older jurisdictions, the Blazing Star is said to 
represent the. Divine Providence, radiating from 
Iho center of the universe, and surrounding us 
with manifold blessings. In the old English lec¬ 
tures, cur brethren said, ’“The blazing star or 
glow in the center, refers us to that grand 
luminary, the, sun, which enlightens the earth 
rind, by its genial influence, dispenses blessings 
Lo mankind.” They also call it an emblem of 
prudence. The word prudencia means, in its 
original and full significance, foresight, and ac¬ 
cordingly the Blazing Star has sometimes be£n 
regarded as an emblem of omniscience, or the 
all-seeing eye, which to the Egyptian initiates* 
was the emblem of Osiris, the Creator. 

With the yod in the center, it has the kaba- 
Ustic meaning of the Divine Energy, manifested 
as Light t creating the universe . 

The previous monitors of the Grand Lodge of 
Texas gave a different interpretation from the 
standard definition generally used. It is set 
out in full for the purpose of preserving it, and 
also for the ideas embodied in it. it is as fol¬ 
lows: "The ornaments of a lodge are the Mosaic 
Pavement, the Indented Teasel, and the Blazing 
Star* 
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Ten figures of the &Tth., problem, com¬ 
pletely fill any circle, great or smalt, and 
the usual lines employed by geometricians 
in proving the problemt when extetided, 
form the ten-pointed min in the central 
area of the figure - 

"The Mosaic Pavement is a representation of 
the ground-floor of King Solomon's Temple, 
and is emblematical of human life, checkered 
with good and evil The Blazing 1 Star repre¬ 
sents the Sun, which enlightens the earth, and 
by its benign influence dispenses its blessings 
to all mankind. The Indented, or Tesselated 
border, refers to the Planets which, in their 
revolution, form a beautiful border around that 
grand luminary* and are emblematic of the 
blessings and comforts which surround us,” 

The form of the Mosaic Pavement, the Blaz¬ 
ing Star, and the indented border set forth in 
the present Manual are deemed to be geomet¬ 
rically accurate, and as nearly symbolically cor¬ 
rect as the symbol can be made. The Manual 
interpretation seems to be in harmony with the 
best authorities on the subject. 

A pavement of black and white squares was 
commonly used an ancient Egypt, in conjunc¬ 
tion with a column or obelisque* to keep track 
of the course of the sun in its apparent semi¬ 
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annual movement between the two tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, which was indicated by 
the shadows on certain of the squares, as the 
£im, apparent!*', moves in its daily progress 
of ascent or descent between the two tropics. 

If the explanations of our geometrical sym¬ 
bols seem to be lacking in that clarity which 
will make them easily understood by brethren 
who are unfamiliar with the science, permit 
me to say, that the object of the Contmcntaries 
is to point out the way toward the lights rather 
than to set forth a complete, exposition of their 
deep significance- 

CHAPTER SIXTEEN 

THE THREE SYMBOLIC LIGHTS 

There are three principal officers of the 
ledge. There are three lights at the altar* 
sometimes called the Lesser Lights, signifying 
the Sun, Moon and Worshipful Master. An¬ 
ciently, the lights were said to represent the 
Sun, Moon and Mercury. In Egyptian Tem¬ 
ples, they represented Osiris, Isis, and Horns, 
the father, the mother and the child; W.Bdom, 
Strength and Beauty; Hakmah, Dinah and 
Dnath; also Gedulnh, Geburah and Tcparath, 
which were divisions of the divine Sephiroth of 
the Hebrew Kabala. The meaning of these 
references is too transcendental to exhibit here, 
and must be searched out by the seeker after 
light and truth. The sun is the ancient symboj 
and the life-giving and generative power of the 
Deity. To the ancients, light was the cause of 
life, and God was the source from which all 
light flowed. The essence of Eight, the imrisible 
Fire, when developed as flame, manifested as 
light and splendor, The sun was His mani¬ 
festation and visible image, and the Sabians, 
in worshipping the Light Cod, seemed to wor¬ 
ship the. sun, in which they saw the manifesta¬ 
tion of the Deity. As the Masters of material 
light. and life, the sun and the moon (.arc 
symbolized in every Lodge by the Master and 
Wardens; and this, it is said, makes it the duty 
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of the Master to dispense light to the brethren 
■by himself :in<] through the Wardens, who are 
Jiis ministers. The sun, it has been said, rey- 
resents the two grand principles of all genera¬ 
tions, the active and passive forces. Observable 
throughout nil nature. Three lights, placed in 
n triangular form in the Temples of the An¬ 
cient Mysteries, in one of their aspects, alluded 
to the triune aspect of the Deity. The prin¬ 
cipal triune names of the Deities of the ancient 
nations were as follows: In India, Brahma, 
Vishnu, and Siva; in Egypt, Osiris, Isis ami 
Horns; in Ancient Greece, Phanes, Uranus and 
Kronos; in ancient Chaldea, Ormqzd, Mithras 
and Almman; in Phoenicia, Ash tar Oth, Milcom 
and Chemosh; in ancient Tyro, Reins, Venus 
and Thammuz. Also in later Grecian history, 
Zc.us, I’oseidoq and Hades; the Homan names 
were Jupiter, Neptune and Pluto; in Lhe Eleua- 
inian Mysteries, they were Bacchus, Persephone 
and Demeter; among the Druids, they were, Hu, 
Ceridwen and Creirwy; among the Goths, 
Woden, Friga and Thor; among the Scandi- 
nsi inns, Odin, "V ilc and Vc, Even the ancient 
Mexicans had their triad, which were Vitzli- 
putzli, Kaioc, and Tcsealipuca. The system of 
triads existing in all of the Ancient Mysteries, 
symbolized **y three lights, was so predominant 
that it seemed to be invested with a mystical 
idea. The same idea is thought to be preserved 
in Masonry by the triad of three officers in the 
■different bodies, as well as by the three sym¬ 
bolic lights. They also allude to the three posi- 
thnts and functions of the sun; the rising sun, 
or creator of light; the meridian sun, or its 
preserver; and the setting sun, or its destroyer, 

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 

THE JEWELS OF THE LODGE 

Every lodge is furnished with six jewels, 
three, of which are movable, and three im¬ 
movable. 4 'They are termed J GW 0 l& f 7 * Fays 
Oliver* e *because they have a moral tendency 
which renders them jewels of inestimable vaiae. 
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The movable jewels^ so called because they are 
not confined to any particular part of the lodge, 
are the rough ashlar, the perfect ashlar and the 
tr&iselboard* The immovable jewel# are the 
square, the level and the plumb* They are 
termed immovable because they are appropri¬ 
ated to particular parts of the. lodge, where 
alone they should be found , namely, the Square 
to the cast, the I^evcl to the west and the 
Plumb to the south* The signification of the 
Square has been treated under Chapter Four¬ 
teen of these commentaries. In Freemasonry 
the Level, in at least one of its aspects, is the 
symbol of equality, which, recognizing the 
Fatherhood of God, admits, as a necessary 
corollary* the. J?ro£fecrJit>od of Man, and treats 
all the brethren of a common spiritual faith, 
as occupying a status of equality. It, there¬ 
fore* teaches us that in the sight of the Grand 
Aichitect of the Universe* His creatures* who 
arc at an immeasurable distance from Him* 
move upon the same plane as the far moving 
stars* which, though minions of miles apart* 
yet seem to shine upon the same canopy of 
fho sky- In this view, the Level teaches us 
that all men are equal, subject to the same in¬ 
firmities, hastening to the same goal, and pre¬ 
paring to be judged by the same immutable law- 

The Level is deemed, like the Square and the 
plumb, of so much importance as a symbol that 
it is repeated in many different relations- 
Firsfc* it is one of Hie jewels of the lodge, and 
(he proper official ensign of the Senior War¬ 
den, because the craft, when at labor, at which 
time he presides over them* are on a common 
level of subordination; and then it is one of the 
narking tools of a Fellow-craft, still retaining 
its symbolism of equaHty. Another suggestion 
ns to the proper signification of classifying 
the Square, Level and Plumb as immovable 
jewels will be found in the relation existing be¬ 
tween certain geometric lines radiating from 
the sun as the center of our solar system. 
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the wisdom, strength anti beauty of the mas¬ 
ters' art. 

The tressel-board, os a Masonic symbol, may 
be applied to the individual Mason in his 
labors to construct his earthly Temple, follow* 
ing the precepts and designs laid down in the 
Book of the Sacred Law, This Temple is some¬ 
times referred to as a spiritual Temple, of 
which the material Temples of the past are but 
a type. The rules and designs laid down by the 
Grand Architect of the Universe, in the great 
book of nature and revelation, constitute the 
Spiritual Tressel-board of every Freemason. 
The Tre3sel-board, in this aspect, becomes the 
symbol of the Natural and Moral Law. Like 
every other symhol of the Order, it is uni¬ 
versal and tolerant in its application. The 
Christian Mason may cling with unfaltering 
fidelity to the explanations which make the 
scriptures of both Dispensations his tressel- 
board. On the other hand, he grants to our 
Jewish and Mohammedan brethren the right to 
use the Sacred Books of their own faiths, as 
their Spiritual Tressel-boards. Masonry does 
not interfere with the path, form or develop¬ 
ment of anyone’s religious faith. AH that it 
asks is that the interpretation of the symbol 
shall be according to what each one believes to 
be the revealed Will of his Creator; hut so 
rigidly exacting is it, that the symbol shall be 
preserved, and in some rational way inter¬ 
preted; that it peremptorily exclude the atheist 
from its communion, because believing in no 
Supreme Being—no Divine Architect—he must 
necessarily be without a spiritual tressel-board, 
on which the designs of that Being may be in¬ 
scribed for his direction. 

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 

THE SITUATION OF THE LODGE 

The orientation of the Lodcc is its situation 
due East and We&U The principal Temples of 
the world were universally erected facing the 
East, which symbolically represents the place of 
tight The great Pyramid of Gizeh r in Egypt, 
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was Oriented with the four cardinal points. It 
lias been a custom from time immemorial* 
wherever practicable, to construct cathedrals, 
and churches with the same orientation. It 
was a custom, and principle of ecclesiastical 
architecture, very generally observed by build¬ 
ers, in accordance with ecclesiastic law, from 
the earliest times, in the Apostolic Age. Thus 
hi the Apostolic Constitution p attributed to St. 
Clement of Alexandria, we find the express 
direct ion " Let the church be of an oblong form 
directed to the East" —a direction which would 
lie strictly applicable in the building of a Lodge 
room. St. Charles Borromeo, in his Instruc¬ 
tion's Fabricate Ecclesiastical* is still more pre¬ 
cise and directs the rear or altar part of the 
church “shall look directly to the East—not to 
the solstitial, which varies by the deflection of 
(he sun's rising, but to the EQuinoctial East, 
where the sun rises at the Equinox, that is to 
nay, due East* 0 Whatever may be the external 
situation of a Lodge with reference to the 
points of the compass, it is always considered, 
internally, that the Master's scat is in the East, 
and therefore that the Lodge is, at least sym¬ 
bolically, situated “due east and west/’ The 
Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon 
were said to have been situated due east and 
west, and no doubt the situation of a Masonic 
Lodge with reference to the east is derived 
from the universal custom prevailing in all 
countries throughout all ages of the world* The 
East has always been considered peculiarly 
sacred. This was without exception the case 
in all the Ancient Mysteries- In the Egyptian 
rites especially, and those of Adonis, which 
were among the earliest, and from which the 
others derived their existence, the sun was the 
object of adoration* His revolutions through¬ 
out the various seasons were symbolically rep¬ 
resented. The spot, therefore* where this 
Luminary made his appearance at the com¬ 
mencement of day and where the worshippers 
in the Temple were wont anxiously to look for 
the first darting of his prolific rays, was es¬ 
teemed as the figurative birthplace of the sun* 
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tmd honored with an appropriate, degree of awe. 
The camp of Judah was placed by Moses on 
the East of the Tabernacle, as a mark of dis¬ 
tinction. The Tabernacle in the wilderness was 
invariably situated due East and West, and the 
practice has continued in the erection of the 
Christian churches* St. Augustine declared 
that the custom was fallowed because "the east 
is the most honorable part of the world, being 
the region of light, whence the glorious sun 
arises/' The East, being the place where the 
Master siU, Is considered the most honorable 
part of the Lodge, and is distinguished from 
the rest of the room by a dais or raised plat¬ 
form, which is occupied only by those who have 
passed the chair, Bazot {Manual page 154) 
says, f4 The veneration which Masons have for 
the East confirms the theory that it is from the 
East that the Masonic cult proceeded/ 1 

It is customary in speaking of the. Lodge, to 
think of a hall or room in an ordinary building. I 
It is true that in a certain sense, it may be 
termed the Lodge- It is P what may be deemed 
the external, or physical Lodge. The symMiS 
Lodge or the internal Lodge r is much more than 
that* It is said to represent the universe. It 
extends from east to west, and in width be** 
tween the north and south and in height from 
the center of tho earth to the highest heavens* 
That is the Lodge which is opened for work. 
There is only one such Lodge,, and it is the one 
which is opened, regardless of the location of 
the society of Masons which meets and opens 
it. The work of the Symbolic Lodge, takes 
place on the mental plane. While the external 
Lodge has its rites, forms, ceremonies, symbols 
and allegories, they deal with intellectual, I 
moral and spiritual truths belonging to the in- ] 
temal or Symbolic Lodge. 

Since the Symbolic Lodge is said to represent 
the universe it is to be expected that the laws I 
which govern it, must necessarily have an im- I 
port ant part in its system of symbolism* Bence 
we arc taught that Geometry is the bns coupon 1 
which tho superstructure of Masonry is erected. 
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 

THE DEDICATION OF THE LODGE 

Among the ancients every temple, altar, 
statue, or sacred place, was dedicated to some 
Divinity. The ceremony usually consisted in 
surrounding the Temple, or object of dedica¬ 
tion, with garlands of flowers, while the vestal 
viTgins poured on the exterior of the temple 
the lustra) water. The dedication of a temple 
was always a festival for the people* and was 
annually commemorated- The Jews dedicated 
their religious edifices to the one Supremo Je¬ 
hovah. Thus David dedicated, with solemn cere¬ 
monies, the altars which were erected on the 
threshing floor of Oman the Jcbusite, after the 
cessation of the plague which had afflicted his 
people % and Cal met conjectures that he com¬ 
posed the 30th*, Fsalm on this occasion. The 
Jews extended this ceremony of dedication even 
to their private houses, and Clark tells us, in 
reference to a passage on this subject in the 
Book of Deuteronomy, that, ‘Tt was a custom 
of the Israelites fo dedicate a new house to God 
with prayer, praise and thanksgiving* and this 
was done in order to secure the Divine pres¬ 
ence and blessing* for no pious or sensible man 
can imagine he could dwell safely in a house 
that was not under the immediate protection 
of God/* According to the learned Seldcn* 
there was a distinction among the Jews between 
eons&cration and dedication* for sacred thrngs 
were botli consecrated and dedicated* while pro¬ 
fane things such ns private dwelling houses 
were only dedicated. Dedication was* therefore, 
a less sacred ceremony than consecration* The 
distinction has also been preserved among 
Christians, many of whom have, in the early 
ages, consecrated their churches to the worship 
of God, but dedicated them to* or placed them 
under* the express patronage of some particular 
Saint* Similar practice prevails io, the Masonic 
institution* and therefore* while, we consecrate 
our lodges “to the honor of God's glory,” we 
dedicate them to the patron Saint3 of our 
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Order, Tradition informs ub that Masonic 
Lodges were originally dedicated to King Solo- 
tuoai,. because he was our first Most Excellent 
Grand Master p That from the building of the 
first Temple at Jerusalem to the Babylonish cap¬ 
tivity, Freemasons" Lodges were dedicated to 
him. From thence to the coming of the Mes* 
siah they were dedicated to Zcrubbahcl, the 
builder of the second temple; and from that 
time to the final destruction of the Temple by 
Tilua in the reign of Vespasian, they were ded¬ 
icated to St* John the Baptist* But owing to 
the many massacres and disorders which at¬ 
tended that memorable event, Freemasonry 
sank very much into detfay- Many Lodges were 
entirely broken up* and but few could meet in 
sufficient numbers to constitute their legality; 
and, at a meeting of the Craft held In the city 
of Benjamin, it was observed that the. principal 
reason for the decline of Masonry was the want 
of a Grand Master to patronize it, They there* 
fore deputed seven of their most eminent mem¬ 
bers to wait upon St- John the Evangelist, who 
was at that time Bishop of Ephesus, requesting 
him to take the office of Grand Muster. He 
returned for answer that, though well stricken 
in years (being upwards of ninety), yet, hav¬ 
ing been initiated into Masonry in the early 
part of his life, he would take upon himself 
that office* He thereby completed by his learn¬ 
ing what the other SL John effected by his 
zeal, and thus drew what Freemasons term a 
“line parallel, 11 ever since, which time Freema¬ 
sons 1 Lodges in all Christian countries have 
been dedicated both to St- John the Baptist and 
St* John the Evangelist* The foregoing is a 
tradition only and there is no authentic source 
by which the. facts stated can be verified. There 
ia another version of the reason for the adop¬ 
tion, after the Christian era, of the two Saints 
John as patron Saints of the Order which grew 
out of the persecutions directed against the Ma¬ 
sons in the early centuries,, and it Is suggested 
that the Dedication of Lodges to the two Saints 
John was made in order not to arouse the sus* 


COMMENTAFJES 

picions of the powers theretofore engaged in 
directing such persecutions. 

In addition to the, Dedication of Lodges to 
(lie Holy Saints John, these eminent characters 
are referred to in oar ceremonies in connection 
with "a certain point within a circle embor- 
dered by two perpendicular parallel lines, rep¬ 
resenting St, John the Baptist, and St* John 
the Evangelist, and upon the top of the circle 
rests the Holy Scriptures.” There can be little 
doubt but that the circle and the point and the 
two parallel lines have ail astronomical sig* 
pi if [cation, when placed in proper relation to 
the floor of the symbolic lodge. The point 
within the circle is an ancient symbol of the 
sun, and as such it appears among the hiero¬ 
glyphics of ancient Egypt, and may be found 
among the symbols tif all the ancient Temples 
of Initiation* Mackey says, commenting upon 
the symbol, that the point indicates the sun, 
and the circle the universe of nature, warmed 
into life by his prolific, rays, “The tiuo parallel 
lines, 77 says Mackey, “which in die modem leo 
lures are said to represent St* John the Bap¬ 
tist and St. John the Evangelist, really allude 
to particular periods in the sun's annual course* 
At two particular points in this course, the sun 
is found on the Zodiacal signs, Cancer and 
Capricorn, which are distinguished ns the sum¬ 
mer and winter solstices- When the sun is at 
these points it has reached, respectively, its 
greatest northern and southern limits. These 
points, if we suppose the circle to represent the 
sun's annua! course, will be indicated by the 
points where the parallel lines touch the circle; 
but the days when the sun reaches these points 
are the 21st of June and 22nd of December, 
and this wit! account for their subsequent ap¬ 
plication to (he two Saints John, whose anni¬ 
versaries the church has placed near those 
days/ 1 The birthday of St. John the Baptist is 
the beginning of a new Masonic year* 

The point within a circle is an interesting 
and important symbol in Freemasonry, and 
brings us into close connection with the early 
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symbolism of the solar orb and the universe* 
which was a predominant study in the Ancient 
Mysteries, 


The lectures of Freemasonry, given in the 
modem monitors, have made an exoteric ex¬ 
planation of the symbol, in telling us that the 
point represents an individual brother, the 
circle the boundary line of his duty to God and 
man, and the perpendicular parallel lines* 
the Patron Saints of the Order, St* John the 
Baptist and St. John the Evangelist. This ex¬ 
planation, however, was not always its symbolic 
signification, and does not include other mean¬ 
ings fhat have been attached to it as a symbol. 
In the Temples of Egypt and ancient Chaldea* 
the point within a circle represented the sim. 
In India stones, or rather their rains, arc every¬ 
where found, among the oldest of which, ac¬ 
cording to Moore (Panth. 2±2) f is that of 
Dipaldiana* whose splendid remains will com¬ 
pete with those of the Temples of the Greeks. 
In the oldest monuments of the Druids we find* 
as at Stonehenge and A bury, the circle of 
stones. In fact, all the temples of the Druids 
were circular* with a single, stone erected In 
the center. A Dmidic&l monument in Pem¬ 
brokeshire called Y Cromlech, is described as 
composed of several rude stones pitched on end 
in a circular order and in the midst of the 
circle a vast stone placed on several pillars. 
Near Keswick in Cumberland, says Oliver 
(Signs and Symbols 174), is another specimen 
of this Druidical symbol; on a hilt stands a 
circle of forty stones, placed perpendicularly* 
of about five feet and a half in height, with 
one stone of greater altitude in the center. 
Among the Scandinavians, the hall of Odin con-* 
tained twelve seats, disposed in the form of a 
circle, with an elevated seat in the center for 
Odin* Some writers have construed the symbol 
to mean the sun in the center of the solar sys^ 
tern connected with it- In this respect, it may 
bo said that the sun and the surrounding circle 
of the universe, together with the two parallel 
lines really point, not exclusively to the two 
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Saints John, but to the two northern and 
southern limits of the sun’s apparent annual 
course around the earth. 

In the Manual, in connection with the section 
devoted to the Form of the Lodge, will he found 
a drawing representing the floor of the Sym¬ 
bolic Lodge, projected through the cente-r of the 
earth, and representing the two hemispheres, 
together with the astronomical lines showing 
the situation of the poles as well as the tropical 
lines and the equator. The drawing also shows 
the correct relation of the point within the 
circle and the lines represented by the two Holy 
Saints John, It also indicates the Ecliptic 
of the sun between those lines during its ap¬ 
parent annual course around the earth, between 
the tropics* A careful study of the drawing 
will reveal to the Initiate the signification Of 
several important Masonic Rites and Cere¬ 
monies, as well as astronomical facts concealed 
In some of the symbols. 

The floor of the Lodge, technically speaking, 
outlines the form of the Symbolic Lodge, the 
correct shape of which is a rectangle having 
ii length double its breadth* 

The ground floor, or checkered pavement of 
King Solomon's Temple, as well as the Sanc¬ 
tuary of the Tabernacle of Moses, were said to 
be of such dimensions* They were wholly sym¬ 
bolic, The. symbolism of the Mosaic pavement, 
one of the Ornaments of the Lodge, is the 
point of beginning of a vast store of science 
and knowledge possessed by the seers and 
adepts of the Ancient Temples. 

CHAPTER TWENTY 

OPERATIVE AND SPECULATIVE 
MASONRY 

The origin and source whence first sprang 
the institution of Freemasonry, such as we now 
have it, has given rise to more differences of 
opinion and discussion among Masonic scholars 
than any other topic in the literature of the 
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Institution. Writers of the history of Freema> 
Eonrv, have at different times, attributed its 
origin to the following sources: {1) The Patri* 
arch at religions; (2) The Ancient Mysteries; 
(3) The Temple of King- Solomon; (4) The 
Crusaders; (5) The Knights Templar; (6) The 
Roman Colleges of Artificers; (7) The Op¬ 
erative Masons of the Middle Ages; (8) The 
Rosicrucians of tlie sixteenth century; (9) Dr. 
Desagulicrs and tus associates in the year 1717.1 
Each of these theories lias been, from time to 
time sustained with much zeal. A few of 
them, however, have long since been aban- 
donedf hut the others still attract attention, 
and find defenders- There can be little ques¬ 
tion but that the Guilds of Operative Masons, 
for several centuries, were in possession of the 
rites and ceremonies of the Order. It was un¬ 
doubtedly one of the vehicles through which 
the ancient ceremonies were transmitted ta 
modern timss. It is equally as certain, how¬ 
ever, that the rites, forms, ceremonies, and 
symbols are of much more ancient origin,! 
Those Building Corporations must have had an 
origin and an archetype from which they de¬ 
rived their peculiar character; and One may 
well look to the Roman Colleges of Artificers,! 
which were spread all over Europe by the in^ 
vading forces of the Roman Empire- But these 
hare also been traced to Numa, who gave to 
them that mixed practical and religious char¬ 
acter, which they are known to have possessed, 
and in which they were imitated by the me¬ 
dieval Architects. We must therefore look at 
Freemasonry from two distinct points of view;! 
First, as it is—a source of Speculative Archi¬ 
tects, engaged in the construction of spiritual 
Temples, and in this respect a development 
from the Operative Architects of the tenth and 
succeeding centuries, who were themselves off¬ 
shoots from the traveling Freemasons of Como, 
who traced their origin to the Roman Colleges 
of builders. But Freemasonry must also be 
looked at from another standpoint; not only 
does it present the appearance of a Speculative 
Science, based on an Operative Art, but it also 
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very significantly exhibits itself as the symbolic 
expression of moral and spiritual ideas. In 
ether and plainer words, we see in it the 
important lesson of Eternal Life, taught by a 
legend, which is used in Masonry as a symbol 
and as an allegory- This legend, as we now 
have it and as v.c have had it for a certain 
period of 250 years, is intended, by a symbolic 
representation, to teach resurrection from 
death, and the Divine Dogma of Eternal Life. 
The presence of this Legend in the Masonic 
system is one of its internal evidences point¬ 
ing to greater antiquity. We find in practically 
all of the Temples of Initiation, connected with 
the Ancient Mysteries in every land, regardless 
of their faith, a similar legend, varying only 
in immaterial particulars—a legend with the 
same spirit and design, a legend funereal In 
character, celebrating death and resurrection, 
solemnized in lamentation, and terminating in 
joy. Thus in the Egyptian mystery of Osiris, 
the image of a dead man was borne in an 
Argha, ark or coffin by a procession of In¬ 
itiates, and this enclosure in the coffin, or in¬ 
terment of the body was called the Aphanism 
or disappearance, and the lamentation for him, 
formed the first part of the Mystery. On the 
third day after the interment the Priest3 and 
Initiates carried the coffin, in which was also 
a golden vessel, down the River Nile, and with 
the vessel they poured water from the river, 
and with the cry, “We have found him, let us 
rejoice,” they declared that the dead Osiris, 
who had descended into Hades, had returned 
from thence and was restored again to life, and 
the rejoicings which ensued constituted the 
second part of the Mystery. Sometimes the 
legend was applied to death of Nature in the 
winter, and its rebirth in the spring: some¬ 
times to the setthig and the subsequent rising 
of tlie sun, but always indicating a loss and a 
recovery. Especially do we find this Legend, 
and in a purer form, in the Ancient Mysteries. 
At Samothrace, at Eleusis, at Byblos—in alt 
places where these ancient religions and mys¬ 
tical rites were celebrated—we find the same 
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teasings of Eternal Life inculcated by the rep* 
reservation of an imaginary death and apothe¬ 
osis. And it is this Legend, in particular, and 
its Astronomical Symbolism, that connects 
Speculative Freemasonry with the Ancient Mys¬ 
teries of Greece, of Syria, of Chaldea, and of 
Egypt* There can be little question that all 
the Mysteries had one common source, and 
there is still less doubt that Freemasonry has 
derived its Legend, its symbolic inode of in- 
struction, and the lesson for which that in¬ 
struction was intended, cither directly or in¬ 
directly, from the same source. The Hebrews 1 
celebrations in the Temple of Solomon were 
patterned, in many respects, after the cere¬ 
monies of the Egyptian Temples, a knowledge 
of which was brought out of Egypt by Moses* 
He was undoubtedly an Initiate and a Priest 
of the Temple at Heliopolis, and according to 
the Sacred Book of the Law, was well skilled 
in all the Mysteries of the Egyptians. The lec¬ 
turer of the Symbolic Degrees instruct n neo¬ 
phyte concerning the differences between the 
Operative and Speculative division of Masonry* 
The term that “We work in Speculative Ma¬ 
sonry, but our ancient brethren wrought in both 
Operative and Speculative/' and the distinction 
between an Operative Art and a Speculative 
Science, is therefore familiar to all Mason 9 
from their early instructions* Speculative Ma¬ 
sonry may be briefly defined as the scientific 
application and the moral consecration of the 
rules and principles, the language, the imple¬ 
ments and materials, of Operative Masonry to 
the veneration of God and purification of the 
heart; and the inculcation of the Dogmas of a 
religious philosophy. Speculative Masonry, or 
Freemasonry, is then a system of ethics and 
must, therefore, rest on other ethical systems 
for its distinctive doctrines. These may be 
divided into three classes, namely the moral, 
the religious and the ^philosophical. First, the 
moral doctrines, are dependent on and spring 
out of its character as a social institution* 
Hence, among its numerous definitions is one 
that declarer it to be “A science of morality/ 1 j 


nni morality is said to be symbolically or*Cj 
of the precious jewels of a Master Mason* 

Freemasonry is, in its most patent and prom¬ 
inent sense, that which most readily and force- 
ably attracts the attention of the uninitiated, a 
fraternity, an association of men bound to¬ 
gether by a peculiar tie; and therefore it Is 
essential to its successful existence that It 
should, as it docs, inculcate, at the very 
threshold of its teachings, obligation of kind¬ 
ness, mar/s duty to his neighbor- “There are 
three great duties/' says the charge given to 
an Entered Apprentice, ’"which as a Mason you 
arc charged to inculcate—to God, your neigh¬ 
bor, and yourself/* and the duty to our neigh¬ 
bor is said to be that we should act upon the 
square, and do unto him as we wish that he 
should do unto ourselves. 

The object* then, of Freemasonry, in this 
moral point of view* is to carry out, to their 
fullest practical extent, those lessons of mutual 
Love and mutual aid that are essential to the 
very idea of brotherhood* Thus the moral de¬ 
sign of Freemasonry, based upon its social 
character, is to make men better toward each 
other; to cultivate brotherly love, and to in¬ 
culcate the practice of all those virtues, which 
iirg essential to the perpetuation of a brother¬ 
hood. A Mason is bound, says the Old Charges,, 
to ohoy the moral law, and, the very keystone 
of this law is the Divine precept, the “Golden 
Rule-" 

To relieve the distressed, to give counsel to 
the erring, to observe temperance in the, in¬ 
dulgence of appetite, to bear evil with forti¬ 
tude, to be prudent in life and conversation, 
and to dispense justice to all meju are duties 
that are inculcated on every Mason by the 
moral doctrines of his Order. 

The Religious Doctrine s of Masonry arc very 
simple and self-evident; they are designated by 
an perplexities of sectarian theology, but stand 
«ut in the broad light, intelligible and accept- 
nble by all minds having a belief in God, and 
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in the Immortality of the Sottl. He who deities 
these tenets can be no Mason, for the religious 
doctrines of the. Institution significantly em¬ 
brace them in every part of its ritual. The 
Neophyte no sooner crosses the threshold of the 
Lodge than he is called upon to recognize, as 
a first duty, an entire trust in the supe^intend¬ 
ing care and love of the Supreme Being, and 
the Ceremonies of Initiation into Symbolic Ma¬ 
sonry terminate by revealing the symbol of a 
life after death, and an entrance upon Im-j 
mortality. Now this and the former class of 
doctrines are intimately connected and mutually ] 
dependent, for we must first know and feel 
the universal Fatherhood of God, before we can 
rightly appreciate the universal Brotherhood of 
Man. The Old Charges prescribe that a Ma¬ 
son, while left to his particular opinions, must I 
be of that “religion in which all men agree; 
that js to say, the, religion which teaches the 
existence of God and an eternal life.” 

The Philosophical Doctrines of Freemasonry | 
are scarcely less important, although they are j 
less generally understood than either of the 1 
preceding classes. The object of these philo¬ 
sophical doctrines is very different from that 
of either the moral or religious, for the moral 
and religious doctrines of the Order are in-J 
tended to make men virtuous, while its phil-1 
Graphical doctrines are designed to make them I 
zealous Masons. He who knows nothing of the 
philosophy of Freemasonry will be apt to be- a 
come lukewarm and indifferent t but he who dc- I 
votes himself to its contemplation will feel an : 
ever increasing ardor in its study. These phil¬ 
osophical doctrines are. developed in that sym- 1 
holism which is the express characteristic of 
Masonic teaming?*; and relate almost altogether 
to the lost and recovered word, the search 1 
after Divine Truth, the manner and time of its 
discovery, and the reward that awaits the j 
faithful and successful searcher. Such a 
philosophy far surpasses the abstract quiddities 
of metaphysicians. It brings ns into close tc- . 
iation to the profound thought of the ancient 
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world, and makes us familiar with every sub¬ 
ject of mental science that lies within the. grasp- 
of the human intellect. So that, in conclusion,, 
wc find that the moral , reliaious and philosoph¬ 
ical doctrines of Freemasonry, respectively, re¬ 
late to the social, the eternal, and the intellec¬ 
tual progress of man. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE 

TIIE PILLARS OF THE PORCH 

The pillars most remarkable in scriptural his¬ 
tory were the two erected by Solomon on the 
porch of the Temple, which Josephus (Antiq . 
Lib. 1, Cap. II) thus describes: “Moreover, 
Ibis Hiram made two hollow pillars, whose out¬ 
rides were of brass and the thickness of the 
brass was four finders breadth, and the height 
of the pillars was eighteen cubits, and the. cir¬ 
cumference twelve cubits, but there was cast 
with each of their chapiters lily-work that 
etood upon the pillar, and it was elevated five 
cubits, round about which there was net-work, 
interwoven with small palms made of brass 
mid covered with lily-work; to those also were 
hung 200 pomegranates in two rows. One of 
these Pillars he set at the entrance of the 
porch on the. right hand, and called it Jachin, 
ond the other at the left hand and called it 
Boaz.” Solomon did not simply erect these 
pillars as ornaments to the Temple, but as 
memorials of God’s repeated promises of sup- 
port to his people, for the pillar Jachin, derived 
from the words Jah, abbreviation of “Jehovah.” 
and Achin “to establish,” signifies that Gocf 
will establish his house of Israel. M hilc the 
pillar Boar, composed of “B,” meaning in the 
Hebrew “in,'* and OAZ , “Strength,” signifies 
that “in strength shall it fee. established”; and 
thus were the Jews, in passing through the 
porch into the Temple, daily reminded of the 
abundant promises of God, and inspired with 
confidence in His protection, and gratitude for 
His many acts of kindness to His chosen peo¬ 
ple. Each of the pillars was surmounted by a 
chapiter, which was five cubits in c height. 
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The shape and construction of the chapiter re* 
quires some consideration. The Hebrew word 
which is used in this place is Coteret; its root 
is to be found in the word Keta, which signi¬ 
fies "a crown," and is so used in Esther VI, 8, 
to designate the royal diadem of the King of 
Persia- The Chuldaic expressly calls the chap¬ 
iter a “crown," but Rabbi Solomon, in his com¬ 
mentary, uses the word (Pomcl), signifying a 
globe or spherical body. In the first Book of 
Kings (chapter VII, verses 17, 20, 22), the 
ornaments of the chapiters are thus described, 
“And nets of chcckerwork and wreathes of 
chain work, for the chapiters which were upon 
the top of the pillars; seven for the one chap¬ 
iter and seven for the other chapiter. And he 
made the pillars, and two rows round about 
upon the one net-work, to cover the chapiters 
that were upon the top, with pomegranates; 
and so did he for the other chapiter. And the 
chapiters that were upon the top of the pillars 
were of lily-work, * * * so was the work of 
the pillars finished.” As symbols, these two 
pillars have been universally diffused, and are 
to be found in all rites. Since the symbolism 
of Freemasonry is founded on the Temple of 
Solomon, it is to be expected that these two 
important parts of the Temple, should be natur¬ 
ally included in the system. Hiram, the Tyrean 
artist who was the Architect of the Temple, 
constructed the two pillars in imitation of the 
two Columns found at the entrance to the 
famous Temple of Malcarth, in the, City of 
Tyre, which were consecrated to the Winds and 
Fire. Practically all of the most famous Tent- I 
pies of ancient times had similar pillars sit- ' 
tiated in front of the building. These two pil¬ 
lars undoubtedly also have astronomical sig¬ 
nificance. If the. form and situation of the 
lodge represents the world, the width of the 
lodge represents the distance between the two 
poles. The position of the two pillars on the 
porch on either side of the entrance would 
occupy the relative position Of the astronomical 
lines of the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 
Pike (in Morals and Dogma, Page 506) cays 
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“The solstices Cancer and Capricorn, the two 
gates of Heaven, arc the two pillars of Her¬ 
cules, beyond which he, the sun, never jour¬ 
neyed; and they still appear in our lodges ceo 
the two great columns Jaehin and Boaz, and 
also as the two parallel lines that bound the 
circle, with a point in the center, emblems of 
the sun between the two tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn.” The idea here presented is re¬ 
flected in the symbol to be found in the Manual 
in connection with the section devoted to the 
Form of the Lodge. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO 

GLOBES 

In the Second Degree, the Celestial and Ter¬ 
restrial globes have been adopted as a symbol 
of the universal extension of the Order, and 
as suggestive of the universal claims of broth¬ 
erly love.. The symbol is a very ancient one, 
and is to be found in the religious systems of 
many countries. Among the Mexicans, the 
globe was the symbol of universal power, but 
the Mexican symbol appears to have been de¬ 
rived from, or at least to have, an allusion to 
the Egyptian symbol of the winged globe. 
There is nothing more common among the 
Egyptian monuments than the symbol of a 
globe supported on edges hy a serpent and ac¬ 
companied with wings extended wide upon 
them, occupying nearly the whole of the en¬ 
tablature above the entrance of many of their 
Temples. We are thus reminded of the globes 
on the pillars at the entrance of the Temple 
Df Solomon. The winged globe, as the symbol 
of Cneph, the Creator, soon was adopted by the 
Egyptians as their national device, as the 
Lion is that of England, or the Eagle of the 
United States. The presence of globes on the 
columns in front of the Temple of Solomon 
signifies that the Initiates of the Temple had 
a knowledge of the correct form of the earth. 
The ’common mass of the profane were per¬ 
mitted to think differently, and believed the 
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earth flat, until the discovery of Columbus. 
Dudley, in his Naology, page IS, says that the 
knowledge of the spherical figure of the earth 
was familiar to the Egyptians in the early ages, 
in which some of their Temples were con- 
atrncted. The Terrestrial and Celestial globes 
symbolized not only the fact that the earth is 
round, but that stellar space apparently main' 
tains the same form. A glance at the skies 
will convey to the mind the circular form of 
the solar universe. 

When we consider that the earth and all 
other planets and suns arc globes, and circular 
in form; that the orbits in which they accom¬ 
plish their movements are likewise, to a certain 
degree, circular, we begin to view with aston¬ 
ishment the extent of the scientific knowledge 
possessed by our ancient brethren, as preserved 
and reflected in the symbols they displayed. 

The foregoing, though not worthy to be 
termed even so much as a sketch of the general 
condition or characteristic features of the 
globes, much less their connection with and 
relations to the sun, and other members of the 
solar system, may be of some service in calling 
the attention of Masons, who may have neg¬ 
lected such studies, to the investigation of the 
countless wonders of nature involved in the 
physical world we inhabit, and the sublime sys¬ 
tem of worlds, among which it is a co-member 
of the family of the. sun. 

^ Considering the form and surroundings of 
the earth—its relation to the stupendous plan¬ 
etary and cosmic bodies, and especially to the 
sun, the grand, central, ever flaming lamp of 
light and life, as well as king bolt of connec¬ 
tion and order of the. entire system of the solar 
universe—the lines or boundaries of its zones, 
fixed as if drawn on the surface of the earth 
by the complex facts of its own motions, and 
the visible aspects of the heavens thereby pro¬ 
duced, together with the prime laws which gov¬ 
ern^ every manifestation throughout, and which 
ure set forth in the Lodge in ocular demon¬ 


stration by the. three principal jewels, the 
J'litmb, Level and Square, wc cannot be sur¬ 
prised at the evident correspondence between 
the forms of the several Lodge s and the sur¬ 
face of the earth, in connection with its astro¬ 
nomic lines. And wo may well believe the tra¬ 
ditional teaching of Masons, that the Lodge 
in its forms and lines and symbolry represents 
the earth as its own ground floor, and the 
cloudy canopy and star decked heavens as its 
own coverings, and, in a higher sense, the 
course and vicissitudes of human progress, and 
especially of the individual man, as he ad¬ 
vances from the darkness and restraint of ig¬ 
norance and depravity toward the freedom and 
light of righteousness and truth; and, in a 
highest sense, things greater than all these. 

And wc may, also, well believe that it is not 
without good reason that the terrestrial and 
celestial globes occupy such conspicuous posi¬ 
tions on the two great pillars of the Lodge,; 
and, further, that the idea of the figure of the 
earth as a globe was familiar to the minds of 
those who instituted the Lodge in such sig¬ 
nificant forms as it presents. 

There are two classes of persons disinclined 
to believe that the founders of the Lodge had 
the true form of the earth in mind when they 
adopted the system of representation put in 
practice in the Degrees. 

One class consists of those who claim that all 
the principal forms, ceremonies and symbols 
of the Lodge have been introduced in recent 
times, because they think that they have dis¬ 
covered that, prior to the period called “the 
revival," in the early part of the 17th cen¬ 
tury, the Masonic society was nothing more 
than a guild or association of operative me¬ 
chanics, which had nothing to do with Degrees 
of any sort, that is, having only one simple 
ceremony for the initiation of members, as in 
the societies of coppersmiths, carpenters, 
tailors and others. And they suggest that, if 
anything appears to the contrary in the direct 
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teachings or work of the Lodge, or in its cere*- 
monies or equipments, the same has been in¬ 
troduced of late years by lecturers, and imposed 
upon the Craft, that is, since the ^revivaL” 

As to whether they are right or wrong, in 
whole or in part, it is not within the plan of 
these Commentaries to offer any argument—■ 
what may appear bearing on that question must 
he found in the several matters set forth, and 
the general effect of what is shown throughout. 

The other class of persons, who hesitate to 
attribute such knowledge of the form of the 
earth to “the original founders and patrons 
of Masonry/* consists of those who hold the 
Lodge to be an ancient institution, and at the 
same time believe that the earth is the sym¬ 
bolical ground floor, and that the visible uni¬ 
verse* is somehow represented to some extent in 
the Lodge- But they think that any such rep¬ 
resentation is altogether based upon the up- 
parent form of the earth as a plane or flat 
expanse, with the heavenly bodies revolving 
about it daily. They believe this because they 
believe that the ancients had no knowledge 
whatever of the spherical form of the earth, 
but that the discovery of its globular figure is 
one of the achievements of modern intellectual 
progress; and, like other persons who have a 
preconceived opinion, they do not readily ad¬ 
mit the truth of any other opinion which might 
come in conflict with or tend to discredit, their 
own. 

Indeed, it is a common opinion that the true 
form of the earth is a modern discovery. Some 
believe that Christopher Columbus is the man 
who first taught the truth in this matter— 
others think that it came in with the invention 
of the steam engine, spinning jenny and the 
like, while many others suppose that Galileo 
was the very man who discovered it; and a yet 
.greater number suppose that the globular form 
■of the earth is part of the Copernkan system, 
never heard of until Copernicus, Kepler or Sir 
Isaac Newton brought it forth. 
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Now, the truth is that, whether or not the 
framers of the Degrees of Masonry had a cor¬ 
rect understanding of the form of the earth, 
has nothing to do with the antiquity of Ma¬ 
sonry or of the Masonic Lodge because the 
Initiates of the Temples of all historic times 
well understood that the earth is a globe and 
this fact is abundantly verified. 

We cannot, I suppose, trace the history of 
this doctrine by means of direct assertions or 
declarations contained in the writings which 
have come down to us* further hack than to the 
sixth century before Christ- Anaximander of 
Miletus, a celebrated Greek astronomer and in¬ 
itiate, about the year R. C. 560, taught, ac¬ 
cording to some of the Greek writers, that the 
earth is a globe. 

Aristotle, a great initiate of the Grecian Tem¬ 
ples (born 384 years B. C-), insisted on the 
truth of the doctrine that the earth is a globe, 
by the same arguments drawn from the phe¬ 
nomena of the heavenly bodies which are put 
forth by astronomers today; for instance, from 
the eclipses of the moon, in which the spherical 
form of the earth is shown by its shadow on 
the moon, which shadow causes the moon i 
eclipse; also front the appearances of the stars 
in their courses, as see.n from different places 
on the earth. Thus, he says: "Again, from the 
appearances of the stars it is clear* not only 
that the earth is round, but that its size is not 
very large; for when we remove to the south 
or to the north the circle of the horizon be¬ 
comes perceptibly different, so that the stars 
overhead undergo a great change, and are not 
the same, to those who travel to the north and 
to the south. For some stars are seen in Egypt 
or Cyprus which are not seen in the countries 
north of these, and the stars which in the north 
are visible while they make a complete, circuit, 
in Egypt they undergo a setting/' etc. 

He also says: “The mathematician a who try 
to calculate the measure of the circumference 
make it about 400,000 stadia (a stadium is 
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606% English feet), whence we conclude that 
the earth is not only spherical, but is not large 
compared with the magnitudes of the other 
stars*’* Here Aristotle calls the earth s?rtoM, 
though 400,000 stadia make its circumference 
over 45,959 miles, nearly double the true fig¬ 
ures* From this it can be seen that ancient 
ideas were not so contracted as many persons 
might believe. 

The Greeks also understood the cause of the 
phases of ihc moon, and Aristarchus of Samos 
endeavored by means of them to estimate the 
distance of the sun from the earth. 

When we consider that there were among 
ancient astronomers such men as Hipparchus 
(about 150 B. C.), who discovered (or at least 
verified) the precession of the equinoxes, and 
determined the eccentricity and apogee of the 
moon's orbit, by conclusions drawn from sue 
eclipses of the moon, and established the doc¬ 
trine of the sun’s eccentric by calculations from 
the number of days in two seasons of the year, 
via., from the vernal equinox to the summer 
solstice, and from that to the autumnal equi¬ 
nox. we may be sure that they would not be 
ignorant of a matter so much more easy to 
determine as is the sphericity of the earth. 

Eratosthenes, superintendent of the great 
Alexandrian library, about 250 years before 
Christ, made measurements to ascertain the 
circumference of the globe. This was by meas¬ 
uring the distance from Alexandria south to a 
point at Syene (a city on the river Nile), 
where the sun is at the zenith (perpendicular) 
at “high meridian” (noon) on the day of the 
summer solstice (St. John Baptist' s day), 
while at the, same time at Alexandria the sun 
stood south of the perpendicular by one-fiftieth 
part of the circumference; from which facts it 
was calculated that the circumference of the 
glob? was 250,000 stadia (about 28,693 miles). 
Calculations were made at Rhodes, based on 
the difference in the altitude of the star 
Canopus, as seen from that city and from Alex¬ 
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andria, by which it was calculated that the dis¬ 
tance from Rhodes to Alexandria was one 
forty-eighth part of the. circumference of the 
earth, and this made the circumference 248,000 
stadia (about 28,494 miles). The previous cal¬ 
culations mentioned by Aristotle were probably 
based on sonic different mode of taking meas¬ 
urements, or more probably on some erroneous 
measurements of the part of the surface of 
(he earth chosen. 

According to Strabo, in his Geography, Pos;- 
domos (born 135 E. C.), divided the earth into 
five zones, and gave credit to Parmenides (born 
B. C. 519) for being the first to make this 
division, but Plutarch says that both Thales 
(born B. C. 610) and Pythagoras (born B. C. 
532) divided the. earth in the same way. (See 
Strabo, Chapter XI, section 2, Bohn’s edition, 
1S54-) Strabo cites the following from the 
poet Arattis: 

__“Where the extremities of the West and 

East blend toother/’ 

Aratus was the poet quoted by St. Paul in 
his discourse on Mars* Hill (Areopagus), at 
Athens* 

Strabo and the others cited by him knew as 
well as Galileo that the earth is a globe. 

The calculations of astronomers now make 
the circumference of the globe at the equator 
24,899, in round numbers 25,000 miles. These 
computations are based on much more accurate 
measurements of the surface than any made 
by the ancients. 

That the Romans, as well as the Greeks, un¬ 
derstood that the earth is a sphere, and that it 
has five zones, one torrid, two temperate and 
two frigid, and that it has inhabitants who 
stand obliquely, and at right angles, and also 
exactly opposed to each other, can be abun¬ 
dantly seen in the work of Cicero, entitled 
‘'Samnium Seipionis” (the dream of Scipio), 
written between the years 60 and 50 B. C., 
being part of his greater work, De Republic®. 
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The story represents the younger Scipio re¬ 
lating his dream about the year 129 B. C. In 
the dream or vision the first Scipio (AfricamisJ 
appears to his adopted grandson, standing in 
the "Milky Way,” where the younger Scipio 
seemed to himself to be present; and the elder, 
in n wise and forcible discourse to the younger, 
urges upon him the vanity of expecting any 
great renown throughout the world, pointing 
out the condition of the globe. with its five 
zones. Of these, he considered the torrid and 
the two frigid as uninhabitable, and in those 
in which men lived great deserts and seas and 
regions of mountains separated them from each 
other. Some were living under the fame 
meridian, but in opposite latitudes, and stand¬ 
ing obliquely to each other, and others living 
in the same latitude, hut under opposite merid¬ 
ians, standing at right angles to each other; 
and yet others, under opposite meridians and in 
opposite latitudes, standing '‘adversos” (as 
antipodes) to one another. 

He speaks of the globe suspended among 
myriads in the "Great Temple of the Universe,*' 
and of the Moon as shilling by means of bor¬ 
rowed light, with divers other expressions such 
as a Masonic or philosophic teacher of the 
present time might well employ. These utter¬ 
ances show not only what was understood con¬ 
cerning the earth in the days of Cicero, but 
what was deemed proper by such a scholar as 
he, to be put in the mouths of wise men of 
former generations. 

We may well say that, from the days of the 
early Greeks until now the globular form of 
the earth has never been in dispute among 
astronomers Or learned men. of the Temples— 
though at times during the dark and middle 
ages men in high places in both the church or 
state, partaking of the general ignorance of 
the. times, have believed the earth to be flat. 
Further, we may very well believe that in 
far more ancient times the whole subject was 
better understood than l>y either Romans or 
Greeks. 


It was not the doctrine that the earth is a 
globe which was disputed by the churchmen of 
the time of Galileo, who feared that the Bible 
would be contradicted, but the theory that the 
earth rotates daily on its axis; and, what was 
■till more repugnant to the minds of the clergy, 
ns well as of some scientists? who urged them 
on, deeming it especially pious and meritorious 
to aid in humbling a more illustrious rival —the 
theory that the earth revolves annually around 
the aim. This was supposed, by them, to be 
distinctly contrary to holy writ, and therefore 
necessarily false, and much more, a presump¬ 
tuous profanation. 

Although direct evidence may not be acces¬ 
sible to show that the ancient Egyptians, Chal¬ 
deans, Phoenicians, and some others, under¬ 
stood the spherical form of the earth, yet from 
what we well know they did understand, we 
may confidently believe that the men who de¬ 
signed the pyramids, temples and other notable 
works of those nations, as well as the Hindoos, 
long centuries before the appearance of either 
Greeks or Romans among civilized nations, 
knew enough to understand the form of the 
earth. 

It has been by means of observation of the 
movements of the. heavenly bodies that men in 
all countries have been incited to a study of 
the form of the earth. Such observations soon 
reveal to thoughtful minds that it is impossible 
that the earth should be a plane, especially 
when they have knowledge of the countries 
north and south at any considerable distance. 

Such knowledge was within the reach of the 
astronomers who carried on the observation 
and study of the heavens in the most ancient 
times in alt countries above spoken of, for the 
dynasties which ruled at Memphis, Akkad, 
Nineveh, Thebes, Babylon, Susa, and in India 
and Ethiopia, extended their enterprises over 
vast regions north and scutii. The officers of 
the Chaldee and Assyrian monarchs, to say 
nothing of their ancient predecessors in the 
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same regions, were constantly traversing the 
countries from the southern shore of Arabia to 
the mountains and steppes of the regions about 
the. Caspian and Black Seas, and beyond. As 
to the Egyptians, their empire was ancient 
when Abraham left the old city of Ur to “go 
west" and dwell as a “cattle king” in the 
plains of Sodom. The river Nile, which was 
the center thread of the long and narrow land 
of the Pharaohs, ran almost due. north from the 
land of Ethiopia, in the south, to the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea; and thence the empire extended 
northwardly, around the eastern coast of that 
sea, to the farthest land of the Khetas (Hit- 
tites), far north of Palestine. There is pre¬ 
served in the British museum a letter or re¬ 
port written by an officer of Rhamscs II, who 
was sent on official business to Phoenicia—be¬ 
fore the exodus of the Israelites under Moses— 
in which he describes the condition of the cities 
tributary to Egypt, through w'hich he passed: 
“Gebal ,” or Byblos, “the. city of Mysteries,” 
Berytes, Sidon, Sarepta and Tyre , then only a 
fishing station. This was towards the close of 
the grand career of Sidon, the city which pre¬ 
ceded Tyre as chief commercial center of the 
Phoenician people. 

As the priests of the ancient Temples were 
the principal scholars and astronomers in 
Egypt, and also had great control in the gov¬ 
ernment, it is plain that they could have ample 
means of informing themselves of the appear¬ 
ances of the heavens in all those countries ages 
before the time of Hipparchus or Pythagoras or 
Moses. And they doubtless could apply such 
knowledge to the same use that Anaximander 
and Aristotle, with other Greek philosophers, 
did in the days of the first and second Temple 
of Jerusalem, especially considering that these 
last derived their sciences principally from 
those same Egyptian priests and the world-ex¬ 
ploring Phoenicians. 

One of the most remarkable natural mani¬ 
festations to be observed In traveling from the 
south to the north, which is repeated year by 
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year, and is impossible to explain on any other 
supposition than that the form of the earth u 
globular, is this: that in our own hemisphere 
the long days (and nights) grow longer as we 
go north . This could not be the case if the 
earth were flat, however much the sun might 
appear lower in the south (even supposing it 
close to the earth, as perhaps many of the an¬ 
cients believed). All such men as Aristarchus 
and Hipparchus, and the Egyptian and Chal¬ 
dean astronomers, could discern this as well as 
we. can today. The facts must have been well 
known to the people of the northern countries, 
whether any of them had ever crossed the 
equator or not; and they could thus learn that 
their part of the earth was globular in form, 
if nothing further. 

Whether or not the. two globes placed by the 
Tyrian artist on the two pillars of Solomon’s 
Temple were intended for terrestrial and 
celestial globes, as Masonic tradition asserts, 
there is one opinion which we can surely hold 
with confidence. That is, that when Tyre was 
at the height of her glory, as the successor of 
ancient Sidon, and the Phoenician ships had, 
during a thousand years and more, traversed 
the seas in regular voyages from all the Med¬ 
iterranean shores to the extremities of the 
Black Sea, and around through the Atlantic 
to Britain and Ireland, besides their adven¬ 
tures through the Red Sea and on both shores 
of Africa, and to the land of Ophir, their phil¬ 
osophers and scholars, who carried letters and 
science first to Greece, had the means of know¬ 
ing and well knew that the earth is a sphere. 

The truth is that such is the advance during 
late years in understanding the true character 
of ancient civilization, laws and knowledge, 
that it can not be long that any one claiming 
to be a scholar will question the knowledge of 
the ancients on this subject. Indeed, there are 
enough representations of the globe in the 
hands of the figures of their gods, or embellish¬ 
ing their headgear or thrones, and the like— 
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signifying them to be rulers of the world—to 
be found among the most ancient sculptures 
and paintings of the Hindoos, Chaldeans and 
Egyptians, to show that the idea of the earth 
as a globe, is coeval with the most ancient 
things of the human race which have come 
down to us. 

The same investigation of the restored frag¬ 
ments of ancient history, and of the sciences of 
remote ages, which has thrown such light on 
the intellectual and moral condition of the 
ancient world, has also given a new aspect and 
importance to the traditions of all the races— 
and they are now the subjects of earnest and 
active research by many of the leading scholars 
of the world. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE 

THE WINDING STAIRS 

Although the legend of the Winding’ Stairs 
forms an important tradition of Ancient Craft 
Masonry, the only allusion to it in Scripture 
is to be found in a single verse in the sixth 
chapter of the First Book of Kings, in these 
words: * 4 The door for the middle chamber was 
in the right side of the house; and they went 
up with winding stafrs into the middle cham¬ 
ber, and out of the middle into the third.” 

Out of this limited material has been con¬ 
structed an allegory, which, if properly con¬ 
sidered in its symbolical relations, will be 
found to be of surpassing beauty. But it is 
only as a symbol that we can regard the whole 
tradition, for the historical facts and the archi¬ 
tectural details forbid us to suppose for a mo¬ 
ment that the legend, as it is rehearsed in the 
Second Degree of Masonry, is anything more 
than a magnificent philosophical allegory. In 
the investigation of the true meaning of every 
Masonic symbol and allegory we must be gov¬ 
erned by the principle that the whole design 
of Freemasonry, as a speculative science, is the 
investigation of divine truth. To this great 
object everything is subsidiary. The Mason is, 
from the moment of hie initiation as an En¬ 


COMMENTARIES 


255 


tered Apprentice, to the time at which he re¬ 
ceives the full fruition of Masonic Light, an 
investigator—a laborer in the quarry of the 
Temple—whose reward is to be Truth , and tho 
ceremonies and traditions of the Order tend to 
this ultimate, design. Hence, there is in Spec¬ 
ulative Masonry always a progress, symbolized 
by its peculiar ceremonies of Initiation; there 
is an advancement from a low to a higher 
state; from darkness to light; from death to 
life; from error to truth. The candidate, is 
always ascending; he is never stationary; he 
never goes back, but each step he takes brings 
to him some new mental illumination—a knowl¬ 
edge of some more, elevated doctrine. The 
Winding Stairs is one of the most impressive 
and significant of all Masonic symbols. A 
critical examination of it will reveal the fact 
that it veils more different subjects than any 
other symbol. It exemplifies allegories, as well 
as symbolical truths j it embodies science as 
well as moral and spiritual significations. The 
splendor of its conception is one of the most 
illuminating examples of symbolical conceal¬ 
ment of divine truths practiced by our ancient 
brethren, from remotest time. The allusion to 
the Winding Stairs, as leading to the middle 
chamber of the Temple, is apparently but a 
veil to divert the mind and thus conceal many 
interesting truths. In the verse in First Kings, 
referring to the winding stairs, nothing is said 
concerning two columns at the beginning of 
the ascent of the stairs; no reference whatever 
concerning the globes upon the columns ; noth¬ 
ing to show the number of steps contained in. 
the stairway: or that they are divided into- 
three Beries, numbering three, jive and seven- 
steps. There is nothing in the reference to sig¬ 
nify the three grades or degrees of initiation. 
Not the slightest hint in the Book of Kings 
that the five steps bore any relation to a knowl¬ 
edge of the five Orders of Architecture; or the 
five senses of the human anatomy; not tho 
slightest indication therein that the seven steps 
led through all the liberal arts and sciences 
known to the ancient world, and that at the 
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top of the winding stairway would be found a 
sacred glyph* surrounded by brilliant, circular 
rays of effulgent and refulgent light and glory, 
reflecting the ineffable and unpronounceable 
name of the Lord of the Universe. A critical 
examination of this symbol will reveal that it 
is not to be associated at all, in its symbolic 
interpretation* with the Winding Stairs of the 
Temple, described in the 8th verse of First 
Kings. The fact is that the beautiful symbol 
is a compound symbol. It was manifestly con¬ 
structed by bringing into a single, picture 
several separate symbols to be found in the 
several degrees. Each separate part carries 
with it a peculiar significance of its own. Yet* 
when brought together into a single, symbol, it 
conceals effectively a Divine Science, as well as 
one of^the most sublime allegories to be found 
in the Masonic rites. It will be noticed that 
the, two columns and the globes thereon, are 
symbols belonging to the Entered Apprentice 
Degree; the first three steps are symbols be¬ 
longing to the Master's Degree; while the five 
and seven steps alluding to the five. Orders of 
Architecture, the five human senses, and the 
seven liberal arts and sciences, are essential 
parts of the Fellow-craft’s Degree. The sym¬ 
bol as a whole may be interpreted as depicting 
the Neophyte emerging from the profane world. 
He is about to begin his journey from darkness 
in search of moral, mental and spiritual light. 
If he succeeds in completing the journey, and 
in acquiring all the lessons inculcated, as he 
ascends to the heights, he has every encourage¬ 
ment to hope that he will attain a knowledge 
of divine truths. The Apprentice begins his 
symbolic journey of initiation in search of Ma¬ 
sonic light and knowledge at a point between 
replicas of the two columns. Those columns 
are undoubtedly intended to represent, with all 
their symbolic meaning, the columns of Jachin 
and Boaz, of King Solomon's Temple. The 
First Degree in Masonry, like the Lesser Mys¬ 
teries of the ancient systems of Initiation, is 
designed to be only a preparation and purifica¬ 
tion for something higher. The lessons re- 
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ceived in that Degree arc primarily intended 
to cleanse the heart and prepare the recipient 
for the mental, moral and spiritual illumination 
which is to be achieved in the succeeding De¬ 
grees. It is therefore in the Second Degree 
that the real intellectual work begins. A can¬ 
didate finds stretching out before him winding 
stairs, which seem to invite him, as it were, 
to ascend, and which, as the symbol of dis¬ 
cipline and instruction, teach him that he must 
commence his real Masonic labor- Heie he 
must enter upon those glorious, though diffi¬ 
cult, researches, the. end of which is to be the 
possession of divine truths. The laborious task 
of self-improvement is the duty now' placed 
before him. He cannot stand still, if he bt- 
worthy of his vocation. His destiny as an 
immortal soul requires him to ascend, step by 
step, until he has reached the summit, where 
the treasures of knowledge, as well as the 
ancient secrets of the Royal Art and sacred 
Science, await him. For the faithful perform¬ 
ance of this task a reward is promised. The 
reward of the improvement of all his intel¬ 
lectual faculties; the moral and spiritual eleva¬ 
tion of his character, and the acquisition of 
knowledge and wisdom. 

Thence, he proceeds onward and upward 
through the liberal arts and sciences, where he 
will find divine laws and supernal harmonies, 
by which the Great Architect creates, preserves 
and rules the wondrous universe in which we 
are fortunate enough to live. All this is 
finally and gloriously reflected at the very top 
of the stairs, M in that hieroglyphic bright, 
which none but true craftsmen can ever sec 
and fully comprehend." So then, at least on 
the surface, it appears that a rational explana¬ 
tion of the symbol of the winding stairs, is 
that it represents the progress of an inquiring 
mind and consecrated heart, through toils and 
labors of the intellect, in the acquisition of an 
understanding of the sciences displayed on the 
steps. Such is undoubtedly one of the prelim¬ 
inary steps toward the attainment of divine 
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truths. If this symbol did nothing more than 
to point out the pathway for the attainment of 
true Masonic light and knowledge, it should be 
one of the most treasured of all. However, it 
contains much more than a mere superficial in¬ 
spection discloses. The seeker after true Ma¬ 
sonic light will miss much if he remains satis¬ 
fied with the Monitorial explanation of the sym¬ 
bols displayed therein. In some instances such 
explanations are of a superficial nature. While 
they invariably proclaim important moral 
truths, and sometimes embody significant 
hints, in many cases, the explanations are de¬ 
signed to lead the thoughts entirely away from 
profoundcr truths, concealed in the symbol, be¬ 
cause they are so openly displayed. Reference 
has been made in other Chapters to some of the 
symbolical significations of portions of the 
winding stairs, and need not be repeated here. 
Reference was made in the chapter on the “Two 
Pillars of the Porch” to the possibility that the 
two columns Jachin and Boaz may indicate 
astronomical significations, and thus represent 
the relative position of the two Tropical lines 
between which the sun apparently moves from 
north to south in its journey between the sum¬ 
mer and winter solstices. It is at the southern 
tropic on the 21st to the 24th days of December, 
and at the northern tropic from the 21st to the 
24th of June, as indicated, also, by the. birth¬ 
days of the two Holy Saints John. If the two 
columns correctly represent the position of the 
two tropical lines, then it would follow logi¬ 
cally that the winding stairs would be a splendid 
symbolical representation of the, path the sun 
would follow in its annual course, between the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. Reflection 
upon this subject will prove most interesting to 
such as may be interested in the astronomical 
science believed to be concealed in our symbols. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR 

THE THREE STEPS OF THE 
WINDING STAIRS 

In the monitorial explanation, the three steps 
delineated upon the Master’s carpet, which are 
similar to the three steps upon the winding 
stairs, are said to be emblematical of the three 
principal stages of human life, viz: Youth, 
manhood, and age. But the number three also 
has other significant symbolical meanings. 

Everywhere among the ancients the number 
three was deemed the, most sacred of the num¬ 
bers. A reverence for its mystical virtues is to 
be found even among the Chinese, who say that 
nnmhers begin at one and are made, perfect at 
three, and hence they denote the multiplicity of 
any object by repeating the character which 
stands for it three times. In the philosophy of 
Plato, it was the. image of the Supreme Being, 
because it includes in itself the properties of 
the two first numbers, and because, as Aris¬ 
totle says, it contains within itself a beginning, 
a middle, and an end. The Pythagoreans called 
it perfect harmony. So sacred w T as this number 
deemed by the ancients that w'e find it desig¬ 
nating some of the attributes of almost all of 
the gods. The thunderbolt of Jove w as three- 
forked; the scepter of Neptune was a trident; 
Cerberus, the dog of Pluto, was three-headed; 
there were three Fates and three Furies; the 
sun had three names, Apollo, Sol, and Liber, 
and the moon three, Diana, Luna, and Hecate. 
The Druids paid no less regard to this sacred 
number, throughout their whole system, and 
reference is constantly made to its influence, 
and so far did their veneration for it extend, 
that even their sacred poetry was composed 
in triads . 

In all the Mysteries, from Egypt to Scan¬ 
dinavia, we find a sacred regard for the num¬ 
ber three . In the Rites of Mithras, the Em¬ 
pyrean was said to be supported by three in¬ 
telligences, Ormuzd, Mithra and Mithras. 1 In 






260 


MANUAL OF THE LODGE 


COMMENTARIES 


26 L 




the Rites of Hindustan, there was the trinity 
of Brahma, Vishnu and Siva. It was, in short, 
the general character of the Mysteries to have 
three principal officers and three grades of 
initiation. 

In Freemasonry the ternary is the most 
sacred of all the mystical numbers, beginning 
with the old axiom of the Roman Artificers, 
that tres faciunt collegium, or, “it requires 
three to make a college,” and in it is estab¬ 
lished the rule that not less than three shall 
congregate to form a Lodge- There lie at the 
base, of all the rites, whatever may he the 
number of superimposed grades, the three Sym- I 
holic Degrees . There are, in the Lodge, three 
principal officers, seated in triangular form; 
three supports; three greater and threje lesser 
lights; three movable and three immovable 
jewels; three principal tenets; three working 
tools of a Fellow-craft; thre>e principal orders 
of architecture; three chief human senses; 
three ancient Grand Masters; three ornaments 
of the Lodge, and other triads too numerous to 
enumerate here. In fact, everywhere in the 
system, the number three is presented as a 
prominent symbol, and so much is this the 
case, that the other mystical numbers depend 
upon it, for each is a multiple of three, its 
Bquarc or its cube* or derived from it. But in 
nothing is the Masonic signification of the 
ternary made more interesting than in its con¬ 
nection with the sacred Delta, or Equilateral 
Triangle, regarded as the symbol of Deity. The 
equilateral triangle appears to have been adopted 
by nearly all the nations of antiquity as a 
symbol of the Deity in some of His forms or 
emanations, and hence, probably, the prevail¬ 
ing influence of this symbol was carried into 
the Jewish system where the letter YOD, with¬ 
in the triangle, was made to represent the Tet- 
ragrammaton, or four-lettered sacred name of 
God. Viewed in the light of the doctrines of 
those who gave it currency as a divine symbol, 
the equilateral triangle represents Deity, the 
Creator and Container of all things as one and 


indivisible, manifesting himself in an infinity 
of forms and attributes in this visible universe. 
The equilateral triangle was considered by the 
Egyptians as the most perfect of figures, and 
a representative of the, great principle of ani¬ 
mated existence, each of its sides referring to 
one of the three departments of creation, the 
mineral, the animal, and the vegetable, king¬ 
doms, which may be said to be the Divine Order 
in Nature. All nalure is divisible into three 
Degrees. It has three states—gaseous, liquid, 
and solid; it is said to have three, regions— 
the celestial, terrestrial, and infernal. There 
arc three zones—the frigid, temperate, and 
torrid. The mineral kingdom may be divided 
into three major Degrees—stones, clays and 
soils. The waters of the earth are of three 
major divisions, salt, fresh, and mineral. The 
vegetable kingdom is susceptible of division 
into three major degrees—trees, shrubbery and 
grasses. The animal kingdom, likewise of ani¬ 
mals, fowls, and insects. On the human plane, 
the same triad operates, in the. physical, intel¬ 
lectual and spiritual nature of man. Thus, it 
will be seen, the three degrees in nature con¬ 
stitute a divine order, and are constant, from 
the grossest form, of the mineral division, to 
the highest form of the intellectual and spir¬ 
itual forces. , In all of the ancient temples, and 
in all of the faiths of mankind, the Deity is 
characterized as a Trinity, and ail of the an¬ 
cient nations had three names to personify 
their triune Gods. 

Time itself can be divided into Only three 
grand degrees; past, present and future. In 
music, three is said to be the mistress, because 
a harmony contains three symphonies. Ezekiel 
XIV, 14, mentions three men who saw crea¬ 
tion, destruction and restoration; Noah of the 
Old World; Daniel of the Jewish World, Jeru¬ 
salem; and Job of his private world. There 
were three cities of refuge on each side of the 
Jordan., The first division of the winding stairs 
consists of three steps, which taken in connec¬ 
tion with the five and seven steps, forms the 
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number fifteen, which represented in the Jew¬ 
ish Kabala a part of the Ineffable Name, still 
preserved as a part of the Grand Omnific word 
of the Royal Arch, and they also correspond 
to the fifteen steps of the Temple which Icvd 
from the Court of the Gentiles to that of the 
Israelites. The student of Masonic Symbolism 
will find it profitable to Bcnrch out the sym¬ 
bolical meanings of the presence and persis¬ 
tence of these triads in the Masonic rites and 
ceremonies. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE 

THE FIVE SENSES 

The five senses of hearing, seeing, feeling, 
smelling and tasting are introduced into the 
lecture of the Fellow-craft, as a part of the in¬ 
structions of that Degree. As these senses are 
the avenues by which the mind receives its per¬ 
ception of things exterior to it, and thus be¬ 
comes the storehouse of ideas, they are most 
appropriately referred to that Degree in Ma¬ 
sonry whose professed object is the pursuit and 
acquisition of knowledge. The explanation 
given of these senses in the Manual is suf¬ 
ficiently clear without requiring further eluci¬ 
dation in the Commentaries . However, the 
number of the senses, and the steps of the 
winding stairs associated with them, conceal 
another signification. Among the Pythago¬ 
reans five w # as a mystical number, because it 
was formed by the union of the first even 
number, and the first odd, rejecting unity; and 
hence it symbolized for them the mixed condi¬ 
tions of order and disorder, happiness and mis¬ 
fortune, life and death. The same union of the 
odd and even, or male and female numbers, 
made it the symbol of marriage. Among the 
Greeks it was a symbol of the world, because, 
says Diodorus, “it represented ether and the 
four elements.” It was a sacred round num¬ 
ber among tho Hebrews. In Egypt, India and 
other Oriental Nations, says Gescnius, the five 
minor planets, and the five elements, and ele¬ 
mentary powers were accounted sacred. " It 


was the Pentas of the Gnostics and of the 
Hermetic philosophers. It was the symbol of 
their quintessence—the fifth or highest essence 
of pow r er in a natural body. 

In Masonry, five is said to be a sacred num¬ 
ber, inferior in importance to only three and 
seven . It is especially significant in the Fel¬ 
low-craft degree, where five arc required to 
hold a Lodge, and in the Winding Stairs, the 
five, steps refer to the orders of architecture 
and the human senses. In the Third Degree, 
we find the reference to tho five points of fel¬ 
lowship, and their symbol, the five-pointed 
star. Geometry, too, which is deemed synony¬ 
mous with Masonry, is called the fifth science, 
and in fact, throughout nearly all the degrees 
of Masonry we find abundant allusions to five 
as a sacred or mystical number. 

The early Christians reverenced the number 
five, because it represented to them the num¬ 
ber of wounds inflicted upon tho body of Christ. 
In Roman marriage ceremonies it was cus¬ 
tomary to light five tapers and to admit the 
guests by fives. The Jews classed a bride’s 
attendants by fives, five wise and five foolish 
virgins. The, Jewish references to five are 
many—five gifts to the priests; five things 
which might only be eaten in the camp; not 
to eat fruit from a tree until it was five years 
old. The trespass offerings imposed on the 
Philistines were five golden emerods and five 
golden mice; Joseph gave Benjamin five suits 
of raiment; Joseph presented only five of his 
brethren to Pharaoh; David took five pebbles 
when he went to fight Goliath; there are five 
articles of belief in the Mohammedan faith—in 
Ali; in angels; in the Prophet; in the day of 
judgment;, and in predestination. The five 
duties of a member of the Christian church are 
to keep Holy the festivals; to observe the 
fasts; to attend public worship; to receive the 
sacraments, and to adhere to the worship of 
the church. St. Paul said he preferred to 
speak five words in a language understood by 
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his hearer, than 10,000 in an unknown tongue. 
The pentalpha, or five-pointed star, is an end¬ 
less complex set of angles; it forms five copies 
of the capital letter "A”; it is also called 
pentacle, and was said to be a device on the 
signet of the ancient Grand Master of the Mys¬ 
teries. These references to the signification of 
the number five are. set forth in order to direct 
the students interested to the number philos¬ 
ophy of Pythagoras, and of the Hebrew Kabala, 
the ancient sources of light on the subject. 
Five is the number value of the Hebrew letter 
H, which appears twice in the sacred Tetra- 
grammaton, or ineffable name of Deity. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX 

THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND 
SCIENCES 

We are indebted to the scholastic philos¬ 
ophers of the middle ages for the nomenclature 
by which they distinguished the seven sciences 
then best known to them. Out of the meta¬ 
phorical age in which they lived, they called 
the two classes into which they divided them 
the Trivium , or the meeting of three roads, and 
the Quadrivium, or meeting of four roads, call¬ 
ing grammar, logic, and rhetoric the Trivium , I 
and arithmetic, geometry, music, and astron¬ 
omy the Quadrivium. These they styled the 
seven liberal arts and sciences, to distinguish 
them from the mechanical arts, which were 
practiced by the handicraftsmen. Mosheim, 
speaking of the state of literature in the elev¬ 
enth century, uses the following language: 
"The seven liberal arts, as they were now 
styled, were taught in the greatest part of the 
schools that were erected in this century for 
the education of youth. The first stage of 
these sciences was grammar, which was fol¬ 
lowed successively by rhetoric and logic. When 
the disciple, having learned these branches, 
which were generally known by the name of 
Trivium> extended his ambition further, and 
was desirous of new improvement in the sci¬ 
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ences, he was conducted slowly through the 
Quadrivium, arithmetic, music, geometry and 
astronomy, to the very summit of literary 
fame.” 

In ancient times, one who had mastered the 
seven liberal arts and sciences had reached the 
rank of philosopher. As a part of the symbol¬ 
ism of Masonry, the number of seven liberal 
arts and sciences, like the number of the steps 
of the winding stairs, representing the five 
senses and the five orders of architecture, is 
significant. Seven of the steps on the winding 
stairs are devoted to the seven liberal arts and 
sciences. The word seven, say the followers 
of Pythagoras, was so called from the Greek 
verb “sebo,” to venerate , (and from the He¬ 
brew' “Shbo,” seven; or satisfied, abundance), 
being Septos, “Holy,” or “Divine.” The num¬ 
ber seven was peculiarly sacred in the school 
of Pythagoras, and was likewise a sacred num¬ 
ber in all the ancient Temples of Initiation. 
Among the coincidences* relating to the num¬ 
ber, may be mentioned the seven planets known 
to the ancients, and the Lyre, with seven 
strings, corresponding to the planets. Among 
the Hebrews, oaths were confirmed by seven 
witnesses or by seven victims offered in sac¬ 
rifice, or, as the covenant betw'een Abraham 
and Abirnclech, by seven lambs. (Genesis 21, 
v. 28.) Clean beasts were admitted into the 
Ark by sevens, and the unclean only in pairs. 
The Ark touched ground in the seventh month, 
and the dove was sent out on the seventh day, 
and again on the seventh day thereafter. Joseph 
interpreted Pharaoh's dream to mean seven 
years of plenty, and seven years of famine, in¬ 
dicated by seven fat and seven lean kino* and 
seven full and seven blasted cars of corn. 

Nebuchadnezzar was a beast seven years. By 
the old law* man was commanded to forgive 
his offending brother seven times; but under 
the new dispensation, seventy times seven. In 
the destruction of Jericho, seven priests bore 
seven trumpets seven days; on the seventh day 
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they compassed the walls seven times, after 
which the walls fell. 

Miriam was cleansed of leprosy after being 
shut out of the camp seven days; Solomon was 
seven years in building the Temple, at the dedi¬ 
cation of which he feasted seven days; in the 
Temple were seven lamps; seven days were ap¬ 
pointed for an atonement upon the altar; the 
children of Israel ate unleavened bread seven 
days; Abraham paid Abimelech seven ewe 
lambs for a well; Jacob served seven years 
for Rachel; and repeated the service after his 
marriage; Joseph mourned seven days for 
Jacob; under the Mosaic law, a man defiled 
was unclean seven days; Job’s friends sat seven 
days and seven nights, and offered seven bul¬ 
locks and seven rams as an atonement for their 
wickedness; St. John describes, in the Apoca¬ 
lypse, the Son of Man standing in the midst 
of seven candle sticks, holding seven stars in 
his right hand, and out of his mouth went a 
sharp two-edged sword, and his countenance 
was as the sun shining in his strength. The 
Goths had seven deities, from whom come the 
names of the days of our week: Sun, Moon, 
Tuisco, Woden, Thor, Friga, Sactur; corre¬ 
sponding, of course, to the planets. There 
were seven wise men of Greece, and seven 
wonders of the world. The moon passes through 
stages of seven days in increase, full, decrease 
and renewal. Naaman was ordered by Elisha 
to dip seven times in Jordan, to cleanse himself 
from leprosy; also note the seven years for 
repentance; seven churches of Asia; seven 
angels with trumpets; seven candle-sticks of 
the Holy Places; seven trumpets; seven kings; 
seven thousand slain; seven vials of wrath to 
be poured out, referred to in the Apocalypse; 
seven members form an Entered Apprentice 
Lodge; there are seven vowels in the English 
language. Our physical senses, known as five, 
are an incomplete set. There are* indeed seven 
forms or modes of perception, as appear in the 
highest developments, and as described in the 
oldest Sanskrit occult science of the Upanishada; 
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—sm«n, taste, sight, touch, hearing and the 
sixth, mental perception , the seventh spiritual 
understanding. The two latter were not 
dwarfed and materialized into noticeable or¬ 
gans, but nevertheless seem to function. The 
constant use of the number seven in all the 
religions systems of mankind vests it with sym¬ 
bolic significations of more than passing in¬ 
terest. It is composed of the numbers three 
and four, the first perfect odd and even num¬ 
bers, symbolized in Masonry by the compasses 
forming a triangle, and the square represent¬ 
ing the number four. The triangle, in one of 
its meanings, signifies spirit, and the square, 
matter, and since all living things must pos¬ 
sess both in some form or proportion, it can 
be seen that the question is an important one. 
It is difficult for the modern mind to under¬ 
stand the complex system employed by the 
ancients in concealing their science, and doc¬ 
trines under a system of numbers. Their lan¬ 
guages did not possess figures as we have 
them, but their numbers were composed of cer¬ 
tain letters of their alphabets, so that words 
also meant numbers, and numbers could be 
translated into words. To understand the sym¬ 
bolism more perfectly, one must search out 
the signification of the number seven in the 
philosophy of numbers as taught by Pythag¬ 
oras, and also by the Hebrew Kabala. It would 
be a mistake to regard the use of numbers for 
symbolic purposes, as practised by the ancients, 
as a mere superstition. Many of the wonder¬ 
ful and mysterious laws of nature are governed 
by the science of numbers. For example, in 
the realm of sound, or music, there can be but 
seven full tones or notes in the chromatic scale, 
the eighth note is invariably a reproduction of 
a lower note in a higher octave. Light con¬ 
tains only seven primal colors, three of which 
are primary, and four are secondary, as shown 
by the prism, and as reflected by the rainbow. 
Time was originally divided into weeks of seven 
days to correspond with the four phases of the 
moon, monthly. There are seven orifices*™ 
the human head through which the four senses 
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of hearing, smelling, tasting and seeing func¬ 
tion, while the fifth sense of feeling function* 
through a system of nerves containing seven 
major ganglia, or centers, three of which are 
located in the head, and four in the body. It 
would seem, therefore, that we should fully 
investigate the hidden significance of the num¬ 
ber philosophy of the ancients before we scoff 
at it as a mere superstition. The seven steps 
on the Winding Stairs undoubtedly conceal a 
mystery and when taken into combination with 
the three and five steps, total the number fif¬ 
teen. Fifteen is the number value of a word 
in the Hebrew language forming the first syl¬ 
lable of the grand Omnific word of the Royal 
Arch Degree, and is a contraction of the In¬ 
effable name of Deity, which could never be 
spoken aloud except by the High Priest, once 
a year, at the feast of atonement, and then only 
in the inner-most sanctuary. 

Of the seven liberal arts and sciences de¬ 
picted upon the winding’ stairs* the subjects* 
Grammar* Rhetoric, Logic, and Arithmetic are 
sufficiently explained in the Manual so as not 
to require special treatment in the Commen¬ 
taries. Since the revision restores the explana¬ 
tions given in the principal jurisdictions of the 
world, the language of the older Texas mon¬ 
itors on these subjects is set forth below in 
order to preserve it in the literature of the 
Grand Lodge. It seems to have been original, 
appearing in 1853 in Taylor's Monitor. Few 
jurisdictions carry the wording, and those that 
do so seem to have copied it from the Texas 
Monitors. While in many respects the lan¬ 
guage excels, in beauty of diction, the older 
language universally employed, it has been re¬ 
moved in the interest of uniformity and to con¬ 
form to ancient usage. 

GRAMMAR 

'-Is the key by which alone a door can be 
opened to the understanding of speech. It is 
Grammar which reveals the admirable art of 
language and unfolds its various constituent 
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parts, its names, definitions and respective of¬ 
fices; it unravels, as it were, the thread of 
which the web of speech is composed. These 
reflections seldom occur to any one before their 
acquaintance with the art; yet it is most cer¬ 
tain that, without a knowledge of Grammar, it 
is very difficult to speak with propriety, pre¬ 
cision and purity.” 

RHETORIC 

"It is by Rhetoric that the art of speaking 
eloquently is acquired. To be an eloquent 
speaker, in the proper sense of the word, is 
far from being either a common or an easy 
attainment; it is the art of being persuasive 
and commanding; the art not only of pleasing 
the fancy, but of speaking both to the under¬ 
standing and to the heart.” 

LOGIC 

"Is that science which directs us how to form 
clear and distinct ideas of things, and there¬ 
by prevents us from being misled by their si¬ 
militude, or resemblance. Of all the human 
sciences, that concerning man is certainly moat 
worthy of man. The precise business of Logic 
is to explain the nature of the human mind, 
and the proper manner of conducting its sev¬ 
eral powers in the attainment of truth and 
knowledge,. This science ought to be cultivated 
as the foundation, or groundwork of our in¬ 
quiries; particularly in the pursuit of those 
sublime principles which claim our attention 
as Masons." 


MUSIC 

"Is that elevated science which affects the 
passions by sound. There are few who have 
not felt its charms and acknowledged its ex¬ 
pressions to be intelligible to the heart. It is a 
language of delightful sensation, far more elo¬ 
quent than words; it breathes to the ear the 
clearest intimations; it touches, and gently agi¬ 
tates the agreeable and sublime passions; it 
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wraps us in melancholy, and elevates us in 
joy; it dissolves and inflames; it melts us in 
tenderness and excites to war. This science is 
truly congenial to the nature of man* for, by 
its powerful charms, the most discordant pas¬ 
sions may be harmonized and brought into per¬ 
fect unison, but it never sounds with such 
seraphic harmony as when employed in sing¬ 
ing hymns of gratitude to the Creator of the 
Universe.” 


ASTRONOMY 

“Is that sublime science which inspires the 
contemplative mind to soar aloft and read tho 
wisdom, strength, and beauty of the great 
Creator in the heavens. How nobly eloquent 
of the Deity is the celestial hemisphere!— 
spangled with the most magnificent heralds of 
His infinite glory! They speak to the. whole 
universe; for there is neither speech so bar¬ 
barous but their language is understood, nor 
nations so distant but their voices are heard 
among them. 

** 4 The heavens proclaim the glory of God; 

The firmament declareth the works of 
His hands.* 

"Assisted by astronomy, we ascertain the 
laws which govern the heavenly bodies, and by 
which their motions are directed; investigate 
the power by which they circulate in their 
orbs, discover their size* determine their dis¬ 
tance, explain their various phenomena, and 
correct the fallacy of the senses by the light 
of truth.” 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN 

ASTRONOMY 

Astronomy is the science which instructs us 
in the laws that govern the heavenly bodies. 
Its origin is lost in the mist of antiquity; for 
the earliest inhabitants of the earth must have 
been attracted by the splendor of the glorious 
firmament ahove them, and have sought, in 
the motions of its luminaries, for the readiest 
and most certain method of measuring time. 

The earliest notions of the majesty and power 
of Almighty God were derived from contempla¬ 
tion of the glories of the starry universe. Tho 



Our solar system , surrounded by the twelve 
signs forming the belt of the Zodiac , with the 
appropriate constellations , signs and symbols 
thereof . Showing also the planets and orbits 
thereof . The diagram also shows the correct 
position of the min in the center. A point within 
a circle , is therefore a fitting symbol of the sun 
in the center of out solar universe . 
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sacred writings of all times and regions ar© 
replete with astronomical allusions, and Ma¬ 
sonry abounds with them. When we grasp 
the idea that our universe as a whole was con¬ 
sidered the temple or habitation of its Creator, 
then we can understand why men sought to 
construct symbolic representations of the stu¬ 
pendous whole, and thereby preserve for the 
Initiates of future generations, their discoveries 
of sublime processes, which they saw going on 
in the mysterious depths of the Cosmos, and 
thus testify, in the strongest manner possible, 
to their realization of their own share in the 
eternal plan and scheme of things. 

With Astronomy, the system of Freemasonry 
is intimately connected. From that science 
many of our most significant emblems are bor¬ 
rowed. The Lodge itself is a representation 
of the world; it is adorned with images of the 
sun and moon, whose regularity and precision 
furnish a lesson of wisdom and prudence. Its 
pillars of Stvenyth and £stflbiish»i.ent have 
been compared to the two columns which the 
ancients placed at the equinoctial points, as 
supporters of the arch of Heaven. The Blazing 
Star (which was, among the Egyptians, a 
symbol of Anubis or the Dog star, the most 
majestic and brilliant star in the heavens, the 
astronomical name of which is Sirius, and in 
rising foretold the overflowing of the Nile), 
shone in the east of the ancient Lodges, while 
the clouded canopy was decorated with the 
beautiful Pleiades. The sciences of astronomy 
and geometry are intimately connected, and we 
are dependent upon them for the knowledge we 
possess of the divine order of the universe, and 
the mighty forces which regulate its move¬ 
ments, and maintain its equilibrium. The 
earnest Masonic student will learn much of the 
true signification of Masonic symbolism by 
thoroughly investigating these sciences. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT 

TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC 

The Zodiac is said to be. a series of constella¬ 
tions completely encircling our own solar sys¬ 
tem. There are twelve constellations in the 
series, each occupying rbout 30 degrees of the 
arc of their circle. In width, the belt extends 
about eight degrees on each side of the ecliptic, 
or the apparent path of the sun. The sun, and 
all the planets connected with our solar sys¬ 
tem, seem to rise in the east, ascend to the 
zenith, and finally set > the west. In so doing 
they appear to trave. along much the same 
path through the sky, which path is clearly 
outlined by the belt of constellations forming 
the twelve Signs of the. Zodiac. 

The number twelve was a sacred number in 
all of the ancient mysteries. Likewise it has a 
significant part in the second section of the 
Master’s Degree. Among the notable instances 
in which the number twelve plays an im¬ 
portant part, may be mentioned the twelve sons 
of Jacob, who foundc 1 the twelve tribes; the 
group of twelve apostles; the. twelve stones of 
the breastplate of the Jewish High Priest; 
twelve months in the year. Groups of twelve 
gods are to be noticed in the religions of many 
of the ancient nations, as the Chaldeans, 
Etruscans, and Romans. In Scandinavia, the 
Great Odin had twelve names; and there are 
twelve signs in the zodiac, which form the belt 
of constellations completely surrounding our 
solar system, and through which the paths of 
th:« sun and the planets of our solar system 
continually pass, without wandering there¬ 
from, in their apparent courses from east to 
west. The twelve labors of Hercules, in one 
meaning, symbolize the course of the sun, and 
its labors in the tvelve houses represented by 
the twelve signs of the zodiac. Likewise, Jo¬ 
sephus informs us that the twelve jewels in the 
breastplate of the High Priest symbolize, in 
one aspect, the twelve signs. The twelve signs 
of the zodiac, together with the planets of our 
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solar system, bear an intimate relation to th« 
symbolism, rites and ceremonies of Ancient 
Craft Masonry. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE 

GEOMETRY 

In the modern rituals, geometry is said to he 
the basis on which the superstructure of Ma¬ 
sonry is erected: and in the old Constitution* 
of Mediaeval Freemasons of England, the most 
prominent place of all the sciences is given to 
geometry, which is made synonymous with Ma¬ 
sonry, Thus in the Halliwell MS,, which dates 
not later than the latter part of the fourteenth 
century, the Constitutions of Masonry are 
called "the Constitutions of the art of gcom* 
ctry according to Euclid,” the words geometry 
and masonry being used indifferently through¬ 
out the document; and in the Harleian MS., 
it 19 said “thus the Craft Geometry was gov¬ 
erned there, and that Worthy Master (Euclid) 
gave, it the name of Geometry, and it is called 
Masonric in this land long after.” In an¬ 
other part of the same MS. it is thus defined: 
“The fifth science is called Geometry, and it 
teaches a man to mete and measure the earth 
and other things, which science is Masonrit," 

The Egyptians were undoubtedly one of the 
first nations who cultivated Geometry as a 
science, "It was not less useful and necessary 
to them,” as Goguet observes, {Orig. ties Lois, 
I, iv, 4) “in the affairs of life, than agreeable 
to their speculative philosophical genius,” Hence 
it is not strange that Euclid, the most famous 
of geometricians, should be spoken of in all the 
old records as the founder of Masonry in 
Egypt. 

Geometry and astronomy had reached a high 
degree of development in Chaldea before the 
day of Abraham. The 47 th,, Problem, ac¬ 
credited to Euclid, is said to have been the 
discovery of Pythagoras, 530 years before the 
Christian era. He was instructed in the science 
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by Thales, as well as by the Priest Initiates 
of the Temples of Egypt. 

The question may be justly asked, in what 
manner is Masonry said to be associated with 
the science of Geometry, and of what impor¬ 
tance is it to us in this modern age? 

Geometry, called hy Masons “the noblest of 
sciences,” is the very one by which the astound¬ 
ing secrets of the heavens have been disclosed 
by the. Masters of Astronomy. It can be seen, 
on further examination by any careful student, 
ihat no other science could take its place for 
this purpose. 

In the first place it is an exact science. It 
19 also a science of quantity, and when applied 
to surfaces of any form, by means of proper 
figures, the actual truths concerning areas, 
parts and proportions, if not in all cases per¬ 
ceived by the eye, can, by knowledge of geo¬ 
metric principles, and proficiency in their ap¬ 
plication, be made conclusively apparent to the 
mind, leaving no doubt at all. 

It, therefore, begins to appear why Masonry 
is said to be founded on Geometry. The sjfwt- 
bolic Lodge must necessarily be founded upon 
an exact science, and one whose principles are 
the same in every country, language and age. 

The very difficult nature of the science ren¬ 
ders it a safe depository for truths which the 
ancient Initiates deemed unwise to communi¬ 
cate to the ignorant, vicious and unworthy 
profane. 

It is noticeable that some of the important 
implements used in connection with the science 
of Geometry occupy the most exalted positions 
in the symbolic work of the Lodge. Among 
such implements the highest places are held 
by those two most familiar in common use, the 
Compasses and Square. For these are two of 
the three "Great Lights” and are also dis¬ 
tinguished as being a part of the "Furniture 
of the Lodge.” 
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The square, is not only one of the Great 
Lights, but also one of the Jewels of the 
Lodge, and the principal one of those called 
immovable, and is worn by the Worshipful Mas¬ 
ter in the East* he being the highest sym¬ 
bolical character in the Lodge. 

The wonderful discrimination in the. order 
of Masonic Symbolry is strikingly shown in 
this* that the compasses are not reckoned 
among the jewels, either of the Lodge or the 
three principal officers, while the Square, Level 
and Plumb constitute both sets f The compasses 
have no fixed lines or angles, while the right 
angle outlined by the square is fixed and def¬ 
inite. It is not practical to give a full explana¬ 
tion of the deeper signification of these imple¬ 
ments and their angles in this brief outline. 
Those who may desire further light on the sub¬ 
ject will greatly profit by an examination of 
Bronx well's “Restoration of Masonic Geoinetry 
and SymbolryJ* 

Suffice It to say that if the symbolic Lodge 
is a figure of the Universe, with the earth 
representing its floor, and the highest heavens 
its covering, no other science than that of 
Geometry can define the proportion and rela¬ 
tion of all its parts with each other, and re¬ 
veal the laws fay which it functions. The right 
angle contained in the Masters Square, and 
not the metal of the implement, is the real 
jewel of the Symbolic Lodge. The Geometric 
figure, the Master's jewel, is the right angle 
of ninety degrees, exhibited by the square, 
and is the essential figure in the 47th. f prob¬ 
lem of Euclid* 

There are two important triangles in Masonic 
Geometry: First, the equilateral triangle, rep¬ 
resented by the compasses, when opened on 
the proper degree or angle, and represented by 
the three columns and three lesser lights in the 
symbolic Master's Lodge; and second, the. right- 
angled triangle formed by the Master’s Square, 
and represented by innumerable triads found 
in Masonic Symbolism- 
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There is, and can he, only one equilateral tri¬ 
angle-let their several sizes or areas be what 
they may* It may be regarded therefore, in 
one of its aspects, as an appropriate symbol in 
Geometry of the Divine Creator , Who is, in the 
as well as in the things, the 

same. It represents the creative force and 
power, the all producing cause, as distinguished 
from His works or manifestations, symbolized 
by the square. The Hebrews always symbolize 
the Deity by an equilateral triangle, enclosing 
the glyph or initial of the Ineffable Name, 
The right angled triangle is capable of form¬ 
ing an infinite variety of triangles, dependent 
upon the length of either or both of the arms 
forming the angle of ninety degrees. 

In its multiple forms, it may be regarded as 
a fitting symbol of nature, the Divine existence, 
the work or manifestation of the Divine, in 
form and material operation, to wit, the uni¬ 
verse* 

The triangle is the first and simplest form 
possible in geometry', of which all other forms 
are composed t so it must be said that the circle 
is the most comprehensive form possible in 
geometry, in which all other forms are con¬ 
tained. For these reasons these three figures 
(the two triangles and the circle) have been 
used from time immemorial to represent the 
Deity and His works; that is, the. whole—all in 
a [I_passibIe to mention from primary to ul¬ 
timate. And, indeed in their proper connec¬ 
tions and coordinations, these figures in Ma¬ 
sonry symbolically represent* in a certain sense, 
the entire complex: of God, Spirit* mind, man, 
beast, world and matter in all their forms 
whatsoever—the two triangles representing the 
Divine Being and the Divine Order (existence.), 
and the circle, the completion, completeness and 
unity of the whole. 

The compasses being the implements used in 
forming and proving circles, and when open, 
containing between its extended points the tj~L 
angle r which two are the "Alpha and Omega 
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of sreotitetric figures, this instrument ia the ono 
and only onc ? when rig-htly opened and applied 
to th^> square or right angled triangle, to form 
the second Great Light* 

It should not be, very difficult here to un¬ 
derstand why the ancients regarded the triangle 
as the proper symbol of the “AH Producing 
Cause,” and a little examination and reflection 
should show why they made the square "the 
emblem of matter* whereof all things are com- 
posed ?p ; that is, all things cognizable by means 
of the bodily senses. For these two triangles, 
ihe equilateral represented by the compasses 
and the right angled by the tfQjidre* are 
“Great Lights” for the reason that one repre¬ 
sents the Divine Being in His essence and the 
other the Divine Being in His existence, or 
Manifestations. Further the equilateral triangle 
represents, in a leaser degree, the same prin¬ 
ciple in man* as it is from that source that he 
has his being, and this is why the double in¬ 
terlaced triangle, “the Seal of David* 1, repre¬ 
sents the Divine Humanity, the image of God 
in man f while the square with its two sides is 
said to represent the other two sides of man. 
his physical and intellectual nature, that is to 
say r the points of the compasses conjoined with 
the two amts of the square* 

For these, and many more cogent reasons* 
the two implements of Geometry and the Op¬ 
erative craft* called the Compasses and the 
Square, are the proper and only material forms 
to be placed in a certain ordejr—according to 
Degree—to form* when combined, two Great 
symbolic Lights of Masonry, They signify the 
first principles of the philosophy, the science 
and the art of the craft, which may be said to 
be the unification of all its sciences, geom¬ 
etry, astronomy, numbers and the others, to¬ 
gether with all such as serve to explore* de¬ 
velop and explain, the mysteries of life; of 
existence; and of the universe about us. 

The importance of geometry in the realms of 
nature is beautifully exemplified in ait in¬ 


spiring Masonic allocution, said to be from 
the pen. of the venerable Albert Pike. It is 
called, from one, of its allusions, the Dew-Drop 
Lecture, and may be quoted with effect as re¬ 
flective of the working of the ancient mind 
in the presence of the manifold wonders of 
nature: 

“If we consider the symmetry and order 
which govern all the works of creation we must 
admit that geometry pervades the universe. The 
ancient philosophers placed such a high esti¬ 
mate upon this science that all who frequented 
the groves of the sacred academy were com¬ 
pelled to explore its heavenly paths, and no one 
whose mind was unexpanded by its precepts 
was entrusted with the instruction of the 
young. 

“If by the aid of the telescope we bring the 
planets within the range of our observation 
and by the microscope view particles too mi¬ 
nute for the eye unaided to behold, we find 
them all pursuing the several objects of their 
creation in accordance with the fixed plan of 
the Almighty. 

“By geometry we may curiously trace na¬ 
ture through her various windings to her most 
concealed recesses; by it we discover how the 
planets move in their respective orbits, and 
demonstrate their various revolutions; by it we 
account for the return of the seasons, and the 
variety of scenes which each season displays to 
the discerning eye; by it we discover the 
power, wisdom and goodness of the «rand 
Artificer of the Universe, and view with de¬ 
light the proportions which connect this vast 
machine. Numberless worlds are around us, 
all framed by the same Divine Artist, which 
roll through the vast expanse, and are all gov¬ 
erned by the same unerring law of nature. 

A DIVINE GEOMETRY 

“By geometry He rounds the dew-drop, points 
the pyrnmidical icicle which hangs from thatch 
bound roof, bends into a graceful curve the 
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foaming- cataract, paints His bow of beauty 
upon the canvas of a summer shower, assim¬ 
ilates the sugar to the diamond, and in the fis¬ 
sures of the earth-bound rocks forms gorgeoilfl 
caverns, thick set with starry gems. By it 
He taught the bee to store its honey in pris¬ 
matic cells, the wild goose, to range her flight 
arul the noble eagle to wheel and dart upon its 
prey and the wakesomc lark, God's earliest 
worshipper, to hymn its matin song in spiral 
flight. 

“By it He forms the tender lens of the del* 
irate eye, rounds the blushing cheek of beauty, 
curves tlie ruby Hp and fashions the swelling 
breast that throbs in unison with a gushing 
heart. By it He paints the cheek of autumn’s 
mellow fruit, forms in moulds of graceful 
symmetry the gentle dove, marks the myriad 
circles on the peacock's gaudy train, and decks 
the plumage of ten thousand warblers of His 
praise that animate the. woody shade. 

“By it He fashions the golden carp, decks the 
silvery perch, forms all fish of every fin and 
tribe that course the majestic ocean, cut the 
placid lake or swim in gentle brook, Nay P 
more, even the glassy element in which they 
dwell, when by gentle zephyrs stirred, sends its 
chasing waves in graceful curves by GotTs own 
finger traced in parallel. Above* beneath, 
around us all the vrork of His hands, animate 
and inanimate, but prove as Plato, the first 
of the philosophers justly deemed, that God 
geometrizes continually, 

“But if in an would witness the highest e vi¬ 
dence of geometrical perfection, let him step 
out of the rude construction of his own hands 
and view the wide o ? er-«preading canopy of 
the stars, whether Fised as centres of vast sys¬ 
tems, or all noiselessly pursuing their geo¬ 
metrical paths in accordance with the never 
changing laws of nature. Nay, more, the vast 
fields of illimitable space are all formed of an 
infinitude of circles, traced by the compasses 
of the Almighty Architect, Whose every w f ork 
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is set by the Level, adjusted by the Plumb* and 
perfected by the Square; for He Who stretch- 
eth the earth upon emptiness ami fixeth the 
foundation thereof upon nothing, so that it 
cannot he moved, can bind the sweet influence 
of the Pleiades or loose the bands of Orion. 

In conclusion of this great subject, barely 
touched, permit me to say that the 47th., Prob¬ 
lem of Euclid is one of the major keys to an 
understanding of Masonic Geometry, and the 
Arcana of the Ancient Mysteries. 

The zeal on s seeker for light will search it 
out for himself. 

CHAPTER THIRTY 

beehive 

In addition to ihe explanation given in the 
Manual concerning the Beehive, it ha3 per aps 
another signification. The bee was, amongst 
the Egyptians, ihe symbol of an obedient peo¬ 
ple. because of ail animals, the Bee alone, had 
a monarch for a ruler, in the form of a 
queen. Hence, in looking at the regulated 
labor of these insects, when congregated in 
their hive, it is not surprising that a beehive 
should have been deemed an appropriate em¬ 
blem of organized and systematized industry. 
Champoll ion, the Egyptologist, gives the bee 
the signification, “King of an obedient people. 
The Abydos tablet shows -numerous examples 
of the u«e of this sign, and confirms the mean¬ 
ing attributed to it. The Hebrew name of the 
bee DBURE, or DBRE, DKB, signifies to 
administer, to govern, to put in order, to act 
like a swarm of bees.” The same root DBR 
in the Hebrew, has the further meaning of 
discourse, icords, sentences, precepts, of itn£- 
dom; it is also the verb to speak* Finally toe 
name of the bee in the plural feminine, 
DBKUTH, signifies words, precepts. The. bee 
was therefore the symbol of royalty, and of 
sacred inspiration, and honey represented initia¬ 
tion and wise discourse. The bee was conse- 
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crated to the Kings of Egypt, and they were 
hicroglyphically designated l>y it on the monu¬ 
ments; not only on account of the relation that 
might exist between the government of that 
people and the king, but also because their 
Kings were initiate's and governed by sacred 
inspiration, for they were also the Priests. 
Hence, one of the significations of the presence 
of the beehive among the, symbols of Masonry 
may be construed as a symbol of leadership 
of its Master, and the storing up of wisdom, 
knowledge and light, represented by the honey 
of initiation. 

CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE 

THE FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM 
OF EUCLID 

The forty-seventh problem of Euclid, which 
has been adopted as a symbol in the Master’s 
Degree, is one of the most important and per¬ 
haps least understood of all the symbols pre¬ 
sented to the Neophyte. For the demonstration 
of this problem the world is indebted to Pythag- 
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orftR- The explanation usually given of the 
problem is as follows: “In any right angle 
triangle, the square which is dosenoed by the 
side subtending the right angle, is equal to 
the squares described by the sides which con¬ 
tain the light angle.” Thus, in a right angled 
triangle whose perpendicular is three feet, the 
square of which is nine; and whose base is four 
feet, the square of which is sixteen; the hy- 
pollienuse or subtending side, will be five feet, 
the square of which will be twenty-five; which 
is the sum of tune and sixteen. 

This interesting problem, on account of its 
great utility in making calculations and draw¬ 
ing plans for buildings, is sometimes called the 
Carpenter’s Theorem , The triangle whose base 
is four parts, whose perpendicular is three and 
whose hypothennse is five, and which would 
exactly soxve for a demonstration of this 
lem, was, according to Plutarch, a symbol fre¬ 
quently employed by the Egyptian priests, and 
hence it is sometimes called the Egyptian 'l ri- 
angle. With the Egyptians, it was the symbol 
of universal nature, the base composed of four 
units, representing Isis, or the female prin¬ 
ciple; the perpendicular composed of three 
units, Osiris, or the male principle; and the 
hypothenuse, composed of five units, Horus, 
their son, or the product of the two principles. 
They added also that three was the first perfect 
odd number; that four was the square of two, 
the first even number, and that five was the 
result of three and tu-O. But the. Egyptians 
made a still more important use of this tri¬ 
angle. It was the standard of all their mea¬ 
sures of extent, and was applied by them to 
the building of the. pyramids. There are two 
figures of the problem in common use, one 
being found in a triangle, the two shorter sides 
of which are of equal length, and the other 
in a triangle having one of the shorter sides 
longer* than the other. The problems worked 
out with these two forms cannot be explained 
in the brief space allotted to these Commen¬ 
taries. It may be said, however, that the fig- 
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lire of this problem is the key to Masonle 
geometry, and astronomy. It is also the key 
to the dimensions of the floor and superstnic- 
lure of the Symbolic Lodge, which extends from 
cast to west and between north and the south, 
and from the center of the earth to the highest 
Jieaven*. It is so important to the whole sym* 
hology of Masonry that the apron, when prop¬ 
erly displayed, is a symbol of the problem. The 
illustration shown in this chapter in colors 
shows the floor of the symbolic Fellow-craft 
Lodge, the dimensions of which are established 
and proven by the forty-seventh problem, in 
conjunction with the Keystone and the Egyp¬ 
tian Cross, the Cruo) Aft$ata. 

It will also be seen from the same diagram* 
that the forty-seventh problem of Euclid gen¬ 
erates by its form the keystone, the outer lines 
of which perfectly enclose the forty-seventh 
problem. The development of the keystone 
from the forty-seventh problem of Euclid had 
a most profound influence upon the develop¬ 
ment of architecture; because, until the key- 
stone was developed, no arches were con¬ 
structed. The diagram also displays the geo¬ 
metrical origin of the two circular parallel 
lines upon the keystone of a Royal Arch Ma¬ 
son; because, of these two parallel circular 
lines, one circumscribes the right angled tri¬ 
angle* at the apex of the triangle,, and the 
other circle is inscribed within the triangle (in 
each instance one point of the Compasses is 
placed at the middle of the line forming the 
hypothesise of the triangle), thus forming 
the two circular parallel lines on the face of 
the keystone, the outer lines of which keystone, 
precisely enclose the figure of the forty-seventh 
problem. 

This geometrical design furnishes significant 
evidence of the truth of the tradition that the 
Royal Arch Degrees, at one time, were a part 
of the three degrees of Ancient Craft Ma¬ 
sonry. 

The intimate relation of the keystone to the 
forty-seventh problem, as shown in the dia- 
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The Form of the Floor of the Symbolic 
Lodge Proved Geometrically by the Forty- 
seventh Problem of Euclid, the Keystone 
and the Crux Ansata, or the Egyptian 
UGrtidlcdf Grog’S- 
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gram, lends force to the claim. It also es> 
hibits a significant relationship to the symbols 
of the ancient temples of Egypt, where gcom- 
etry reached the highest state of develop meat 
in ancient times. The. drawing shows how the 
47th., Problem also generates the Crux Ansatn, 
or Egyptian handled Cross, by combining the 
two parallel circular lines of the keystone with 
the tau cross shown in the illustration. The 
handled cross was the chief emblem displayed 
at the Egyptian Initiations, and was said to 
be the symbol of Regeneration or of Eternal 
L%je. In al] Egyptian scenes depicting the 
ceremonies of initiation, the Hierophant is al¬ 
ways shown holding the Crux Ansata in one 
of his hands. 



A drawing depicting a rite older than 
Abraham, Thoth, receiving the word of 
life from Pharaoh. Note, Pharaok holding 
in hie right hand the Crux Aneata^or 
handled crass, symbol of Regeneration and 
Eternal Life, atm-’ 7 the Ancient Egyptians. 
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The diagram will also serve to demonstrate 
the. perfection of the forty-seventh problem as 
a key to the proportions of the floor of the 
Symbolic Lodge. 

If it is an efficient geometrical key to the 
correct dimensions of our globe, as the floor of 
the Symbolic Lodgo, the forty-seventh prob¬ 
lem must likewise be a key to the astronomy 
and geometry of all the spheres of the entire 
universe. 

No wonder that Pythagoras exclaimed, upon 
the discovery of it 3 signification, '‘Eureka,” 
and sacrificed a hundred bullocks. 

CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO 

THE MORAL LAW 

“A Mason,” say the old charges, “is obliged 
by his tenure to obey the Moral tow." Since it 
is, by ancient custom and usage, the duty and 
obligation of every Mason to obey the Moral 
law, these Commentaries would be deficient 
without a brief consideration of that important 
subject* 

Morality seems to be the first outward man¬ 
ifestation of Masonic philosophy. It is a prime 
prerequisite for admission into the rites of 
initiation. Masonry is described as a “beauti¬ 
ful system of Morality veiled in allegories and 
illustrated by symbols.” 

A careful investigation of this important sub¬ 
ject will reveal the fact that Moral prepara¬ 
tion is an essential necessity before the Neo- 
phitc can actually enter upon the path of true 
initiation. 

The Moral law is the gateway through which 
one enters the straight and narrow pathway 
that leads lo spiritual awakening and unfold- 
ment, which may be said to be the ultimate 
object to be accomplished by the rites of initia¬ 
tion. 

No one who reads our ancient charges can 
fail to see that Freemasonry is a strictly moral 
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Institution, and that the principles it inctil* 
cates inevitably tend to make a brother who 
©beya its precepts a more honorable and vir¬ 
tuous man- Hence our lectures very properly 
define Freemasonry to be "a science of 
Morality,” 

Morality is* indeed, a very comprehensive 
term. It has boon defined to be the, doctrine 
of right and wrong in human conduct; conduct 
or practice which accords with moral principle, 
or virtuous conduct; of, or pertaining to the 
practices, conduct, and spirit of men toward 
God, their fellow men and themselves, with ref¬ 
erence to right and wrong, and obligation to 
duty. It may be said to cover the entire sphere 
of human conduct coming under the distinc¬ 
tions of right and wrong* 

Moral laws are not man made edicts or de¬ 
crees i they spring from the eternal justice and 
wisdom of God* They are as absolute and im¬ 
mutable as the physical laws He has ordained 
for the government ©f Nature and the universe 
about us. Violation of Moral law's brings evil 
con sequences, in like manner, as a violation of 
physical laws. 

Ihc distinguishing difference between man, 
and all the varieties of animal life and intelli¬ 
gence below him, is in the fact that man is 
morally accountable, and individually responsi¬ 
ble; while the animal is not. That is to say, 
man is bound by a higher law of life, than 
is the animal* He is a distinct factor in the 
Moral Order 1 ' of the Universe, and is hound 
by the Moral Law* The animal is not. 

There is a. definite and scientific reason why 
man is a creature of the Moral Order* while 
the. animal is not. It is because man is vested 
by nature with those higher distinguishing at¬ 
tributes of the Soul (Self-consciousness, Hca- 
Independent choree; and Jin dependent, Self- 
Conscious and national Volition), which alone 
enable him to understand and respond to Moral 
Law, and discharge, the Moral Obligation of 
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Personal Responsibility. The animal is not 
so vested- 

Man, therefore, is a "Moral Being,” in the 
sense that he is charged with Moral Account¬ 
ability, and Personal Responsibility. The ani¬ 
mal is an C/in-moral being (not Ln-inoral), in 
the sense that it is not charged vyiih Moral 
Accountability nor Personal Responsibility* 

Man alone is capable of being /m-moral, be¬ 
cause he alone finds it possible* knowingly and 
intentionally, to violate the Moral Law of his 
own Being. 

Man* without an immortal soul, would not 
differ in his natural characteristics from other 
animals of creation. In that condition, be 
could no more bo m-moral than can the. ani¬ 
mal. Neither could he he moral, any more 
than it is possible for the animal to be moral* 

Morality, therefore* is an attribute of the 
immortal soul, and is not a product of the 
bodily senses* In fact, the appetites and pas¬ 
sions generated by the material senses are re¬ 
garded us obstacles in the development of lofty 
moral attributes. Bence* Freemasonry teaches 
its initiates to circumscribe their desires, and 
keep their passions within due bounds, as an 
essential prerequisite to moral development* and 
spiritual awakening. 

The Soul is believed to be vested with a 
knowledge ©f both good and evil, and is en¬ 
dowed with the free and unhamijered power of 
choice of its own conduct in relation to either* 

Good is said to be a natural attribute of the 
soul and is symbolised by light r while evil la 
the adversary and is symbolized by darkness. 
The highest impulse of the soul is to embrace 
the Good, and eschew the evil, which may be 
further expressed, ns a yearning to follow the 
Moral law. But the inordinate desires of the 
Material senses, and their evil propensities are 
mure often stronger than the will, and defeat 
*he nobler counsels of the heart* 
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No evil doed or wrongful act can bo perpe¬ 
trated by any rational being without an inner 
consciousness of the quality of the act. For* 
just as the tongue receives experience of sweet 
and bitter by means of tasting, and the eye 
discriminates between black and white by 
means of vision, and the car recognises the 
distinctions of sounds by hearing, so also docs 
the soul tnroiigh its knowledge of good and 
evil, receive pleasure or pain, health or dis¬ 
ease, light or darkness, through the thoughts 
and actions, good or bad, of Mortal Man. 

Morality, therefore, is the law which estab¬ 
lishes harmonic relations between the soul arid 
all the principles of its Being* It is also the 
law by which harmonic relations are kindled 
and established between the soul, and the 
Grand Architect of the Universe- Moreover, it 
is the law by which harmonic relations are 
established by man with his fellow men, and 
the natural world about him. In fine, in all 
the ancient rites of all nations, as well a? in 
their sacred writings, the Moral Law is held 
to be the outward expression of the latent 
spiritual attributes of the immortal soul. 

A good moral character was a prerequisite 
to admission into the Mysteries* A strict ob¬ 
servance of the tenets of the Moral Law was 
an essential condition of advancement as well 
as the retention of good standing, therein. 
Likewise, Freemasonry requires of its initiates 
that they come under the tongue of good report* 

The importance of the Moral Law as a funda¬ 
mental principle of Freemasonry* is exempli¬ 
fied by the ancient custom and usage which 
makes every act of its members, involving 
moral turpitude* a Masonic offense, subjecting 
the offender lo discipline, or expulsion. 

It was universally recognized, in the Ancient 
Mysteries, that entrance upon the path of true 
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Initiation leading to Moral, Intellectual and 
Spiritual enlightenment, was to be accom¬ 
plished only by obedience to the Moral Law, 
by the conscious and intelligent observation of 
which, he conformed his life to the higher prin¬ 
ciples of his Being. 

The practice of moral principles is the Living 
of a Life in strict conformity with the terms* 
conditions and requirements of those. Prin¬ 
ciples and Rules of conduct* whereby man sat¬ 
isfies the requirements for the growth and un- 
foidment of his own Spiritual Being. 

It is only by the living of such a life, that 
man may ever develop within himself the state 
or condition which leads to “Constructive Spir¬ 
ituality/* It is only by the awakening of the 
highest forces of his Being* that it is ever 
possible to reach the goal of true Mastership. 

To aid the soul in its struggle to attain 
Mastership la the primary object of Initiation* 

In the rites of the ancient Temples, that 
state tv ns said to be attained when the Initiate 
had progressed to the, point where lie achieved 
consciousness of the indwelling, in the temple 
of his body* of his own ego or spiritual entity. 
The spiritual entity which dwelleth in the 
temple of the body is the true Master of each 
and every living Ruing. The great Initiate* 
St. Paul (I Cor* vi, 19.) r says: "What? Know 
ye not that your body is the Temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you* which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own?” Again* he 
says: (I. Cor. Ill, 1 fi, 17), "Know yq not that 
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the 
temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is Holy, which temple ye are/ F 

When the true Muster is installed in the East 
of such a Temple, radiant in the effulgent and 
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refulgent splendor of his glory—peace and har¬ 
mony reign throughout. 

The circle of lifers ilia and trials is nar¬ 
rowed I the sensual passions assail the heart 
in vamp Want no longer successfully tempts 
him to act wrongly* nor curiosity to do rashly. 
Ambition spreading before him Us Kingdoms 
and its thrones* its offices and honors* would 
fail to swerve him from his great allegiance. 
He refuses to be enriched at another's loss or 
expense* and feels that the whole human race 
are his brethren. Sorrow, pain and anguish, 
are soothed by a perfect faith, and an entire 
trust in the Infinite Goodness of God. The 
world around him* and the heavens above him 
become new* and all the ample glories* and 
splendors of the Universe* speak to his soul 
the presence and beneficent care of a loving 
Father. 

The glorious achievement of spiritual illum¬ 
ination, to be attained by Initiation through 
obedience to the Moral laws* is reflected in the 
beautiful verses of an author, to me unknown: 

I had walked life's way with an easy tread* 
Had followed where comforts and pleasures led. 
Until one day, in a quiet place, 

I met the Master face to facc. 

With station and rank and wealth for my goal. 
Much thought for my body, but none for my soul, 
I had entered to win in life's big race. 

When I met the Master face to face. 

I met Him* and ivnew Him, and blushed to see 
That His eyes full of sorrow were Jixtd on me. 
I faltered and fell at His feet that day* 

While my castles melted and vanished away; 

My thought is now for the souls of men; 

I have lost my life to find it again. 

E'er since one day In a quiet place 
I met the Master face to face* 
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CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE 

CONCLUSION 

The Author and Compiler of this Manual has 
attempted to set forth in these chapters a gen¬ 
eral outline of the Rites, Ceremonies, Doctrines* 
Philosophy* Dogmas* and teachings of the An¬ 
cient Mysteries, and to indicate, in a general 
way, some of the significations of the symbols 
and allegories pertaining to their rites; and to 
illustrate their connection with* and applica¬ 
bility to, the ceremonies of Ancient Craft Ma¬ 
sonry. 

Those of our brethren who have been schooled 
in the thought that the mysteries of Masonry 
originated exclusively at the building of the 
Temple of Solomon* should not become bewil¬ 
dered by the inferences found in these Com¬ 
mentaries that many of our symbols are of 
more ancient origin than the era of Solomon; 
and were employed* with similar significance* 
in the ceremonial rites of older nations. 

It will be remembered that Abraham was a 
native of Ancient Chaldea 2500 years B- C. 
His history and attainments clearly reveal that 
he was familiar with the secrets of the Temples 
of that country. Historians relate that he car¬ 
ried the wisdom of the Chaldeans into Egypt. 
The children of Israel dwelt in Egypt 400 years 
before the Exodus, and must have learned much 
concerning their rites and ceremonies. Moses 
was undoubtedly an Initiate of the Temples of 
Egypt, as the Holy Bible tells us that he was 
skilled in “all the 'mysteries of the Egyptians** 
Some authorities assert that he was* for years* 
a priest of the Temple at Heliopolis, and bore 
the Egyptian name, Qsarsiph. He led the Ex¬ 
odus from Egypt 500 years before the building 
the Temple of Solomon, and actually estab¬ 
lished much of the symbolism of the Temple* in 
the Tabernacle which he erected in the wilder¬ 
ness of Sinai. The form and situation of the 
Tabernacle became the model for the Temple, 
and all succeeding Masonic Lodges. The fur- 
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uishm^g of the Tabernacle are symbols unto 
this day in the. mysteries of Ancient Craft Ma¬ 
sonry, 

Thus for fifteen hundred years prior to the 
building of the Temple the descendants of 
Abraham had every opportunity to become fa¬ 
miliar with the rites, ceremonies, symbols, 
allegories, arts and sciences of the oldest Tem¬ 
ples of Initiation in the Ancient World. It 
can be seen, therefore, that Solomon, with his 
wisdom, and Hiram* King* of Tyre, with his 
experience in the mysteries of the Phoenicians, 
and Hiram Abif, with his skill as an architect 
and geometrician, perfected in building - the 
Temple of Malcarth; had a wealth of material, 
tested by the ages, from which to construct the 
Hebrew Mysteries, 

Hence, it should not detract from the glory 
of the Mysteries of the Temple of Solomon* in 
the slightest degree, to learn that some of its 
beautiful symbols were employed in older Tem¬ 
ples of the world. There is the strongest evi¬ 
dence that Solomon gathered the cumulative 
wisdom of all the more Ancient Temples, with 
their arts and sciences, and remodeled much 
of it # and incorporated it in the* amplified He¬ 
brew Mysteries of the Temple, He veiled the 
truths anew, and transmitted them to posterity* 
Freemasonry is the heir to this rich legacy of 
the ages. Research has established that the 
Egyptian Priest Initiates were familiar with 
the ineffable name of Deity, ns used in the 
Hebrew faith established by Moses. Eminent 
authorities assert that it is monumentalized 
and geometrically preserved in the form and 
dimensions of the great Pyramid Of Gizeh at 
the border between upper and lower Egypt- 
Color is lent to the. assertion by the words of 
the Prophet Isaiah (XIX, 19,) “In that day 
shall there be an altar to the Lord in the tnidsfi 
of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border 
thereof to the Lord (20). And it shall be for a 
sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts 
in the land of Egypt * * * (21). And the Lord 
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shall he known to Egypt, and the Egyptians 
shall know the Lord in that day. M 

The Sacred Book of the Law emphatically 
supports the inferences set forth in the Com¬ 
mentaries, for it Bays: (Eccles. I, 9* 10.) “And 
there is no new thing under the sun. Is there 
unjdhmg whereof it may be said, see, this is 
new? It hath been already of old time, which 
was before us.” 

This review erf the. opinions of a considerable 
number of the most eminent authorities of all 
ages and countries has covered a wide range, 
from discussions of simple virtues and moral 
tenets, through the arts and sciences, to the 
realms of the abstract, and transcendental. It 
serves to illustrate the broad scope of the field 
occupied exclusively, in modern times, by An¬ 
cient Craft Masonry. No institution today, 
other than Freemasonry, can lay claim to a 
system approaching it in magnitude of sub¬ 
ject, in universality of ity teachings, nor has 
a more laudable or altruistic purpose. 

While Freemasonry can justly lay claim to a 
most comprehensive system of knowledge and 
understanding of tlte mysteries of nature, of 
life, of the arts and sciences and of philosophy* 
yet it is not to be contended that such knowl¬ 
edge is as generally diffused, in modem times, 
as it was among the Initiates of the temples 
in early periods of history, when the chosen 
were admitted Co the inner sanctuaries* and 
these subjects were more fully explained to 
those who had qualified themselves to receive 
the Light, 

It is true that, under institutions of freedom, 
the general education of the masses is far more 
advanced than at any period of history- High 
School children of this era arc taught arts and 
sciences that were Once the exclusive preroga¬ 
tives of the Initiates of the inner sanctuaries. 
The knowledge thus diffused has been, lately, 
diverted to materialistic ends, to such an extent 
that mankind has been losing consciousness of 
the spiritual forces that, necessarily, permeate 
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ail the realms of life and of nature. Conse¬ 
quently, there has been a noticeable deteriora¬ 
tion in the observance of the moral laws* once 
so strictly demanded of the Initiates of the an¬ 
cient Temples. 

Whatever may be the scope of knowledge to 
be attained in a comprehensive understanding 
of the teachings of Masonry, and of the moral,, 
intellectual and spiritual significance of its 
symbols* the objects it has in view arc simple, 
hut very important ones, namely: 

To make men better and happier, and more 
honorable, trustworthy, and decent: To teach 
them to be upright and God-fearing citizens: 
To encourage the practice of the inoral virtues 
and the observance of the laws of our country, 
as well as obedience to the laws of God. 

If Masonry fails in its effort to produce these 
results, all the hidden science and art in its 
symbols may as well remain concealed by the 
veils of antiquity. Millions of good men and 
true have honored Masonry by upright lives, 
noble ideals and unselfish service to their fel- 
lowmcn, with little or no knowledge of many 
of the important matters discussed in these 
chapters. Millions more will perhaps do like¬ 
wise. A thorough knowledge of the Divine Sci¬ 
ence or Royal Art is not an indispensable pre¬ 
requisite to future Masonic service or salvation. 
On the other hand, the consciousness that such 
a body of knowledge is deposited in our ar¬ 
chives and is available to all who seek its 
beneficent light, should increase the respect 
and axal of those honored with membership 
therein. It should stimulate, a laudable ambi¬ 
tion to explore its rich treasury of truth and 
wisdom, and excite a desire to learn from its 
wise precepts and unerring counsel the. mystic 
way that insures a life of peace in this world 
and a state of blessedness in the life Lo come. 

Thus these Commentaries are brought io a 
close with the thought of a life of bL^ecbsess 
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beyond death. The inculcation of this faith is 
one of the supreme objects of Masonry. 

Nowhere has the truth been more eloquently 
expressed than by George D, Prentice, In his 
ETeat oration, entitled, "Man's Higher Destiny/" 
He says: 

"It cannot be that the earth is man’s only 
abiding placo. It cannot be that our life is a 
mere bubble oust up by eternity to float a 
moment on its waves and then sink into noth- 
in guess. Else why is it that the glorious as¬ 
pirations which leap like angels from the tem¬ 
ple of our hearts are forever wandering unsat¬ 
isfied? Why is it that all the stars that hold 
their festival around the midnight throne are 
set above the grasp of our limited faculties, 
forever mocking us with their unapproachable 
glory? And, finally, why is it that bright 
forms of human beauty presented to our view 
are. taken from ub, leaving the thousand streams 
of our affections to flow’ back in Apline tor¬ 
rents upon our hearts? There is a realm where 
the rainbow never fudys; where the stars will 
be spread out before us like islands that slom- 
ber in the ocean; and where the beautiful be¬ 
ings which now pass before us tike shadows 
will stay In our presence forever.” 


LUX ET QRDO AB CHAO ■ 
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